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COM 16/FB
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-	To the Administrations of Member States �of the Union;

Copy:

-	To ITU-T Sector Members;

-	To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of �Study Group 16

-	To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-	To the Director of the Radiocommunication  Bureau;

��

�Subject:�Meeting of Study Group 16 with a view to propose approval of nine draft revised and five draft new Recommendations in accordance with the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Helsinki, 1993)�Geneva, 17-27 March 1997��

�To the Director-General,

Dear Sir,

1	At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 16, (Multimedia services and systems), I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Helsinki, 1993) for the approval of nine revised Recommendations and of five new Recommendations.

2	For this purpose, at the meeting of Study Group 16, which will be held in Geneva from �17-27 March 1997, one working session will be devoted on 18 March 1997 to consider the application of the approval procedure for these revised and new Recommendations, and I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or an other entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).

�3	The summaries and locations of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendations and draft new Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.

4	Any ITU member organization aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see §§ 2 and 3 of Annex 2).

Available patent information can be accessed through TIES on the Internet (using either the World Wide Web or Gopher).

5	The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning Study Group 16 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 1/16.

Yours faithfully,�

Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau



Annexes:	1. Summaries and locations of the ITU-T Recommendations submitted for approval.�		2. Patent Policy

�

ANNEX 1�(to TSB Circular 16)



Summaries and locations of the ITU-T Recommendations for approval at the meeting of �Study Group 16 (Geneva, 17-27 March 1997)



1.	Draft new ITU-T Recommendation F.731 (ex F.mcs.1) - Multimedia Conference Services in the ISDN (published in Report COM 1-R 80)

The present Recommendation describes the Multimedia Conference Services supported by an ISDN. It relies on Recommendation F.702 for the main body of the description, and only gives the specific complements relevant to the ISDN, which derive from its capabilities and its limitations.

2.	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation T.126 - Multipoint still image and annotation protocol (published in Contribution COM 16-12)1)

This Recommendation defines a protocol supporting the management of common multi-layer visual spaces and the multipoint exchange of graphical information directed to these spaces including images (hard and soft copy), pointers and filled and unfilled parametric drawing elements (points, lines, polygon and ellipses). Support for rendering out of band video streams within T.126 workspaces is also included. In addition, keyboard and pointing device exchanges are specified to support basic user interaction. Protocol elements for creating and referencing archived visual spaces are defined to allow pre-stored or pre-distributed graphical materials to be referenced. This protocol uses services provided by Recommendations T.122 (MCS) and T.124 (GCC) and complies with the guidelines specified in Recommendation T.121 (GAT).

3.	Draft new Annex H (Variable bit-rate LD-CELP operation mainly for DCME at rates lower than 16 kbit/s) to ITU-T Recommendation G.728 (published in Contribution �COM 16-2)

This Annex contains the modifications to Recommendation G.728 LD-CELP Speech Coding Algorithm needed to reduce the coding bit-rate down to 12.8 and 9.6 kbit/s. These modifications include the modifications to the shape and gain codebooks.

4.	Draft new Appendix II (Error tracking) to ITU-T Recommendation H.263 (published in Contribution COM 16-3)

This appendix describes a method to recover efficiently after transmission errors if erroneous MBs are reported via a feedback channel to the encoder. The capability of sending and processing feedback information is signalled via external means (for example by Recommendation H.245). Furthermore, format and content of the feedback message are defined externally (for example by �Recommendation H.245).

5.	Draft new Annex C (multimedia telephone terminals over error prone channels) to ITU-T Recommendation H.324 (published in Contribution COM 16-4)

This Annex describes multimedia terminals operating in mobile radio environments. Except as noted below, all features of H.324 terminals apply to mobile terminals. Three modes are provided:

-	Mode 1: Use of H.223/Annex A, which describes a multiplexer designed for mobile environments. The audio and video codecs for use with H.223/Annex A are the same as those covered by H.324; e.g. G.723.1, H.261 and H.263.

�-	Mode 2: Use of a simple mobile adaptation layer below H.223. This layer preserves the MUX-PDUs in the H.223 bitstream, but includes more robust error handling. The specification of this layer is for further study.

-	Mode 3: Use of a wireless-network-provided low error transmission protocol below H.223. This protocol is network-dependent and is beyond the scope of this Annex.

An H.324M terminal is defined as a terminal that supports any one or more of these modes.

