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DOCUMENTATION EXCHANGE BETWEEN ITU-R AND EXTERNAL STANDARDS DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS

Resolution 71 (Strategic Plan for the Union 1999-2003) of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Minneapolis, 1998), Annex 1, states in paragraph 6 of its Introduction that, "In this new environment, it is no longer realistic to believe that the Union can be the focal point for all matters relating to telecommunications in the global information economy and society." In Annex 1 of this Resolution, paragraph 36, the last bullet encourages "greater participation by Member States, Sector Members and other organizations in ITU-R activities, inter alia by concluding formal and informal task-oriented cooperation arrangements".

There also exist other resolutions and recommendations of ITU, the Global Standards Collaboration (GSC), and others calling for collaboration between ITU-R and other recognized external standards development organizations, toward a more rapid progress and avoidance of duplication of work:
•
Resolution ITU-R 9-1, Liaison and collaboration with other recognized organizations (1993-2000), recognizes that there exist numerous organizations dealing with radiocommunications; and that such organizations have the potential for identifying, defining and proposing solutions of particular problems of interest to the radiocommunication study groups and for assuming responsibility for maintaining standards for such systems.

•
Recommendation M.1457 (Rev.RSPC) (Detailed Specifications of the Radio Interfaces of International Mobile Telecommunications-2000 (IMT-2000)) states that "…A Recommendation taking into account the work of qualified/recognized external Standard Development Organizations (SDOs), highlights not only the ITU's significant role as a catalyst in stimulating coordinating and facilitating the development of advanced telecommunications technologies, but its forward-looking and flexible approach to the development of telecommunications standards for the 21st century".

•
During the 1999 joint Global Standards Collaboration (GSC5) and RAdio STandardization (RAST8) meetings, the RAST meeting emphasized the need for close collaboration to provide input into ITU-R with respect to radio-frequency spectrum requirements and the preparation of ITU-R recommendations that provide for compatibility and frequency sharing options. RAST suggested that "RAG may wish to consider ways and means of strengthening the relationship between ITU-R, and organizations and entities external to ITU".

It is noted that ITU-T approved and is widely utilizing Recommendation A.6, on "Cooperation and exchange of information between ITU-T and national and regional standards development organizations".

This contribution recommends that RAG convene a group of experts for the purpose of generating appropriate, reciprocal procedures for exchange of documentation between ITU-R study groups and external telecommunications standards development organizations (SDOs). The criteria for use or acceptance of the texts of the other party, in total or in part, and with or without modifications, need to be determined. It is foreseen that, in the case of deliverables from an external SDO to an ITU-R study group, such deliverables (including draft, interim and completed standards), would be used as part of ITU-R draft recommendations. The selection of such external organizations for documentation exchange with ITU-R study groups, of both technical and non-technical nature, would be based on qualification criteria to be defined within the ITU-R Sector, and may include but not be limited to accreditation, IPR policy, patents and relevancy of the work of SDOs (to be approved) to that of ITU-R study groups, working parties, and joint working groups.
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