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	CR/50


To Administrations of Members of the ITU


�
Subject:	Post WRC-95 activities by the Radiocommunication Bureau relating to Appendices 30 and 30A�- Resolution 531 (WRC-95) (formerly Resolution GT PLEN-1 of WRC-95) -





To the Director General





Dear Sir,


		Pursuant to the decisions of the WRC-95 relating to the review of Appendices 30 and 30A (for Regions 1 & 3) to the Radio Regulations, I would like to inform you of the actions that the Radiocommunication Bureau has taken so far or is taking to perform the various tasks entrusted to it as specified in paragraphs 5.3 and 5.4 of the Annex to Resolution 531 WRC-95 ( formerly Resolution GT PLEN-1). Attached to the present Circular-letter, you will find details of the actions taken in view of the implementation of that Resolution.


		Yours faithfully,








		Robert W. Jones


		Director, Radiocommunication Bureau





Attachment:





GK/KA/GM/HDG/nc


15.03.96








Distribution:





- Administrations of Members of the ITU


- Members of the Radio Regulations Board


- Chairman of the Special Committee on Regulatory/Procedural Matters


- Chairman of WP-10-11S


- Chairmen of Study Groups-10 and 11


�
IMPLEMENTATION OF PARAGRAPHS 5.3 AND 5.4 OF 


THE ANNEX TO RESOLUTION 531 (WRC-95)








1.	Regulatory matters





	1.1	Application of RR2674 and treatment of former assignments 





		In preparing the Agenda of WRC-97, substantial discussions took place at WRC-95 on the Broadcasting-satellite service (BSS) planning principles and criteria for the revision of Appendices 30 and 30A. In-depth discussions also took place concerning the application of RR2674 as well as the Rules of Procedure (RoP) relating to that provision. The Radio Regulations Board, at its fourth Meeting            (Geneva, 15-19 January 1996), approved revised Rules of Procedures relating to the application of RR2674 and the treatment of former assignments in the Plans not reflecting the current administrative and geographical situation. These Rules were published in Circular-letter CR/48 of 16 February 1996.





1.2	Publication relating to submissions including non standard parameters





	Pursuant to paragraph 5.3.4 of the Annex to the Resolution, the Bureau taking into account the decisions of WRC-95, has reviewed the networks submitted to it under Article 4 of Appendices 30 and 30A still in the coordination phase in order to identify those having “non-standard parameters” (i.e. different from those on the basis of which the current Plans were developed) . The Bureau has published a single Special Section covering these BSS networks in which the following Note was included: 





“Note by the Bureau: This Special Section is published pursuant to the decision of WRC-95 as contained in paragraph 5.3.4 of the Annex to Resolution 531 which instructed the Bureau to include the following note in the relevant publication: 


		This Note is intended to indicate that if the proposed systems included in the present Special Section using parameters different from those on the basis of which the Plans in Appendices 30 and 30A were developed have not successfully completed the Article 4 procedures by WRC-97, WRC-97 will take account, as far as possible, of its parameters; otherwise, if this is not possible, the administration responsible for this system either revises its parameters, at WRC-97, so as to be compatible with the revised Regions 1 and 3 Plan, or maintains the modification and continues coordination under the modification procedures adopted by WRC-97, as of their entry into force.”





1.3	Calculation of the overall equivalent protection margin (OEPM)





		Paragraph 5.3.5 of the Annex to the Resolution gives precise instruction to the Bureau on how to calculate the OEPM. This issue is considered as an action item to be taken by the Bureau and is relevant to the MSPACE software upgrading for planning exercises referred to in Section 5.4 of the Annex to the Resolution.





