historical documents

Digitisation of CERN’s archival records
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Some issues for the CERN Archive

* How to give the best service to our users?
* Increasing expectations, insufficient resources

» Digitisation — what, why and how

A. Hollier 14/9/2012
(anita.hollier@cern.ch)



verview

» CERN
» The CERN Archive

» Digitisation and other
priorities
» Some of our
digitisation projects
Theoretical Physics
Department reports

CERN Council
documents

The Pauli Archive

A. Hollier 14/9/2012
(anita.hollier@cern.ch)



CERN - The European Organization for (&)
Nuclear Research

Created in 1954
The world's largest
particle physics
laboratory

Run by 20 European
Member States

Facilities include the
27km circular
accelerator

A. Hollier 14/9/2012
(anita.hollier@cern.ch)
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Changing expectations

* Increasing demand for
online access

» Advocacy issues

Securing continued
support for the Archive

Profile raising
Tangible products

Tim Berners-Lee (CERN) - inventor of
the WWW

A. Hollier 14/9/2012
(anita.hollier@cern.ch)
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Three of our digitisation projects —
mixed motivation
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Theoretical Physics Department reports
Widening access, support for OA

CERN Council documents

Widening access, support for greater openness by
CERN’s governing body

The Pauli Archive

Widening access, conservation, collaboration

A. Hollier 14/9/2012
(anita.hollier@cern.ch)
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1. Theoretical Physics Department reports

Objectives and scope

Working with the Library to complete their online full-text
collections (the ‘green road’ to Open Access)

Access to one of the oldest departmental series
Around 12,000 records

Workflow

Identify missing documents (inconsistent numbering systems)
Check for electronic versions held elsewhere

Find and scan paper copies (over 2,500 documents; work carried out
in-house)

Update database (new cataloguing and standardisation of old
cataloguing) with open access to full texts

QA (scans and originals)

A. Hollier 14/9/2012
(anita.hollier@cern.ch)
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Results

= CERN Theory - CERN Dacument Server - Windows Internet Explorer previded by CERN

G— = <4 e

Fle Ede View Favortes Took  Melp x @Cowet = [ Select

g teweres | g L) CERNUsers'pages - CERN Users' pages (2} L. CERN Users’ pages (3

el CERM Theory - CERN Document Sarver
Wz CERN Document Server

§ Search 1 Subemt B Help 8§ Your COSw | Admumistration»

iy ™ CERN Baan > CERN Thasry

CERN Theory

Search 13,161 records for:

Saarch Tigs - Advancad Ssarch
Browse by year:

(04 2003 2002 2001
E 1062 1603 1002 1991
Eﬂfglﬁﬁﬂlﬂhﬁl%ﬂlgﬂglaﬂglgﬂlﬂﬂmlﬁl

Hadander Rioben ¥ - Heumann Tobias

0 A B SAASARSIAG S5 In Ine eng

Results

All full texts scanned &
OCRd

Available in Library database
Browsable by year

A. Hollier 14/9/2012
(anita.hollier@cern.ch)
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Objectives and scope

Approximately 21,000 records held in the Archive

Improve access to the documents by providing online full
texts in the Library database

Opportunity to streamline and reorganise the database
collections and standardise catalogue records

Need to respect closure periods (30 or 5 years)

Extra resources: one person working 50% for one year plus
scanning/OCR expenses (c. 82 KCHF; 0.43 CHF per page)

Project took around 30 months to complete (approx. one
person full time)

A. Hollier 14/9/2012
(anita.hollier@cern.ch)

15



Vorktlow

Identity all documents
from each meeting

Scan and OCR (initially in- [ __
house, later outsourced; B cERN Dosumentservr AR
controlled using barcodes) |

© g Pawetes | g U CERNUsers' pages (3} ) CERN Users' pages (2) - CERN Users' pages

Edit existing catalogue

CERN/GENM2iAnnex VI, CERN/
D

records or create new ones, | .
combining French and ' S

English versions

Apply access control
QA (scans and originals)

A. Hollier 14/9/2012
(anita.hollier@cern.ch)
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{= CERN Document Server: austria - Search Results - Windows Internet Explorer provided by CERN E]

CERN Council Committees

Search:

i Ad C

2arch Tip:

Sear

Search collections:

Display results: Qutput format:

Council and Committee of Council 1 records found

I~ 1. Reintegration of the Members of the CERN Personnel into the Social Security Systems of the Member States - Draft
Agreement with Austria

Réintanratinn dec mamhras dil nareannnal du CERRN Adanc les quatémeas enriany dac Ftate mamhras nrniat Ad'accord avac 'Antricha |

is Start s r e fosi 5 Win... = | . Compl... € mbox-... 7 ceRn .. 0 liber-eb... | % LIBER-... € windo... @& )7 % 11:17 AM

A. Hollier 14/9/2012
(anita.hollier@cern.ch)

17



Searching the

ull texts fin

{= CERN Document Server: fulltext:austria - Search Results - Windows Internet Explorer, provided by CERN

CERN Council Committees

Search:

Results overview: Found 3,320 records in 1.12 seconds.

any field

Display results:

Council and Committee of Counci

FC - Finance Committee,

2,465 recor

SPC - Scientific Policy Committee 61 records found

European Strategy Session of Council

= A | imé af Davkininamén

+4 start

CfETeé

f& 5 Win...

vx Compl...

