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Children’s and their use of ICTs

What do we need to know?

 Understand how children’s lives are influenced 
by digital transformation and experiences in 
the digital environment

 Basics: access, use and risk

 More advanced: beyond experiences in the 
digital environment, consider how those 
experiences interact with the world around the 
child

 Advance evidence-generation globally, 
through a combination of dedicated and non-
specific household surveys
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Children’s and their use of ICTs

What have we done so far? 

 Increasingly national household surveys 
incorporate some measure of ICT usage.
 Children’s access and use can be quite 

different from adult/household level.
 Questions asked of children need to be 

designed differently.

 Comparable dedicated surveys
 Global Kids Online 

(www.Globalkidsonline.net)
 Disrupting Harm 

(https://www.end-violence.org/disrupting-harm)

http://www.globalkidsonline.net/
https://www.end-violence.org/disrupting-harm
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 Countries are uneven in terms of their use of ICTs.

 Early research done in global north, meaning that 
concepts and language used in surveys are not 
always fit for purpose.

 Concepts relating to technology, or how 
technologies work, can be difficult to convey.

 Privacy and safeguarding needs can differ from 
those of adults.

 Capturing children’s attention and speaking their 
language has implications on data quality.

Considerations when conducting 
household survey research with 
children about use of ICTs



#GlobalKidsOnline
@MediaLSE
@UNICEFInnocenti
@EUKidsOnline
www.globalkidsonline.net



www.globalkidsonline.net/survey
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