2 .	Planning Exercises





	Pursuant to CS92 and CV88, at WRC-95 the Bureau identified the resources required for conducting the planning exercises (including software development). The Bureau was instructed by the Conference  to carry out these tasks in cooperation with administrations and Study Groups (see Section 5.4 of the Annex to the above-mentioned Resolution). As a result, the Bureau, in establishing its operational plan for 1996, has had to rearrange its priorities in order to implement  the decisions of WRC-95. To this effect, the Bureau has established a specific work plan to conduct the various steps of the planning exercices. This work plan includes:





		- publication of the BSS networks with parameters different from the Plan (WARC-77, Orb-88) 	  (“non-standard parameters” (end of February 1996);





		- up-dating of the Plans’ data bases (end of May 1996);





		- planning exercise - Step 1 (modification of the existing Plan on the basis of new technical 		  parameters) (end of September 1996);





		- planning exercise - Step 2 (to provide plan entries for “new” ITU Member countries and for 		  countries having less than the minimum number of channels) (end of May 1997);





		- planning exercise - Step 3 (to take into account, as far as possible, Article 4 modifications) 	(end of September 1997).





		The administrations and the different groups of the ITU-R Sector (CPM, WP 10-11S, Special Committee on Regulatory and Procedural Matters, RRB) will be kept regularly informed of the ongoing activities concerning this task.





		The Bureau is currently seeking solutions to the resource problems resulting from the budget situation. It has also been necessary to review the Bureau’s work priorities. The following tasks which were entrusted to the Bureau by WRC-95 in Resolution 531 will be given high priority:





		a) processing the requests for modification received under Article 4 of Appendices 30 and 30A and,


		b) carrying out the planning exercises.





		While to accomplish task a) above, the Bureau had to reinforce the staff performing these activities, for task b) above, in the absence of the required budgetary resources (staff), the Bureau will have to rely mainly on the assistance to be provided by administrations in the form of periodical participation of their experts in the planning exercises.





		To this effect a Planning Exercise Team has been set up. This team is composed of representatives from the Bureau and experts from administrations, broadcasting satellite operators and international organisations. These experts will participate, in their own individual capacity, in meetings organised to support the Bureau’s planning exercise work.





		The various steps and actions relating to these planning exercises to be carried out by the Bureau as specified in paragraph 5.4 of the Annex to Resolution 531, are summarised in the Annex to the present Circular-letter.





		In order to enable the Bureau to meet the above-mentioned dates for the implementation of steps 2 and 3, administrations that possess optimisation software are kindly requested to make it available to the Bureau as soon as possible and not later than end of April 1996.





3.	Radio-wave propagation aspects





		The current Regions 1 and 3 Plans are based on free space propagation model. However, there are currently Recommendations regarding propagation models that could be used in the planning exercises process. To this effect, the Bureau submitted a document to the CPM-96 as an information document and to  Working Party 10-11S as a contribution.





4.	BSS Planning Consultation Group





		In order to provide full transparency on the activities of the Bureau on the implementation of Resolution 531 and to establish full cooperation with administrations, regional organisations and broadcasting satellite service providers, the Bureau intends to establish a BSS Planning Consultation Group for the activities in question with the objective of monitoring and advising the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau on:





		- the activities carried out by the Bureau including the Planning Exercise Team;





		- the progress being made on the implementation of the respective steps of the planning 


	 	  exercises;





		- guidelines for the timely achievement of the objectives set forth in Resolution 531.





		This Group will consist of representatives from Members of the Union and members of the    ITU-R Sector. The first meeting of this Group is foreseen to be held in Geneva on                                  24-25 September 1996 at which time the results of Step 1 and the progress on Step 2 of the planning exercises will be presented.  It is anticipated that after this meeting, the members of the Group will work by correspondence, normally by e-mail. Those interested in participating in this group are invited to submit their name and e-mail address to brssd @ itu.ch. This Group once formed in this manner will work much like a rapporteur group.





5.	Relationship with ITU-R Study Groups





			The Bureau will participate in and follow activities and studies to be carried out by the various ITU-R groups concerned, namely, Working Party 10-11S, the Special Committee on Regulatory and Procedural Matters, Working Party 10-11S’ Special Rapporteur Group and the CPM. A more detailed contribution will be provided to the next Meeting of  Working Party 10-11S relating to the activities of the Bureau on planning exercises.





