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Abstract: 
The presentation describes a cultural preservation project that involved digital conversion of 
backlogs of three popular music journals issued in Denmark in the second half of the XXth century:  

• Nordic Sounds - the magazine of NOMUS, the NORDIC MUSIC COMMITTEE published 1982-
2006  

• GAFFA -  a free Danish magazine, published 1983-present 
• MM - a Danish magazine devoted to Jazz and Rock issued 1968-1989 

 
The project (2007-2008), was funded by the Danish Agency for Culture, Libraries. The following 
other organizations took part in the project: 

• Gaffa A/S, Gaffa Nordic, CEO Robert Borges 
• Musikbibliotek.dk, Gentofte Centralbibliotek, former Editor-in-Chief Amalie Ørum Hansen 

2008-2010 (now Bibzoom.dk, State and University Library, Editor-in-Chief Niels Mark 
Pedersen); the idea was initiated by former Editor-in-chief Susanne Kier in 2007. 

• Det Virtuelle Musikbibliotek, State and University Library, former Editor Søren Svane 
Hansen 

• The Royal Library, National Library of Denmark and Copenhagen University Library, dept. of 
Documentation & Digitisation 

• ATAPY Software, CEO Sergey Borovoy 
 
The goal of the project was to digitize full collections of all three magazines, believed to be valuable 
documents of their epoch that convey the cultural “flavor” of the 80-s and 90-s in the Nordic 
countries; including information about local music acts, the attitude of Nordic music community to 
worldwide sensations, and snapshots of associated subculture movements. This important 
knowledge was to become available to people online. 
 
The specifics of the material (from the digitization point of view) included: 

• Wide format and multi-column layout  
• Colored and textured backgrounds 
• A great variety of fonts and font colors within one page; designer fonts used 
• Multilingual content 

 
The project volume was over 16 000 pages in total. To ensure excellent searchability of the 
collection, high recognition accuracy of key materials was a requirement. 
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