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	Circular Letter 	18 August 1998


	10/LCCE/29


	11/LCCE/32


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU and�Radiocommunication Sector Members participating in the work �of Radiocommunication Study Groups 10 and 11


�



Subject:	Announcement of the establishment of Joint Task Group 10-11 on multimedia broadcast evolution and common content format and of its first meeting 


Introduction


At the meeting of the Joint Steering Committee of 3 April 1998, the Chairmen of Study Groups 10 and 11 decided to set up Joint Task Group 10-11 on multimedia broadcast evolution and common content format (see Annex 1). The establishment of this Group was subject to the approval by correspondence of a relevant new urgent Question (included in Annex 4 of Administrative Circular CA/53 dated 1 May 1998) which forms the basis for the work of the above mentioned Group.


The procedure for approval of the new Question ITU-R 258/11 [Doc. 11/56] has been successfuly completed and announced by Administrative Circular CACE/130 of  10 August 1998. Therefore new Joint Task Group 10-11 is now being established according to § 3.5 of Resolution ITU-R 1-2. 


The Chairman of Joint Task Group 10-11 appointed at the above mentioned meeting of the Joint Steering Committee is:


Mr. C. WEINZWEIG


RFC Holdings, Inc.


9711 N. Kildare


SKOKIE, IL 60076-1150


United States of America


Tel: +1 310 3144183


Fax: +1 310 3144187


Email: majortom@ties.itu.int


�
Date and place of the first meeting


The first meeting of Joint Task Group 10-11 will take place at the ITU Headquarters, Geneva, from 30 November to 4 December 1998. Services directly connected with meeting activities, such as delegate registration, document distribution, etc. will be located in the same building. Registration will commence at 08:30 hours on the opening day and the meeting will start at 09:30 hours.


Programme of the meeting


In accordance with Resolution ITU-R 1-2, Joint Task Group 10-11 studies assigned Question ITU�R 258/11 (see Annex 2 to this letter) and will prepare draft ITU-R Recommendations, progress reports and other texts for consideration by Study Groups 10 and 11.


A draft agenda for this meeting is contained in Annex 3.


Working language


The Joint Working Party 10-11 will conduct its work in English.


Contributions


Contributions in response to the work of Joint Task Group 10-11 are invited. These will be processed according to the provisions laid down in Resolution ITU-R 1-2. 


One copy of each contribution should be sent to the Director, Radiocommunication Bureau for processing. Contributions should also be sent to the Chairman of  the Joint Working Party and  to the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of  Study Groups 10 and 11. The pertinent addresses can be found in Annex 4 to this circular. Participants are encouraged to submit contributions on magnetic diskettes along with paper copies, or by electronic mail to:


	leslie.jones@itu.int 


Contributions received up to six weeks in advance of the meeting are dispatched, as far as possible, before the meeting in their original language. Later contributions, received up to seven days in advance of  the meeting, are made available at the opening of the meeting. The Secretariat cannot guarantee that documents received after the seven-day limit can be made available to participants at the opening of the meeting. Resolution ITU-R 1-2 provides that contributions which are not available to participants at the opening of the meeting shall not be considered.


�
Participation


In order to make the necessary arrangements, it is requested that the intended participation of your representative(s) be advised not later than one month before the opening of the meeting, by means of the annexed form (Annex 6) (to be photocopied as required). For hotel accommodation see Administrative Circular CA/41 dated 23 January 1997.





			Robert W. Jones�			Director, Radiocommunication Bureau


Annexes: 6


Distribution:


-	Administrations of Member States and Radiocommunication Sector Members participating in the work of Radiocommunication Study Groups 10 and 11


-	Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Radiocommunication Study Groups 10 and 11


-	Secretary-General of the ITU, Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, Director of the Telecommunication Development 	Bureau