�
ANNEX





SUMMARY OF THE ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE PLANNING EXERCISES�DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH 5.4 OF RESOLUTION 531 (WRC-95)





1.	Step 1: 	Modification of the existing Plan on the basis of new technical parameters 


				(end of September 1996)





	For the implementation of this step, its was necessary  to merge into one single file the three plan files i.e. the Feeder-link 17 and 14 GHz and the BSS 12 GHz Plan files in order to conduct simultaneous planning exercises for the feeder links and down-links. Since the 14 GHz  and 17 GHz Feeder link Plans were developed in 1988 whereas the 12 GHz BSS plan was established in         WARC 1977, some feeder link beams were not adequately  matched with their corresponding 12 GHz beams (for example, due to a different number of channels (e.g. a feeder link having 3 channels while the corresponding down-link had 5 channels), or different beam names). During the month of          March 1996 the Bureau will provide each administration with a printout of its respective assignments in the merged file which will be used for the above-mentioned planning exercises. This file, as modified during the different steps of planning exercises, will be used with  the enhanced MSPACE software to calculate the OEPM mentioned in paragraph 5.3.5 of Annex to the above-mentioned Resolution.





	Furthermore, pursuant to the instructions of the Conference to the Bureau for the implementation of this and subsequent steps, the Bureau requests those administrations which have already notified the Bureau under paragraph 5.1 of Article 5 of Appendices 30 and 30A, to confirm the date of bringing into use of the notified assignments. 





2.	Step 2: 	To provide plan entries for “new” ITU Member countries and for countries 			having less than the minimum number of channels (end of May 1997)





	The “new” ITU Member countries (including those administrations in the Plan which have administratively or geographically changed with respect to their situation at the time of the Conferences) were requested to provide the Bureau,  within a period of 45 days, their beam requirements and associated test points, otherwise, a set of test points as well as the corresponding beam will be determined by  the Bureau for the implementation of this Step.





	The above-mentioned information will also  be made available to the Planning Exercise Team referred to in paragraph 2 of this Circular-letter as well as to the WP 10-11S Special Rapporteur Group on planning exercises. The Planning Exercise Team will use this information together with the available optimisation program(s) provided by administrations and the Special Rapporteur Group of             Working Party 10-11S to accommodate the requirements of new countries. As for countries having less than the minimum number of channels, necessary actions will be taken, as appropriate.





3.	Step 3: 	To take into account, as far as possible, Article 4 modifications 	


				(end of September 1997).





	To carry out this task and taking into account the considerable number of networks  yet to be processed under Article 4 of Appendices 30 and 30A as well as under this Step of the planning exercises ( see Annex to Section 4 of the Space Network List published quarterly by the Bureau), the following actions have been taken by the Bureau:





3.1	To accelerate the publication of Article 4 submissions, the Bureau has reinforced the staff currently performing this task and is developing a more efficient data base management system that will improve the current data capture and retrieval system. Moreover, in order to enable the Bureau to accelerate the treatment of theses submissions, priority is given to the examination of the completeness of Annex 2 data provided by administrations. (See Rules of Procedure approved by the Radio Regulations Board on this subject as contained in the last page of Circular-letter CR/46 of                      14 November 1995).





3.2	In order to further accelerate the processing of these satellite systems, administrations having submitted requests for modifications/additions to Regions 1&3 Plans are hereby requested to provide the Bureau, for each network already submitted under Article 4  and in accordance with the current file structure outlined in the MSPACE Manual, three input files containing the information of Annex 2 of Appendices 30 and 30A as follows:





a) 	an input file containing feeder link information to be used in the current Article 4    examinations;





b) 	an input file containing the corresponding down-link information to be used in the current Article 4 examinations;





and 





c) 	a merged input file containing information referred to in a) and b) above (administrations are requested to follow the input file structure for the Region 2 Plans, i.e. feeder link and down-link data structure). This merged file after being verified, will be used to carry out  the Step 3 of the planning exercises for the calculation of the overall equivalent protection margins (OEPM) mentioned in paragraph 5.3.5 of the Annex to the above-mentioned Resolution.





3.3	Furthermore, the Bureau by using its publication subsystem under development, will convert and incorporate files a) b) and c) above into its data base system and  use them for the Article 4 publications purposes.
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