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To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 2, Network and service operation, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 20 to 30 May 1997 at Geneva, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of six revised Recommendations and of eleven new Recommendations.


2	The summaries and locations of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendations and draft new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.


3	Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).


Available patent information can be accessed through TIES on the Internet (using either the World Wide Web or Gopher).


4	Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on Wednesday, 7 May 1997 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 2 that these draft revised or new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


	Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendations.


5	If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 26 May 1997 to apply the approval procedure.


I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).


6	The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 2 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 2/2.


7	Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.


8	After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Notification.


Yours faithfully,


Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau
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Annex 1�(to TSB Circular 25)��Summaries and location of text of Recommendations


1.	Recommendation E.164 (Revised) - The international public telecommunication numbering plan��Summary��This Recommendation provides the number structure and functionality for the three categories of numbers used for international public telecommunication - they are geographic areas, global services, and networks.  For each of the categories it details the components of the numbering structure and the digit analysis required to successfully route the calls.  Annex A provides additional information on the structure and function of E.164 numbers.  Annex B provides information on network identification, service parameters, calling/connected line identity, dialling procedures and addressing for geographic based ISDN calls.  Specific E.164 based applications which differ in usage are defined in separate Recommendations.��Location of text: COM 2-R 2 (November 1996)


2.	Recommendation E.170 (Revised) - Traffic routing��Summary��This Recommendation takes account of the range of new traffic routing and control techniques which are provided by stored program control (SPC) exchanges and common channel signalling systems. ��Additional routing information is contained in Recommendation E.171 (International telephone routing plan) and Recommendation E.172 (Call routing in the ISDN era).��Location of text: COM 2-R 2 (November 1996)


3.	Recommendation E.190 (New) - Principles and responsibilities for the management, assignment and reclamation of E-series international numbering resources��Summary��This Recommendation contains the principles and responsibilities used in the management, assignment and reclamation of E-series international numbering resources, e.g. E.164, E.212, under the auspices of the appropriate ITU-T Study Group.��Location of text: COM 2-R 2 (November 1996)


4.	Recommendation E.491 (New) - Traffic measurement by destination��Summary��This Recommendation outlines two approaches to destination-based measurement: call detail records and direct destination measurements.  Three different methods of using call detail records are explained.��Location of text: COM 2-75 (February 1996)


5.	Recommendation E.501 (Revised) - Estimation of traffic offered in the network�(revised 1997)��Summary��This Recommendation contains estimation procedures for the traffic offered to a circuit-switched network.  Methods to estimate the traffic offered to a circuit group and the origin-destination traffic, based on circuit group measurements are described.��Location of text: COM 2-12 


6.	Recommendation E.529 (E.5zz) (New) - Network dimensioning using end-to-end GOS objectives��Summary��This Recommendation contains the network dimensioning guidelines for circuit-switched networks using end-to-end GOS objectives.  The dimensioning methods for networks with fixed traffic routing, time-dependent traffic routing, state-dependent traffic routing and event-dependent traffic routing are described.��Location of text: COM 2-13


7.	Recommendation E.735 (E.73z) (New) - Framework for traffic control and dimensioning in B-ISDN��Summary��Recommendation E.735 provides a framework for traffic control and dimensioning in B-ISDN.  The Recommendation gives an overview of the traffic engineering tasks required for configuring the network, describes the network aspects that are relevant for traffic engineering, defines the network resources to be considered and explains the relation between cell level traffic controls (described in Recommendation E.736) and cell level traffic controls and dimensioning (described in Recommendation E.737).  Finally, the Recommendation gives guidelines on strategies for configuration of network VPCs.��Location of text: COM 2-15


8.	Recommendation E.736 (E.73x) (New) - Methods for cell level traffic control in B-ISDN��Summary��This recommendation is concerned with the definition of control procedures which allow cell level GOS objectives to be fulfilled.  The primary objective is to define practical CAC procedures allowing the network operator to decide when a new connection can be accepted on individual ATM links or network VPCs.  Theoretical background is included where necessary to clarify assumptions and to situate the context of proposed control options.  The recommendation also addresses adaptive resource management techniques, where these are required by defined ATM transfer capabilities, and identifies procedures for service integration.��Location of text: COM 2-16 


9.	Recommendation E.737 (E.73y) (New) - Dimensioning methods for B-ISDN��Summary��This Recommendation provides general principles and methods for dimensioning B-ISDNs from call and connection level perspective.  A network modelling technique for dimensioning and call and connection level traffic controls such as traffic routing and bandwidth reservation are described.  Call demand types that are taken into account for network dimensioning considering available B-ISDN Signalling Capabilities are presented.  Principles of network dimensioning methods are described and several example methods for computing end-to-end GOS (i.e. call/connection blocking probabilities) are provided.��Location of text: COM 2-17


