


1st woman 
delegate 
M. Dobruskina &  
S.Ginsburg (USSR) 
 

1st woman to 
head a delegation 
M.C. Sejas Sierra  
(Bolivia) 
 

1st woman to chair 
Council 
L. Shope-Mafole  
(South Africa) 
 

1st woman to chair 
WRC  
Dr V. Rawat (Canada) 

1st woman to chair 
WTDC  
Dr Hessa Al Jaber 
(Qatar)  
 

1st woman to chair 
WTSA and RRB 
L. Shope-Mafole 
(South Africa)  
J.N. Zoller (US) 
 

ITU Council 2014:  
28 % of delegates 
are women 

Let’s meet some of them… 



Ms Lyndall Shope-Mafole 
South Africa 
1st woman to chair Council 
1999 



Dr Veena Rawat, Canada  
1st woman to chair WRC 2003 
 



Dr Hessa Al Jaber, Qatar 
1st woman to chair WTDC 2006 



Ms Lyndall Shope-Mafole, South Africa 
1st woman to chair WTSA 2008 



Ms Julie N. Zoller 
United States  
1st woman to chair RRB  
2008 



ITU and gender stats… 
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ITU Plenipotentiary conferences and female attendance  



Outline 

• Introduction to Gender Equality and Mainstreaming 
(GEM) Policy  

• “Connect Her” Interactive Portal for Staff and Members  

• “I Know Gender” Online Gender Training from UN 
Women 

• Guidelines for GEM in the Workplace 

• GEM Awards Ceremony during PP-14 
 



Introduction to ITU’s GEM Policy 

• Landmark decision of ITU Council-13 
 

• Moving now from adoption to implementation 
 

• Overview of steps now underway 



Connect Her Network  

• New multilingual collaborative space for exchange 
of information and opinions 
 

• Open to the entire ITU community – Member 
States, Sector Members, Academia, ITU staff… 
 

• Very user-friendly – lots of options to post, share, 
learn from others’ experience 

 

https://extranet.itu.int/sites/connecther/SitePages/Home.aspx  

https://extranet.itu.int/sites/connecther/SitePages/Home.aspx


Connect Her 



Online Gender Training 

• ITU is partnering with sister agency UN Women to 
bring most advanced online training modules to 
ITU staff 
 

• Training to start in June – piloted by ITU 
Telecommunication Standardization Bureau 
 

• Training to be rolled out to ALL ITU staff over 
coming 12 months 



I Know Gender 

Body copy to go here I Know Gender:  
An Introduction to Gender Equality and 

Women’s Empowerment for UN Staff  



I Know Gender 



Guidelines for GEM in the Workplace 

Gender Guidelines for: 
• Media Products  
• Managers 
• Meetings and Training Events 
• Projects and Programmes  



Guidelines for GEM in the Workplace 

The Guidelines will complement  
the online training modules 



ITU GEM Awards 

• Special high-profile side-event at PP-14 

• Awards will recognize outstanding achievements by: 

 - a Member State 

 - a Sector Member, and 

 - an individual 

• Outstanding ITU staff will be recognized through 
internal staff achievement awards 



ITU GEM Awards 

• ITU is seeking sponsorship to make this a great 
occasion - we’d love your support! 

• Call for nominations will be issued shortly 



Video message: UN Women Executive Director 




