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Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

Resolution 87 (Minneapolis)

ROLE OF THE NOTIFYING ADMINISTRATION IN THE CASE OF AN ADMINISTRATION NOTIFYING ON BEHALF OF A NAMED GROUP OF ADMINISTRATIONS

1)
Resolution 87 (Minneapolis, 1998), in its resolves invited the next World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-2000) to address the issue of the role and requirements of the notifying administration when notifying on behalf of a named group of administrations. The Resolution also instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, with the advice of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) to prepare a report to the WRC.

2)
It is noted that the CPM addressed this issue and an extract from Chapter 7 of the CPM Report is reproduced in the attached Annex.

3)
The RAG is invited to consider any advice it may wish to provide on this issue for possible inclusion in the report of the Director to WRC-2000.

Annex: Extract from Chapter 7, CPM Report, 1999

ANNEX

(Extract from Report CPM-99)

7.5.3
Resolution 87 - Role of the Notifying Administration  

This Resolution deals with the need to clarify the role of the notifying administration when it is notifying on behalf of a group of administrations. There was one administration which submitted proposals and one administration and a Sector Member which submitted comments not in favour of the original proposal. The original proposal which is included here as an example of how WRC‑2000 could address this problem would be to have a Resolution with the following resolves:

1
that when an administration acts as the notifying administration of a satellite network on behalf of a group of named administrations in accordance with Nos. S9.1.1 and S11.15.1 and the Rules of Procedures for Appendices S30 and S30A, the following procedures shall be applied:

•
the group of named administrations shall select one of them to act as the notifying administration for that particular network;

•
the administration identified as the notifying administration shall act on behalf of all members of the group of administrations listed in the application of the Radio Regulations with respect to particular networks;

2
that the group of named administrations shall ensure that the notifying administration is able to act on their behalf in carrying out the provisions of the Radio Regulations.

There were concerns expressed by one administration and one sector member as follows:

•
Some administrations were of the view that the present provisions are adequate, work well and that such changes are not necessary.

•
It was pointed out that intergovernmental organizations are composed of sovereign administrations and that the internal procedures of the organization include the identification of the notifying administration to communicate with the BR on its behalf.

•
There were concerns expressed about the proposal that the notifying administration shall be one of the group of listed administrations and that the notifying administration may not wish to associate itself with a particular satellite network.

•
The view was also expressed that in the case of intergovernmental organizations with its management organization, these organizations are responsible for carrying out the obligations under the Regulations and that the notifying administration is only requested to convey the collective decisions of the intergovernmental organization to the BR and that the notifying administration has no mandate over the intergovernmental organization to enforce the Radio Regulations.

•
There were concerns expressed about the conflicting responsibilities between administrations, especially as regards action in the event of harmful interference, when ownership of satellites, licensing of satellites, location of control stations, etc. may involve administrations other than the notifying administration; accordingly the interaction of their relationships, especially the roles of licensing under Article S18, needs to be addressed.

•
There were concerns that the present provisions of the Radio Regulations only provide an opportunity for the notifying administration to respond to the BR with respect to its own networks if the notifying administration is one of the listed administrations in the group.

In the contributions to some of the main provisions of the Radio Regulations that relate to the roles and responsibilities of the notifying administration were noted as follows:

•
S4.4 - assignment of frequencies not in conformity with the RR by an administration on the condition of no interference;

•
S8.4 - recording of assignments with a reference to No. S4.4 only when the administration makes a commitment;

•
S9.3 - no comments within a time period equals no objection by the administration, and administrations shall endeavour to cooperate to resolve any difficulties;

•
S9.4 - the administration shall explore all possible means, etc.;

•
S9.43 - an administration not responding shall be considered as not affected;

•
S9.47-49 - an administration undertakes to not make a claim about harmful interference and to not cause harmful interference;

•
S9.51 - an administration shall act within a specified period;

•
S11.36 - undertaking by the notifying administration to not cause harmful interference;

•
S11.39B - as per No. S11.36;

•
Art. S18.

As for the question of licensing on Article S18, this issue is not applicable to Chapter SIII of the Radio Regulations, as there is no mention of licensed stations in this Chapter. Article S18 is a parallel set of obligations under the Radio Regulations and not related to the provisions of Chapter SIII.

In addition some administrations do not license or are not authorized by national legislation to license the space stations for which they are the notifying administration and in the case of space stations operated by intergovernmental organizations, they are not licensed by any administration. Also the application of Article S18 is limited to private stations.

Except for Article S18 the other provisions listed in paragraph 1.2 fall into one of two categories:

•
Those relating to the coordination of specific earth stations and terrestrial stations or between earth stations and the notification and operation of specific earth stations and in this case, it is the administration on whose territory the earth station is situated that is responsible.

•
Those relating to the API, coordination, notification and operations of the space station (with typical earth stations as appropriate) and in this case (for non-intergovernmental operating entities) it is the notifying administration of the space station that is responsible. In the case of intergovernmental operating entities, this is the aspect that is not clear and is being addressed in this section.

Administrations are invited to give further consideration to the questions and the concerns expressed above.
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