.
i Ad C

2arch Tip: Sear

Qutput format:
orisf

16 records found 1-10P jumpto rer:orr:i:1

& b - /= CERN ...

@i liber-eb...

ol

5 LIBER-... © winda.. &%, 11:16 M

A. Hollier 14/9/2012
(anita.hollier@cern.ch)
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Combine search terms to tind the
information you want

;ell justifiéd the additional work it entailed fof the tinance Office.

After fairly lengthy negotiations, CERN had signed the Site
Agreement with the authorities of the Canton of Geneva. In that con-
nection, he wished to stress how much the Urganization appreciated
the helpful attitude of Mr. Dutoit, Head of the Public Works Depart-
ment, and how pleasant negotiations with his department had always
been. Finally, the contract with Dr. Steiger, CERN's architect, had
recently been renewed and CERN would thus benefit from his services
in the drawing up of plans for the new buildings envisaged. The
remarkable gualities of the building in which the Council was now
meeting emphasized the value of his |help.

ACCESSION OF AUSTRIA (Item 10 of the agenda)

The PRESIDENT invited the Council to settle the question
of the accession of Austria. He recalled that Austria had requested
to join CERN, in accordance with the provisions of Article III, 2 of
the Convention. That country's formal request had not been communi-
cated to the Member States three months before the Council Session,
as stipulated in the Convention; nevertheless, Austria had long ago
informed the Governments of the Member States through diplomatic
channels of her wish to join the Organization. The consideration of
Austria's request at the present Session might thus not be regarded
as contrary to the spirit of the Convention. If all the delegations
were in favour of the admission of Austria, there would be a definite
advantage in her becoming a member of the Organization as from 1 July,
1959, since she would thus be in a position to share the advantages

A. Hollier 14/9/2012

(anita.hollier@cern.ch)
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Archive

1900 — birth, Vienna
1924 — postulates the
exclusion principle

1928 - professor at the ETH
Zirich, CH

1930 — postulates the
existence of the neutrino

1940-45 — professor at the
Institute for Advanced
Study, Princeton, USA

1945 — Nobel Prize for his
exclusion principle

1958 — death, Ziirich

ol GRILLIGy ™

o (OF ™ i
'?(”'2 A XVIILWAHRINGERSTRASSE, 91

V. WIEDNER-HAUPTSTR, 14.3\.

A. Hollier 14/9/2012
(anita.hollier@cern.ch)
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Pauli’s scientific legacy

* Archive includes
correspondence,
manuscripts and notes,
photographs, books,
certificates, prizes and
other objects

* Donated to CERN by
his widow, Franca Pauli

A. Hollier 14/9/2012
(anita.hollier@cern.ch)

21









Results

Over 2,000 letters, 200
photos, and 1,400 other

documents scanned
and made available
online

(= CERM Document Server: Search Results - Windows Internet Explarer provided by CERN

Fle  Ede Vew Favoites  Took  Help

o tewetes | g U CERN Users' pages (3

58]~ | @8 tasn mowtor -Eurc... et cem .. |0 : amensse. x| || B 3 Sofety ~ Tocks »

Pauli Letter Collection

Search:

(e . I

Sgarch Tipe

Search collections:
[ 4] = ot anathes collection = -
Output larmat:

o [sese anl[ ormeey. o] t0 e on AE | WTnL e

Pauli Letter Collection 2,129 records found 1- 10 MM jump to record: |1 Search tocit 0.02 seconds

I 1. bohr_0014-332 | CERN.-ARCH-PLC
Pauli letter collection | telegram to Miels Bohr - No date Full text
Jataded record - Jimilas réCords
I~ 2 frauenfelder_0100-01 . CERN-ARCH.PLC
Pauli lsttar collaction - postcard to Hans Frauenfelder Mo date Full text
Dutandod record - Similac ecards
™ 3 kallen_0277-9138 CERN.ARCH.PLC

J start CFEre B EWed, - .. Comgin, Bte. < B Mool 2 bher ot 52 e 18 Window. &) 1149 4M

A. Hollier 14/9/2012
(anita.hollier@cern.ch)
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Comparison of projects

Theoretical
Physics Dept.
reports

CERN Council
documents

Wolfgang Pauli

archives

2,500
documents
scanned
(from total
of 12,000)

21,000
documents

scanned
(EN & FR)

3,600
documents
and 200
photos
scanned

Historic series
Hunting for e-
versions and

missing items

Key records
Access
restrictions
Extra funding

Diverse
formats
Fragile
Copyright
Wide interest

In-house
OCR
Library DB

Mostly
outsourced
OCR
Library DB

In-house and
outsourced
No OCR
Archive DB

Wider access
(support of
OA)

Wider access
(part of
Council’s push
for openness)

Conservation
Wider access
(popular)
Collaboration
with ETH

(anita.hollier@cern.ch)
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