6.	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation H.221 - Frame structure for a 64 to 1920 kbit/s channel in audiovisual teleservices (published in Contribution COM 16-5)

The purpose of this Recommendation is to define a frame structure for audiovisual teleservices in single or multiple B or H0 channels or a single H11 or H12 channel which makes the best use of the characteristics and properties of the audio and video encoding algorithms, of the transmission frame structure and of the existing Recommendations. It offers several advantages:

–	It takes into account Recommendations such as G.704, X.30/I.461, etc. It may allow the use of existing hardware or software.

–	It is simple, economic and flexible. It may be implemented on a simple microprocessor using well-known hardware principles.

–	It is a synchronous procedure. The exact time of a configuration change is the same in the transmitter and the receiver. Configurations can be changed at 20 ms intervals.

–	It needs no return link for audiovisual signal transmission, since a configuration is signalled by repeatedly transmitted codewords.

–	It is very secure in case of transmission errors, since the code controlling the multiplex is protected by a double-error correcting code.

–	It allows the synchronization of multiple 64 kbit/s or 384 kbit/s connections and the control of the multiplexing of audio, video, data and other signals within the synchronized multiconnection structure in the case of multimedia services such as videoconference.

–	It can be used to derive octet synchronization in networks where this is not provided by other means.

–	It can be used in multipoint configurations, where no dialogue is needed to negotiate the use of a data channel.

–	It provides a variety of data bit-rates (from 300 bit/s up to almost 2 Mbit/s) to the user.

7.	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation H.230 - Frame synchronous control and indication signals for audiovisual systems (published in Contribution COM 16-6)

Digital audiovisual services are provided by a transmission system in which the relevant signals are multiplexed onto a digital path using the frame structure defined in Recommendation H.221. In addition to the audio, video, user data and telematic information, these signals include information for the proper functioning of the system. The additional information has been named Control and Indication (C&I) to reflect the fact that while some bits are genuinely for “control”, causing a state change somewhere else in the system, others provide for indications to the users as to the functioning of the system. This Recommendation concerns only those C&I which must be transmission frame-synchronous, or otherwise requiring rapid response.

The Recommendation details the C&I related to video and audio; means of transmitting Numbers and Characters. C&I for maintenance purposes; for simple multipoint conferences not using protocol in the MLP channel; for channel aggregation; and for the transfer of network addresses. The codepoint tables also indicate the circumstances under which the various functions may be mandatory or optional.

�8.	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation H.231 - Multipoint control units for audiovisual systems using digital channel up to 1920 kbit/s (published in Contribution COM 16-9)

This Recommendation specifies the means by which three or more audiovisual terminals conforming to Recommendation H.320 may communicate simultaneously over constant bit-rate digital paths, such communication being designated a “multipoint call”.

9.	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation H.242 - Systems for establishing communication between audiovisual terminals using digital channels up to 2 Mbit/s (published in Contribution COM 16-7)

Videophone, videoconferencing and other conversational multimedia services on fixed bit-rate networks (such as ISDN) depend on the multiplex structure described in ITU-T Recommendation H.221. The control channel within this multiplex is the so-called BAS position in each frame. This Recommendation describes all the point-to-point procedures involving the BAS codes: initial capability exchange and mode intialisation, including restricted-network operation; in-session mode switching, including audiovisual mode changes and activation of data channels; other procedures, including single/multiple channel interconnection, encryption, mode-preference indication, conveyance of network addresses, and use of BAS extension codes. 

10.	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation H.243 - Procedures for establishing communications between three or more audiovisual terminals using digital channels up to 1920 kbit/s (published in Contribution COM 16-10)

This Recommendation concerns the system operation for a conference call between three or more audiovisual terminals conforming to H.320.

11.	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation H.320 - Narrow-band visual telephone systems and terminal equipment (published in Contribution COM 16-8)

This Recommendation specifies technical requirements for narrow-band visual telephone systems and terminal equipment, typically for videoconferencing and videophone services. It describes a generic system configuration consisting of a number of elements which are specified by respective ITU-T Recommendations, definition of communication modes and terminal types, call control arrangements, terminal aspects and interworking requirements. This revision reflects the progress in relevant H-series Recommendations such as H.723.1, G.729, H.262, H.263, H.310, H.322, H.323, H.324.