10.	Recommendation E.113 (Revised) - Validation procedures for the international telecommunications charge card service��Summary��The expanded use and the increased number of charge cards require Card Issuers (or authorized agents) to implement adequate security against fraudulent use.�
��Therefore, a critical facet in the provision of such a system is the ability to ensure the validity of the card and its authorized use in a uniform manner.  The purpose of this Recommendation is to define the procedures for the validation process between Administrations.  This validation process makes no attempt to specify any equipment, facilities and data transmission techniques.��Location of text: COM 1-R 79


11.	Revised Recommendation E.116 (Revised) - International Telecommunication charge card service��Summary��The international telecommunication charge card service and particularly its automated use throughout the world will provide benefits to both users and Recognized Operating Agencies (ROAs).  This is based on a recognition of:��1)	the ROAs’ need for security against fraudulent use, simplified billing procedures and a reduction in the requirement for operator assistance when telephone calls are made other than on a direct payment basis;��2)	the current and anticipated change card technology which could provide increased security and enhanced service to users;��3)	the growing requirement for charge cards to pay for a variety of telecommunications services.��As a result, ROAs (with appropriate authorization and coordination of their Administrations) are encouraged to prepare for, and introduce, the international telecommunication charge card service using the guidance of this Recommendation.��Location of text: COM 1-R 79


12.	Recommendation E.155 (New) - International [premium rate] service��Summary��This Recommendation deals with the procedures for the implementation, operation and management of an International Premium Rate Service (IPRS) which is provided on a managed basis by an ROA in the country of the information service provider in conjunction with an ROA(s) in the country of the caller.��A wide range of products offered by information service providers in one country can be made available to callers in another country.  Examples of such products include:�
��•	Access to recorded information services (speech, facsimile or data).�•	Access to interactive services (speech, facsimile or data).�•	Access to promotions, competitions and opinion surveys.��Location of text: COM 1-R 79


13.	Recommendation E.136 (New) - Specification of a tactile identifier for use with telecommunication cards��Summary��The purpose of this Recommendation is to specify the form, size and position of a tactile identifier for machine readable cards (MRCs) used in telecommunication applications, i.e. prepaid telephone cards.  Machine readable card technologies can present problems for all users; namely, to orient and turn the card the right way so that it may be inserted correctly into the card-reading device.  For people who are blind or severely visually impaired, the task of orienting the MRC correctly can be a substantial obstacle.  With at least four different tactile identifier designs in concurrent use, people will be confused.  There is therefore, a need for a single international standard for a tactile identifier on MRCs to aid all users, especially blind and visually-impaired people, in orienting cards quickly and correctly.  A tactile identifier on MRCs will also substantially aid visually-non-impaired people to orient and insert cards more quickly and with fewer errors.��Location of text: COM 1-R 45


14.	Recommendation E.137 (New) - User instructions for payphones��Summary��The Recommendation contains a set of guidelines for the design of user instructions for public telecommunication terminals.  These guidelines are grouped into three main categories: general guidelines, guidelines for fixed (printed) instructions and guidelines for dynamic (displayed) instructions.  Examples of how the guidelines may be implemented are provided in the annex.��Location of text: COM 1-R 82


15.	Recommendation I.252.7 (New) - Explicit call transfer��Summary��Three methods of call transfer are identified.  The explicit call transfer supplementary service is described in I.252.7.  The two others are described in I.252.1 and I.252.8.  The explicit call transfer supplementary service enables a user to transform two of that user’s calls, each of which can be an incoming or an outgoing call, into a new call between the other parties in the two calls.  Prior to transfer, one of the two calls shall be answered, the other call can be either alerting or answered, depending on a network option.  Calls incoming to the served user must have been answered.��Location of text: COM 1-R 81 and COM 1-116


16.	Recommendation I.254.5 (New) - Conference call, meet-me��Summary��This supplementary service provides a user with the ability to arrange for a call between more than two participants with all participants accessing a conference bridge.  The meet-me conference supplementary service is activated for a specified period booked in advance by the served user.��In due time, each participant in the conference has to dial a special number which has been attached to the booked conference, in order to access the conference bridge.��All indications are sent in-band and/or out-band.��Location of text: COM 1-R 81 and COM 1-115.


17.	Recommendation E.215 - Telephone/ISDN numbering plan for the mobile-satellite services of Inmarsat��Summary��The purpose of this Recommendation is to specify a telephone/ISDN numbering plan for mobile earth stations in systems operated by Inmarsat.  Such systems may include maritime, land based and aeronautical satellite systems.  In the futre, the range of mobile satellite systems may also include satellite systems for other applications.��Location of text: COM 2-R 60�� ���
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