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Time ‘T’ is approaching - 31 December 1996, 2359 hours, UTC
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�
Important notice: Please bring this Circular to the attention of �the telecommunication numbering plan administrator in your country/organization


To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	ITU-T Recommendation E.164 (The Numbering Plan for the ISDN Era) details the format and structure of the Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN) numbering plan.  Within that Recommendation it is stipulated that at Time ‘T’(31 December 1996, 2359 hours Coordinated Universal Time) all switches and networks should have the capability of handling international telephone numbers with a maximum length of 15 digits.


Full details of the timetable are contained in ITU-T Recommendation E.165 (Timetable for the Coordinated Implementation of the Full Capability of the Numbering Plan for the ISDN Era).


Additional digit analysis capabilities are also required at Time ‘T’, with seven digit analysis being required on some international calls.  Full details of this are contained in ITU-T Recommendation E.162 (Capability for Seven Digit Analysis of International E.164 Numbers at Time T).


Further details on the need for this change and the impact and demands on both existing and future networks were included in TSB Circular 128, 28 February 1995.


2	At the last Study Group 2 meeting in Geneva, May 1996, the Finnish Administration stated that a number of ROAs in Finland will start using 15 digits international numbers for one or more of their services beginning 1 January 1997.  Germany has already officially announced that it will be implementing a variable numbering plan and a portion of its subscriber numbers will exceed current 12-digit maximum capacity.  In addition, Iridium, a global mobile satellite system service provider, has announced that it will provide services in 1998 utilizing a 15 digit numbering plan.


�
The customers accustomed to direct dialling international calls will not be able to reach subscribers that have more than 12 digits in their full international number.  In those cases where some countries have expanded their numbering plan to greater than 12 digits and the expanded international dialling capacity is not implemented in other countries, only manual (operated assisted) calls will be possible from the countries that have not expanded their digit capacity.


3	The impact on the involved ROAs and countries can best be shown by the following illustrative scenario:
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Country A	needs more than 12 digits to implement new services or to introduce new service 			providers/ROAs.


Country B	has the capability to handle international calls with up to 12 digits in the international 		numbers.


Country C	has the capability to handle international calls with up to 15 digits in the international 		numbers.


Subscribers and users in country B will not be able to call subscribers in country A who need more than 12 digits, while all subscribers and users in country C will be able to call all subscribers in countries A and B.


The service providers/ROAs in country A, who normally could receive calls from all over the world (countries A, B and C) will now only be able to receive calls from country C and not country B, because the latter does not have the necessary digit capability.


Calling subscribers and users in country B, who prior to Time ‘T’ had direct contact with all subscribers in country A, will no longer be able to call the subscribers in country A directly.


The negative impact of non compliance with the requirements of Time ‘T’ will be both on the called subscribers and service providers/ROAs in country A as well as on the calling subscribers, users and the involved service providers/ROAs in country B.


4	For the reasons explained above, it is imperative that all networks, switches and other affected systems are able to comply with the requirements of Time ‘T’.


Yours faithfully,


Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau
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