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Chairman, Working Party 1A


liaison statement to the radiocommunication �advisory group





1	The Chairmen of ITU-R Study Groups 4 and 9 have jointly submitted the reference document {(Doc. 4/27 - 9/34(Rev.1)} to the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG97�1/11) expressing an opinion, listing several options, and concluding by requesting the RAG to:


a)	endorse the assignment of two (essentially identical) draft new Questions on coordination area to Study Group 4 and Study Group 9; and 


b)	identify the responsible Study Group for future maintenance of Recommendations ITU-R IS.847 and IS.849.


2	The RAG, in reaching conclusions on the above actions and in subsequently providing its advice to the Director, BR, may wish to take into account that the Radiocommunication Assembly has evidently established the authority of SG 1 to administer these studies, conveyed from SG 2 when it was disbanded, to ensure that a neutral group would be responsible for the work. Resolution ITU-R 4-1, "Structure of Radiocommunication Study Groups," provides the Terms of Reference for all the ITU-R Study Groups. The Scope of Study Group 1 is stated to be in Annex 1 (Section 2): 


"2	Development of Recommendations or of a Report to the Conference Preparatory Meeting in answer to those urgent Questions concerning inter-service sharing and compatibility requiring special attention. This course of action shall be followed if the matter cannot be dealt with more expeditiously through the mechanism of joint working parties, joint task groups or ad hoc rapporteur groups, as assigned by the Radiocommunication Assembly, or if the Question arises during the interval between Radiocommunication Assemblies, by the Director after consultation with interested Study Group Chairmen and administrations (see Annex 2)."


Annex 2 of Resolution ITU-R 4-1 has special provisions for Study Group 1, viz., "Principles Applicable to the Work of Radiocommunication Study Group 1." Paragraph 6 of Annex 2 states: 


"6	Study a limited number of specific urgent Questions concerning inter-service sharing and compatibility referred to it by the Radiocommunication Assembly or, if the Question arises during the interval between the Assemblies, by the decision of a meeting of the Study Group Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen or by the Director after consultation with interested Study Group Chairmen and administrations. The Radiocommunication Assembly or the Director, as the case may be, shall establish a time schedule for the completion of this work."


�
3	The reference document from SGs 4 and 9 correctly points out that there is no ITU-R Question dealing with the determination of coordination area for earth stations in the FSS operating with non-GSO satellites and sharing the same frequency bands with the FS and that therefore, there is no official ITU-R study in this area. However, recent indications by liaison statements to Working Party 1A are that the studies require a much broader approach than this because of the impact of requirements from all the service Study Groups having some responsibility for earth station coordination work.


4	Working Party 1A began work on this study at its meeting in October 1996, and continued at its February 1997 meeting. It considered the proposals to the RAG from Study Groups 4 and 9 in the context of preparations for the 1997 Conference Preparatory Meeting based upon the decision of the 1996 CPM to make WP 1A the lead group for the preparations of the report needed to address WRC-97 agenda item 1.3, viz., "review of Appendix 28 (S7) to the Radio Regulations taking into account Resolution 60, Resolution 712 (Rev.WRC-95) and Recommendation 711." Working Party 1A has been basing its work on the existing Study Group 2 Recommendations ITU-R IS.847, IS.848, and IS.849, but has had additional input in the form of liaison statements from SG 7, WP 4A, WP 4-9S, WP 10-11S, and SG 3 that, taken together, indicate the pertinent IS Recommendations in and of themselves are not sufficient to revise Appendix 28 (S7). Indeed, taken together, the very recent liaison statements available to WP 1A indicate that the issues are sufficiently complex to warrant substantial study, study that cannot be completed in time for WRC�97. That is to say, the work within WP 1A indicates that the existing SG 2 Recommendations cannot be used simply to revise Appendix S7 without more detailed study.


5	Four issues for discussion at the RAG are identified as the following:


a)	Where should the work be assigned on "coordination area" for earth stations in the fixed-satellite service (SG 4), the fixed service (SG 9), the space science services (SG 7), the mobile-satellite service(s) (SG 8), the sound (SG 10) and the television (SG 11) broadcast services, taking into account propagation studies from SG 3 with a possible intended extension of the procedure down to 100 MHz?


b)	What is the relevance of the Terms of Reference of SG 1, as agreed by the 1995 Radiocommunication Assembly in Resolution ITU-R 4-1 and particularly paragraph 6 of its Annex 2, to the proposal by the Chairmen of SGs 4 and 9?


c)	What is the relationship to each other of the other Study Groups that are concerned either with feeder-link earth stations, or with coordination areas that might be affected by a revised Appendix S7?


d)	What are the implications for IS-series Recommendations IS.848 and IS.850, by advice from the RAG in response to Document RAG97-1/11, that differs from Resolution ITU�R 4-1?


6	In addition to the four issues indicated above, the RAG should be aware of the draft new Question and Decision prepared within WP 1A which are intended to be associated with the creation of a new Task Group [1/6] that would draw together experts and results of studies from all of the groups (SG 1, SG 3, SG 4, SG 7, SG 8, SG 9, SG 10 and SG 11) with potential interest in contributing to the development of texts that may be used to revise Appendix S7 at WRC-99. This would also require the carry-over to the agenda for WRC-99, the agenda item 1.3 from WRC-97.
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