�
ANNEX 1


DECISION


ESTABLISHMENT OF  JOINT TASK GROUP 10-11


MULTIMEDIA BROADCAST EVOLUTION AND COMMON CONTENT FORMAT





ITU-R Study Groups 10 and 11,


	considering


a)	that digital broadcasting services will become widely available and offer both linear programming and multimedia applications;


b)	that internet, particularly the World Wide Web, will provide broadcast-like services and will complement broadcast services in several ways;


c)	that viewers will greatly benefit if access to digital broadcast and web services is simple;


d)	that the choice of technical systems has to take into account market economics;


e)	that all digital delivery systems will need a software interface, including digital radio telephony (Cellular, IMT-2000, etc.), digital audio broadcasting (DAB), and wideband digital systems and that there could be substantial benefits to commonality and interoperability,


	decides that a new Joint Task Group 10-11 be established with the following tasks:


1	to strive to recommend a unique set of Application Programming Interfaces (API) for digital broadcasting;


2	to bring this to the attention of organisations studying standards for other digital delivery systems with a view to encouraging commonality and interoperability;


3	to make proposals for an evolving family of receiver types, increasing in performance that will enable broadcasters to deliver multimedia applications;


4	to establish liaison with the Worldwide Web Consortium (W3C) to provide maximum understanding of the broadcast and web environments and the ITU-R expertise in many related matters;


5	to establish liaisons with ISO/IEC/MPEG, Study Group 8, Working Parties 11A, 10B and 10C, Joint Working Parties 10-11R and 10-11S and Task Group 11/5 in the ITU-R and Study Groups 9, 13, 15 and 16 in the ITU-T, and any other appropriate groups;


6	to recommend a Common Content Format, that may be used by broadcasters for transmission and international programme exchange;


�
7	to attempt that the Joint Task Group will finish its work before the end of 1999;


8	to evaluate existing Questions and develop a specific Questions on the subject.


further decides


1	that the Chairman of Joint Task Group 10-11 will be: 


Mr. C. WEINZWEIG


RFC Holdings, Inc.


9711 N. Kildare


SKOKIE, IL 60076-1150


United States of America


Tel: +1 310 3144183


Fax: +1 310 3144187


Email: majortom@ties.itu.int








�
ANNEX 2


�include 11-119-e \* Mergeformat �QUESTION  ITU-R 258/11


MULTIMEDIA EVOLUTION AND COMMON CONTENT FORMAT


												(1998)


The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,


considering


a)	that digital broadcasting services will become widely available and offer both linear programming and multimedia applications;


b)	that internet, particularly the World Wide Web, will provide broadcast-like services and will compliment broadcast services in several ways;


c)	that viewers will greatly benefit if access to digital broadcast and web services is simple;


d)	that the choice of technical systems has to take into account market economics;


e)	that all digital delivery systems will need a software interface, including digital radio telephony (Cellular, IMT-2000, etc.), digital audio broadcasting (DAB), and wideband digital systems and that there could be substantial benefits to commonality and interoperability;


f)	that work on return channels for interactive television is being conducted in ITU-R TG 11/5;


g)	that television systems for SDTV, for HDTV and for High Resolution Imaging (HRI) systems are in use widely in non-broadcast applications. These applications may be studied by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and these studies are of interest to the Radiocommunication Sector;


h)	that a range of equipment for conventional TV, for HDTV and for HRI, including both professional and consumer uses, may make use of the relevant Radiocommunication Sector and Telecommunication Standardization Sector standards. The standardization of such equipment may be studied by the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC). These studies are of interest to the Radiocommunication Sector;


j)	that it may be advantageous to users and manufacturers, if the standards developed by these international bodies were to be based on common principles and to contain a maximum of common elements;


k)	that compression technology of video and audio signals is now finding applications (e.g. JPEG, MPEG);


l)	that the multimedia-hypermedia applications composed of video, audio, still-pictures, text, graphics, etc., have been developed in the fields of communication and computers;


m)	that various teletext and other data services have been in operation in a lot of countries;


n)	that there are opportunities to introduce new types of data broadcasting;


o)	that standardization of the data structure of multimedia information to establish the Multimedia/Hypermedia Evaluation Group (MHEG), Hyper ODA, is progressing in IEC/ISO;


p)	that the multimedia-hypermedia data structures may have application for broadcasting and for ancillary data services for television and sound broadcasting,


q)	taking into account the existence of draft new Recommendation ITU-R BT.[Doc. 11/25(Rev.1) (11/BL/8): Basic requirements for multimedia-hypermedia broadcasting,


decides  that the following Question should be studied


1	What Application Programming Interfaces (API) are necessary for Multimedia Applications in the Broadcast Environment?


2	What platform requirements should be specified to match the expected increase in power of receivers to continue providing increased functionality to the end-user?


