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- To the Administrations of Member States �  of the Union�
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�
Subject:	�
Universal International Freephone Numbers (UIFN) for International Freephone Service (IFS) - extension of the UIFN implementation period from 90 days to 180 days�
�



To the Director-General


Dear Sir,


1	During the recent meeting of ITU-T Study Group 2 (Network and Service Operation), held in Geneva, 20-30 May 1997, a proposal was made to extend the UIFN implementation period from 90 to 180 days due to the extensive work required by service providers to implement the service for the large volume of UIFN applications received during the Day-1 start up phase (see ITU-T Recommendation E.152 for the service provisioning procedures).


2	Study Group 2 agreed that for all UIFNs reserved until the end of 1997, the UIFN implementation period will be extended from 90 to 180 days.


3	Consequently, for 1997 only, service providers should return the “Universal International Freephone Number Status Notification Form” to the UIFN Registrar (the ITU-TSB) within a period of maximum 180 days, from the date of receiving Part B of UIFN Number Request Form from the Registrar, confirming the reservation of a UIFN number (refer to ITU-T Recommendation E.169).


	Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.


Yours faithfully,


Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau� 
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