12.	Draft new ITU-T Recommendation T.173 - MHEG-3 script interchange representation (published in Contribution COM 16-13) 1)

This Recommendation specifies the MHEG script interchange representation (MHEG-SIR) for the contents of script objects, i.e. the encoding of the script data component of the MHEG script class.

MHEG engines are system or application components that handle, interpret and present MHEG objects. This Recommendation also specifies the semantics of interchanged scripts. These semantics are defined in terms of minimum requirements on the behaviour of MHEG engines that support the interpretation of interchanged scripts.

This Recommendation is applicable to all applications that interchange multimedia and hypermedia information.

�13.	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation H.245 - Control protocol for multimedia communication (published in Contribution COM 16-14) 1)

This Recommendation specifies syntax and semantics of terminal information messages as well as procedures to use them for in-band negotiation at the start of or during communication. The messages cover receiving and transmitting capabilities as well as mode preference from the receiving end, logical channel signalling, and Control & Indication. Acknowledged signalling procedures are specified to ensure reliable audiovisual and data communication.

14.	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation V.25ter - Serial asynchronous automatic dialling and control (published in Contribution COM 16-15) 1)

This Recommendation is applicable to the interconnection of data terminal equipment (DTE) and data circuit-terminating equipment (DCE) employing serial binary data operation via the V.100-series interchange circuits.





�



ANNEX 2�(to TSB Circular 16)



STATEMENT ON TSB PATENT POLICY

_________________________________



Over the years, the TSB has developed a "code of practice" regarding intellectual property rights (patents) covering, in varying degrees, the subject matters of  ITU-T Recommendations* . The rules of this "code of practice" are simple and straightforward - Recommendations are drawn up by telecommunications and not patent experts; thus, they may not necessarily be very familiar with the complex international legal situation of intellectual property rights such as patents, etc.

ITU-T Recommendations are non-binding international standards. Their objective is to ensure compatibility of international telecommunications on a world-wide basis. To meet this objective, which is in the common interests of all those participating in international telecommunications (network and service providers, suppliers, users) it must be ensured that Recommendations, their applications, use, etc. are accessible to everybody. It follows therefore that a commercial (monopolistic) abuse by a holder of a patent embodied fully or partly in a Recommendation must be excluded. To meet this requirement in general is the sole objective of the TSB code of practice. The detailed arrangements arising from patents (licensing, royalties, etc.) are being left to the parties concerned, as these arrangements might differ from case to case.

This code of practice may be summarized as follows (it should be noted that ISO operates in a very similar way):

1	The TSB is not in a position to give authoritative or comprehensive information about evidence, validity or scope of patents or similar rights, but it is desirable that the fullest available information should be disclosed. Therefore, any ITU-T member organization putting forward a standardization proposal should, from the outset, draw the TSB attention to any known patent or to any known pending patent application, either their own or of other organizations, although the TSB is unable to verify the validity of any such information.

2	If an ITU-T Recommendation is developed and such information as referred to in paragraph 1 has been disclosed, three different situations may arise:

2.1	The patent holder waives his rights; hence, the Recommendation is freely accessible to everybody, subject to no particular conditions, no royalties are due, etc.

2.2	The patent holder is not prepared to waive his rights but would be willing to negotiate licenses with other parties on a non-discriminatory basis on reasonable terms and conditions. Such negotiations are left to the parties concerned and are performed outside the ITU-T.

2.3	The patent holder is not willing to comply with the provisions of either paragraph 2.1 or paragraph 2.2; in such case, no Recommendation can be established.

3	Whatever case applies (2.1, 2.2 or 2.3), the patent holder has to provide a written statement to be filed at the TSB. This statement must not include additional provisions, conditions, or any other exclusion clauses in excess of what is provided for each case in paragraphs 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3.



1) The texts of these draft revised/new ITU-T Recommendations have been received at the time of mailing this     circular, therefore the reception of these texts prior to the venue of the first meeting of Study Group 16 is not     ensured.

1) The texts of these draft revised/new ITU-T Recommendations have been received at the time of mailing this     circular, therefore the reception of these texts prior to the venue of the first meeting of Study Group 16 is not     ensured..

1) The texts of these draft revised/new ITU-T Recommendations have been received at the time of mailing this     circular, therefore the reception of these texts prior to the venue of the first meeting of Study Group 16 is not    ensured.

* Formerly CCITT Recommendations.
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