- 2 -


	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
	[image: image1.wmf]



Geneva, 11 December 2000

	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
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COM 13 and 16/FB

+41 22 730 5860
+41 22 730 5853
	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union, to ITU-T Sector Members and to ITU-T Associates participating in the work of Study Groups 13 and 16



	
	
	Copy:

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of Study Group 13 and 16;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	IP networking and MEDIACOM-2004 Workshop
(Geneva, 24-27 April 2001)


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
In accordance with the schedule of ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector meetings for 2001 (see TSB Circular 10 of 27 November 2000), I would like to inform you that the Workshop on IP networking and MEDIACOM-2004, convened at the request of Study Groups 13 (Multi-protocol and IP-based networks and their internetworking) and 16 (Multimedia services, systems and terminals) will take place at ITU headquarters, Geneva, from 
24 to 27 April 2001, inclusive.

The workshop will open at 09:30 hours on the first day. Detailed information concerning the meeting rooms will be displayed on screens at the entrances to ITU headquarters.

2
The discussions will be held in one language only in accordance with decisions taken with reference to the provisions in force. 

3
The overall objectives of the workshop will be as follows:

· Increase awareness of ITU-T IP and Mediacom 2004 projects

· Identify key issues on IP networking as an input to further studies

· Further develop the ITU-T IP Project

· Introduce Mediacom 2004 to a wider audience;

· Further develop the Mediacom 2004 project plan and priorities;

· Identify potential overlaps between the IP and Mediacom 2004 projects;

· Co-ordinate ongoing work between the IP and Mediacom 2004 projects.

4
Annex 1 gives the draft workplan for the IP-networking and MEDIACOM-2004 workshop.

5
Annex 2 gives information on the ITU-T IP project.

6
Annex 3 gives information on the MEDIACOM-2004 project.

7 The present Circular and other documents relating to the Workshop will be available on the ITU-T Website (http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/workshops/index.html).

8
For your information, a hotel confirmation form is enclosed as Annex 4 (see TSB Circular 259 of 10 March 2000 for the list of hotels).

9
In order to enable the TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the documentation and organization of the Workshop, I should be grateful if you would send me, by letter or fax (No.: +41 22 730 5853), as soon as possible, but not later than 24 March 2001, the list of people who will be representing your Administration, Sector Member, Associate, regional and/or international organization or other entity.  The registration form in Annex 5, duly completed (one per participant), should be attached to the above-mentioned list.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 5

Annex 1
(to TSB Circular 13)

Draft work plan for the IP-Networking and Mediacom 2004 Workshop

(Geneva, 24 – 27 April 2001)

	
	Tuesday 24
	Wednesday 25
	Thursday 26
	Fr iday 27

	AM
	Joint opening session


	JOINT 1


	JOINT 2


	Separate closing sessions

followed by short joint closing session

	PM
	IP 1 / MM 1
	IP 3 / MM3
	IP 5 / MM5
	

	
	IP 2 / MM 2
	IP 4 / MM4
	IP 6 / MM6
	


1.
The opening session will include:

- a presentation on the WTSA outcome and on the AAP

- a number of invited papers to ‘set the scene’ from the PSO (Protocol Supporting Organization) members (IETF, W3C and ETSI)

- presentations on the IP and Mediacom 2004 projects and workshop objectives (including ISO/IEC MPEG activities)

2.
The joint sessions will be:

- (1)
Multimedia service evolution [session coordinators Mr. H. Schink (Vice-Chairman, ITU-T SG 13 - Helmut.Schink@icn.siemens.de) and Mr. J. Magill (Vice-Chairman, ITU-T SG 16 - hjm@probecom.demon.co.uk)]

- (2)
Interworking issues (in particular QoS and network performance issues) [session coordinators Mr. N. Seitz (Vice-Chairman, ITU-T SG 13 - neal@ntia.its.bldrdoc.gov) and 
Mr. F. Tosco (Vice-Chairman, ITU-T SG 16 - federico.tosco@cselt.it)]

3.
IP networking sessions will be:

IP 1-2

Transition towards next generation networks 

½ day
Session Coordinator: Mr. J-Y. Cochennec (Vice-Chairman, ITU-T SG 13)
E-mail :  jeanyves.cochennec@rd.francetelecom.fr
IP 3

Network and service management 



¼ day
Session Coordinator:  Mr. Y. Maeda (Vice Chairman, ITU-T SG 13)
E-mail: maeda.yoichi@lab.ntt.co.jp 

IP 4

Billing and accounting capabilities


¼ day
Session Coordinator: Mr. C-S. Lee (Vice-Chairman, ITU-T SG 13)
E-mail:  chae-sub.lee@ties.itu.int
IP 5-6

IP VPN 







½ day
Session Coordinator: Mr. Y. Maeda (Vice-Chairman, ITU-T SG 13)
E-mail:  maeda.yoichi@lab.ntt.co.jp
4.
The Multimedia sessions will be:

