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Abstract:
The Herder Institute possesses the biggest newspaper cutting collection referring to Eastern Europe

in the German-speaking countries. More than 6 million newspaper cuttings from mostly the 1950s to
1990s are a treasure for research on the “socialist experiment” in East Central Europe. The collection
is arranged by themes, persons, and location. Newspapers from about 15 East and West European
countries and in more than 10 languages were regularly analyzed and stored.

The press archive collection is now in the process of being digitized. A major question in this context
is how to make the content easily accessible in a convenient way (i.e. in accordance with the
conditions of the “digitized world”). The very strict German copyright law is an additional hurdle in
the process of tapping the full potential offered by OCR.

Therefore some experienced software houses were asked to develop a flexible software tool
to generate meta-data from various source materials and to make the digitized content easily
accessible.

The basic problems encountered before and beyond the mere process of digitization turned out to
be

- the different sources (newspapers, journals, periodicals, newspaper clippings/dossiers),

- different paper types and qualities,

- different paper sizes, individual graphic designs and compositions of each newspaper or journal,
- semantic aspects (content): texts in one language, bi- or multilingual texts

- different typefaces as well as

- the direction of reading and writing (e.g. Hebrew texts).

The software tool needed should therefore cover the following key functions:

- preparation of the images to fit a specific internal standard (scans, epaper);

- analysis and automatic marking of the different elements such as headlines, text, photos with text
underlines, charts, diagrams;

- data output in different formats like PDF/XML, Mets, Alto and others.

The paper will give a first insight into these difficulties as well as the results achieved.
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