3	What Common Content Format should be used by broadcasters for transmission and international programme exchange?


4	What is necessary to implement the user requirements for broadcasting in multimedia and hypermedia,


further decides


1	that the results of the above studies should be included in (a) Recommendation(s); 


2	that the Recommendation(s) should be submitted to Radiocommunication Study Group 11 for approval and consequent action;


3	that in view of the increasing application of TV in many countries for both broadcast and non�broadcast uses, the above studies should be completed by 1999.


�


NOTE 1 - This activity should be coordinated with ITU-R SG 8, 10, 11 and ITU-T SG 9, 13, 15�and 16.


NOTE 2 - Category: S1





�
ANNEX 3





DRAFT AGENDA FOR THE MEETING OF JOINT TASK GROUP 10-11


Geneva, 30 November - 4 December 1998





1	Opening remarks 


2	Approval of the agenda


3	JTG 10-11 working structure and procedures


4	Areas of work and appointment or re-appointment of responsible Rapporteurs and definition of their terms of reference


5		Presentation of contributions


6	Establishment of drafting Groups


7	Discussion of the results of drafting Groups


8	JTG 10-11 liaison with other ITU-R and ITU-T Groups


9	Definition of a plan for future work


10	Dates and places of next meetings


11	Any other business








	C. Weinzweig�	Chairman, Joint Task Group 10-11


�
ANNEX 4


List of Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen


Chairman, Radiocommunication Study Group 11


Mr. M. KRIVOCHEEV 				TEL:	+7 095 2677276�Radio Research Institute				FAX:	+7 095 2610090�(NIIR) 								+7 095 2302097�16 Kazakova Street					E-mail: m_krivocheev@mail.tcnet.ru�103064 MOSCOW�Russian Federation


Vice-Chairmen, Radiocommunication Study Group 11


Mr. T. NISHIZAWA					TEL:	 +81 3 54942200�Director-General					FAX:	 +81 3 54942459�NHK Science & Technical Research Lab.		E-mail: taiji.nishizawa@itu.int �1-10-11, Kinuta						 nishisaw@strl.nhk.or.jp�Setagaya-ku�TOKYO 157-8510�Japan


Mr. R. ZEITOUN 					TEL:	+1 613 9982916�Industry Canada					FAX:	+1 613 9915487�DGSE/DBCP						E-mail: zeitoun.ralph@ic.gc.ca�300 Slater Street�OTTAWA, Ontario K1A 0C8�Canada


Chairman, Radiocommunication Study Group 10


Mr. A. MAGENTA�RAI - Radiotelevisione Italiana			TEL:	+39 6 3226248�Viale Mazzini 14					FAX:	+39 6 33175115�00195 ROMA						E-mail: magenta@rai.it�Italy


�
Vice-Chairmen, Radiocommunication Study Group 10


Mr. H. M. JOSHI					TEL:	+91 11 3710058�Engineer-in-Chief					FAX:	+91 11 3711956�Directorate General					E-mail: joshi.eicair@gems.vsnl.net.in�All India Radio �Akashvani Bhavan�Parliament Street �NEW DELHI 110 001�India (Republic of)


Mr. O. KARPENKO					TEL.:	+380 44 4448284�Ukrainian State Centre of Radio			FAX:	+380 44 4448100�Frequencies and Supervision for 			E-mail: chaika@ukrf.kiev.ua�Telecommunications�15 Km, pr. Peremogy�252179 KIEV�Ukraine


Mr. H. KUSSMANN					TEL.:	+49 6151 833420�Deutsche Telekom AG				FAX:	+49 6151 838709�Zentrum für Rundfunk und Audiovision		E-mail: horst.kussmann@t-online.de�Postfach 10 00 03						 �64276 DARMSTADT�Germany (Federal Republic of)


