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History of the IBE 
 Founded in 1925 

 

 



1929: Became an intergovernmental organization 
 

1969: Became part of UNESCO 
 
1998: IBE began to concentrate on  strengthening 
capacity-building in the area of curriculum change. 



International Conference on Education  



The Reports 
 1932 – 1969 International Yearbook on 

Education 
 1970 – 1992   Microfiche 
 1994 – 1996   Paper 
 2001 – 2008   Digital format 

 

International Yearbook  
on Education 1933 Afghanistan 1973,  on microfiche Afghanistan 2008 

Uganda 1971/72 



Problems 
 

 

1. Lack of funds. 
2. Different formats.  
3. How to display them 
4. Where to store them 



Solutions 

 Funds.      Changed approach: broke 
project into steps 

 Formats.   Yearbooks – no problem. The 
microfiche - image files. 

 Display.    Necessitated digital library 
solution. Migrated catalogue. (Project 
delayed 18 months) 

 Storage.   UN ICC.  



IBE Webpage      (www.ibe.unesco.org) 





Consulting the National Reports 
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Next IBE digitisation projects 

• Online Curricula collection 
 

• Historical Collections 
 

•Textbooks and Children’s Literature Collections 
  (1700s – 1960s) 
 

•IBE Historical Archive 1925 -1969  



From the IBE Historical Collections 
Textbook from 1835 

Jean Piaget’s 
letter 
accepting IBE 
Director post, 
April 1929 



You can find the National Education 
Reports at: 

WWW.IBE.UNESCO.ORG 

Email:   r.creamer@ibe.unesco.org 
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