MM1/MM2  
- E-commerce/e-business



½ day
Session Coordinator:  Mr E.J. Blausten (Associate Rapporteur for QC/16)
E-mail:  eblausten@blacknose.com
MM3/MM4
- Convergence / interactive broadcast


½ day
Session Coordinator:  Mr. S. Campos Neto (Vice-Chairman, ITU-T SG 16)
E-mail: simao.campos@labs.comsat.com
MM5



- Multimedia mobility




¼ day
Session Coordinator:  Mr. M. Matsumoto (Vice-Chairman of ITU-T SG 16)
E-mail:  matsumoto@giti.waseda.ac.jp
MM6



- Multimedia access platforms



¼ day
Session Coordinator: Mr. G. Freundlich (Rapporteur for Q3/16)
E-mail: ggf@avaya.com
5.
For further information on the Workshop, please contact:

· Mr. F. Bigi (Deputy Director of TSB) 
E-mail:  fabio.bigi@itu.int
· Mr. B.W. Moore (Chairman, ITU-T SG 13)
E-mail:  brian@bwmc.demon.co.uk
· Mr. P.A. Probst (Chairman, ITU-T SG 16)
E-mail:  probst-pa@bluewin.ch
6.
Contributions to the Workshop:

Possible contributors are requested to address their inputs directly to the session coordinators, if possible prior to the end of February 2001.

7.
Workshop updates

Regular updates of the Workshop organization and venue will appear on the ITU-T Web page (Workshop).

Annex 2
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ITU-T IP Project

1
Introduction

In its capacity of Lead Study Group for ‘IP related aspects’ Study Group 13 has developed an ‘ITU-T IP Project’ which is intended to encompass all the ITU-T IP related work. The project is being regularly updated as the work progresses and as the various ITU-T Study Groups expand their activities in support of the IP related work.

 2
Background

The explosive growth of the Internet, and other IP based networks, and with it the ever increasing demand for higher bandwidth/capacity, has network operators and manufacturers alike reconsidering their services, network structures, products etc. Information technology and the use of IP based networks and applications (e.g. E-Commerce) have become critical factors in the development of telecommunication networks. 

Data traffic is growing at more than ten times the rate of voice traffic and it is estimated that in the near future data will account for 80% of all traffic carried by telecommunications networks. Therefore with this rapid change the past concept of telephone networks, which also carry data will be replaced by the concept of data networks that also carry voice. In this regard, seamless interworking between IP based networks and telecommunications networks and interoperability of their respective applications/services is essential to meet the burgeoning business requirements placed on modern communications networks. 

Another important trend in telecommunications networks is the emergence of mobile networks and a significant increase of customers subscribing to them. The work on the 3rd generation mobile networks performed by ITU under the name of the IMT-2000 has, as its main features, an increased data speed of 384 kb/s up to 2 Mb/s, a global roaming capability and the virtual home environment (enabling users to move seamlessly between fixed and mobile networks). These features will provide an additional infrastructure for the IP-based network services with fast, ubiquitous access through the global roaming capability.

Dramatic changes have also been taking place in the satellite industry that are driven by the growth of wireless and internet traffic.  Many new systems have been and are being planned, designed, and deployed to offer services such as integrated voice/data/video, internet access, and wireless access, etc.  Services offered by satellite networks are also moving quickly towards the end-users by providing them direct high-speed access.”

Not only are we facing major changes to the telecommunications network, but also these changes are developing in ever shorter time intervals, along with reduced development intervals and corresponding shorter life-cycles for services and products. Standards bodies must be able to change their focus and work direction to produce necessary standards in much shorter intervals.

Interoperability of networks and of applications is becoming an increasingly important aspect. The interaction of IP based networks and telecommunications networks for the purpose of gaining access to Internet, or other IP network applications, and the need for the interoperability of IP-based services and telecommunication services means providing real time Internet or other IP based multimedia services with the speed, capacity, ease of use, reliability and integrity of the public telephone networks in use around the world. These are aspects of telecommunication network standardization in which the ITU-T has an excellent track record.

3
Scope of the project

Based on an analysis of the input material outlined in section 1 the following twelve work areas have been identified as being of current major concern to the ITU-T:

Area 1 - Integrated architecture

Area 2 - Impact to telecommunications access infrastructures of access to IP applications

Area 3 - Interworking between IP based network and switched-circuit networks, including wireless based networks

Area 4 - Multimedia applications over IP

Area 5 - Numbering and addressing

Area 6 - Transport for IP-structured signals

Area 7 - Signalling support, IN and routing for services on IP-based networks

Area 8 - Performance

Area 9 - Integrated management of telecom and IP-based networks

Area 10 - Security aspects

Area 11 - Network capabilities including requirements for resource management

Area 12 - Operations and Maintenance (OAM) for IP

Annex 3
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ITU-T Project - Mediacom 2004

1. Introduction

The project Mediacom 2004 has been established by Study Group 16 in its capacity as lead Study Group for multimedia studies in the ITU-T. The intent of the project is to generate a framework for multimedia studies for use within the ITU and other (Standards Development Organizations) SDOs. The formation of this project has been endorsed by the WTSA 2000.