Mr. L. OLSON					TEL.:	+1 202 4182142�Federal Communications Commission (FCC)	FAX:	+1 202 4180398�2000 M Street, N.W.					E-mail: lolson@fcc.gov�WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554�United States of America


Chairman, Radiocommunication Joint Task Group 10-11


Mr. C. WEINZWEIG					TEL:	+1 310 3144183


RFC Holdings, Inc.					FAX:	+1 310 3144187


9711 N. Kildare					E-mail: majortom@ties.itu.int


SKOKIE, IL 60076-1150


United States of America





�
ANNEX 5�(English only)





REQUEST FOR ITU-R DOCUMENTS* 


Joint Task Group 10-11





Name of Member State or Sector Member:





�
�
�
�
�
Number of documents and languages required:





	E:		F:		S:	


�
�
�
�
�



Signature:	


(on behalf of Member State or Sector Member)





Date:	





�
�
�
�
�



Please note:


This request for documentation will be sent directly to the address of the Member State or Sector Member currently on file in the Document and Meetings Unit of the Radiocommunication Bureau. This form should be duly completed and returned to the following address.  For further information, please contact:





Mrs. L. Kocher�International Telecommunication Union�Radiocommunication Bureau�Place des Nations�1211 Geneva 20�Switzerland�Telephone:  +41 22 730 5802�Fax:  +41 22 730 6600�E-mail:  kocher@itu.int�
ANNEX 6


Formulaire de participation - Registration Form - Formulario de inscripción


�INCLUDEPICTURE R:\\APP\\WW6\\ITULOGO.WMF����
�



Registration Form�30 November - 4 December 1998, Geneva�
�
Radiocommunication�
�
JTG 10-11�
�
Bureau�
�
�
�






Mr. Mrs. Ms. Miss: 	………………………………………………………   ……………………………………………………………�						(family name)					(first name)������Accompanied by : 	………………………………………………………    ……………………………………………………………�						(family name)					(first name)�


REPRESENTATION�


Name of Member State: 	…………………………………………………………………………………………


					(	Head of Delegation	(	Deputy		(	Delegate�						(to be completed by representatives of Member States only)


Name of Sector Member:	…………………………………………………………………………………………�					(	Recognized Operating Agencies�					(	Scientific or Industrial Organizations�					(	Regional and other International Organizations�					(	Regional Telecommunication Organizations�					(	Intergovernmental Organizations Operating Satellite Systems�					(	Other Entities Dealing with Telecommunication Matters (CV 230)�					(	United Nations and its Specialized Agencies


2.	OFFICIAL ADDRESS�


Name of the Company : 	………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


Street Address:		….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…….


City/State/Code/Country: 	..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…


Tel:	….…………………………….…  Fax:	………………………….……  E-mail:	…………………………………………….


�Private Address during the meeting:   …….…………………………………  In case of Emergency:   ….….……….……………………….


DOCUMENTS		(	French	(		(	English		(	(	Spanish�Date :	……………………………………………………	Signature:	………………………………………………………………..





For BR Secretariat use only�
�
Approved (if applicable)��embed MSDraw \* mergeformat ����
Franking Card��embed MSDraw \* mergeformat ����
Section��embed MSDraw \* mergeformat ����
Pigeonhole��embed MSDraw \* mergeformat ����
�
To be returned duly completed to the Radiocommunication Bureau�
Place des Nations�CH-1211 Genève 20�Suisse�
	              Telephone: +41 22 730 5802�	              Telefax: +41 22 730 6600�	              Telex: 421000 UIT�
�



*	Please return this form, duly completed, on or before 30 October1998.





� FILENAME \p \* MERGEFORMAT �\\Hockey\br_top\BRITUDOC\ITUDOC\CL-LCCE\SG10\29\029e.doc�





�symbol 190 \f "Symbol" \s 11��





Place des Nations	Telephone 	+41 22 730 51 11	Telex 421 000 uit ch	Internet:	itumail@itu.int


CH-1211 Geneva 20	Telefax	Gr3:	+41 22 733 72 56	Telegram ITU GENEVE	X.400 	S=itumail; P=itu


Switzerland		Gr4:	+41 22 730 65 00		A=400net; C=ch
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