2. Background & Objectives

The project Mediacom 2004 has been established in recognition that:

· global standards and harmonized regulations are essential for an effective and democratic Information Society, and consistent multimedia systems and services are part of the core in this Information revolution; 
· many SDOs and industry forums are developing multimedia standards;
· the present convergence trends are bringing further overlaps in standardization work and, as a consequence, introduce the need for costly and complex gateways to maintain end-to-end interoperability;

· the rapid increase in diversity of services and systems increases the possibility of confusion amongst users;
The main objective of Mediacom 2004 is to establish a framework for the harmonized and coordinated development of global multimedia communication standards. It is intended that this will be developed with the support of, and for use by, all relevant ITU-T and ITU-R Study Groups, and in close cooperation with other regional and international SDOs.

As part of the Mediacom 2004 project a Multimedia Standards Steering Committee will be established involving key relevant organisations, with the aim of ensuring that overlapping efforts are avoided, all required standards are being addressed, and the need for gateways to ensure end-to-end interoperability is minimized.
3. Mediacom 2004 Framework Standardisation Areas

The key Framework Standardisation Areas (FSA) identified for study within Mediacom 2004 are as follows:

· Multimedia architecture

· Multimedia applications and services

· Interoperability of multimedia systems and services

· Media coding

· Quality of service and end-to-end performance in multimedia systems

· Security of multimedia systems and services

· Accessibility to multimedia systems and services

These FSAs correspond to Questions B/16 through to H/16 of the Questions now under study by SG16.

4. Initial Activities

The initial activities within the project will include:

· Mediacom 2004 Workshop – as announced in this Circular Letter;

· first meeting of the Multimedia Standards Steering Committee, to be held in conjunction with the Workshop;
· documentation and agreement of processes for co-ordination between SDOs;
· development of the Mediacom 2004 framework;
· development of a multimedia standards database and issue list.

5. Further Information

A ‘Mediacom 2004’ web page will be accessible on the ITU web site, via the SG16 home page, by the end of December 2000.


ANNEX 4

(to TSB Circular 13)

	Ce formulaire de confirmation est à adresser directement à l'hôtel de votre choix (voir la Circulaire TSB 259)

This confirmation form should be sent directly to the hotel of your choice (see TSB Circular 259)

Dirija directamente este formulario de confirmación al hotel que elija (véase la Circular TSB 259)
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Réunion  CE/GT                                                         du                               au                          Genève

SG/WP meeting     --------------------------------------  from    ----------------  to ------------------ Geneva

Reunión  CE/GT                                                     desde el                           al                          Ginebra

Confirmation de la réservation faite le                                                       A l'hôtel

Confirmation of the reservation made on ----------------------------           To hotel   -------------------------------

Confirmación de la reserva efectuada el                                                    Al hotel

au prix préférentiel offert à l'UIT / at ITU preferential tariff / al precio preferencial ofrecido a la UIT
                 chambre simple/double        du                                heure d'arrivée                           au 

-------------single/double room            from        ---------------  time of arrival        -------------  to  ------------

                 habitación indiv./doble    desde el                           hora de llegada                           al

Nom / Name / Apellido                ---------------------------------------------- 

Prénom / First name / Nombre    ----------------------------------------------- 

Adresse / Address / Dirección    -------------------------------------------------           Tel: -----------------------------  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------          Fax: -----------------------------  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      E-mail: -----------------------------

Carte de crédit en garantie de la réservation

Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  ----------------------------------------------- 

Tarjeta de crédito que garantiza la reserva                                                                autre / other / otras   

No ---------------------------------------------- validité / validity / validez   --------------------------------------------------- 

Date/Date/Fecha   --------------------------  Signature / Signature / Firma  ------------------------------------------------ 
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	ITU-TSB
	IP networking and MEDIACOM-2004 Workshop
(Geneva,24-27 April 2001)


	

	

	REGISTRATION  FORM

	

	To be returned to TSB (Fax +41 22 730 5853) by 24 March 2001



	
	
	

	Mr.

Mrs.

Miss


	
	

	_________________________________________________
	
	_________________________________________________

	Family Name
	
	Country

	_________________________________________________
	
	_________________________________________________

	First Name
	
	Name of Administration of Member State *

	_________________________________________________
	
	_________________________________________________

	Accompanied by – please specify name
	
	Name of Sector Member / Associate / Other

	
	
	

	
	

	Complete address of Administration or Organization:
	

	_________________________________________________
	Tel:____________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________
	Fax:____________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________
	E-mail:_________________________________________________

	

	

	Hotel/Address in Geneva

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tel:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

	

	I wish to receive the documents in paper form during the Meeting:
	or
	I wish to download the documents from the Web (TIES account required):

	Français

English

Español


	

	Date: _________________________
	Signature: _______________________________________________________


	For TSB Secretariat use only


	
	Pigeon-hole

	
	


	Place des Nations
Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
Telex 421 000 uit ch
E-mail:
itumail@itu.int

CH-1211 Geneva 20
Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
Telegram ITU GENEVE
www.itu.int

Switzerland

Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00



