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�
To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 2, Network and service operation, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 3 to 13 March 1998 at Geneva, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of five revised Recommendations and of five new Recommendations


2	The summaries and locations of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendations and draft new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.


3	Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).


Available patent information can be accessed through TIES on the Internet (using either the World Wide Web or Gopher).


�
4	Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on Friday, 20 February 1998 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 2 that these draft revised and new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


	Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendations.


5	If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised and new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on Monday, 9 March 1998 to apply the approval procedure.


I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).


6	The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study �Group 2 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 7/2.


7	Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.


8	After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Notification.


Yours faithfully,





Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau





Annex: 1�



Annex 1�(to TSB Circular 78)


1	Recommendation (New) E.155 - International Premium Rate Service��Summary��This Recommendation provides the service description of and the procedures for the implementation, operation and management of the International Premium Rate Service (IPRS) which is provided on a managed basis by a recognized operating agency (ROA) in the country of an information service provider in conjunction with an ROA(s) in the country of the caller.��Through the availability of IPRS, a wide range of products offered by information service providers in one country can be made available to callers in another country.  Examples of such products could include:��•	Access to recorded information services (speech, facsimile or data).�•	Access to interactive services (speech, facsimile or data).�•	Access to promotions, competitions and opinion surveys.��Location of text: COM 2-R 20 (WP 4/2 meeting, Ipswich, 1-5 September 1997)


2	Recommendation (New) E.7B1 - Grade of service parameters for B-ISDN signalling��Summary��This Recommendation defines the Grade-of-Service parameters for B-ISDN signalling for the Network-Node-Interface.  It considers both link-by-link and edge-to-edge B-ISDN protocol functions.  Reference connections for these protocol functions are provided, and Grade-of-Service target values are given based on these reference connections.��Location of text: COM 2-R 22 (WP 3/2 meeting, Recife, 15-19 September 1997)


3	Recommendation (New) E.436 - Customer affecting incidents and blocking defects per million��Summary��This Recommendation addresses outages that result in “Customer Affecting Incidents”(CAI) and relates them to the call blocking Defects Per Million (DPM) metric for the switched network.  It is discussed that these outages affect both the customers and the service provider �
in a significant manner.  Definition of what constitutes a Customer Affecting Incident is presented.  A methodology for tracking Defects Per Million metric is developed along with a recommended method for Root Cause Analysis.  There are various parameters for exchanging network performance results among ROAs.  CAI and DPM are additional performance parameters that may be exchanged to take network improvement actions.��Location of text: COM 2-R 25, §1. (WP 2/2 meeting, Bethesda, 2-8 October 1997)


4	Recommendation (Revised) E.410 - International network management - General Information��Summary��Due to the ever increasing demand for the international telephone service, coupled with the introduction of larger digital transmission and switching systems along with common channel signalling has resulted in an international telephone network which is highly interconnected and interactive and is increasingly vulnerable to overload and congestion.  This revised Recommendation gives an overview of the activities necessary to reduce the effect on service of any situation affecting unfavourably the international telephone network.��Location of text: COM 2-R 25, §2.


5	Recommendation (Revised) E.411 - International network management - Operational guidance��Summary��Network management requires real-time monitoring of current network status and performance and the ability to take prompt action to control the flow of traffic when necessary (see Recommendation E.410).  Operational guidance to meet these requirements, including a description of status and performance parameters, traffic controls and the criteria for their application are included in this Recommendation.��Location of text: COM 2-R 25, §3.


6	Recommendation (Revised) E.412 - Network management controls��Summary��Network management controls provide the means to alter the flow of traffic in the network in support of the network management entities given in Recommendation E.410.  Most network management controls are taken by or in the exchange (see Recommendation Q.542), but certain actions can be taken external to exchange.  This Recommendation provides specific information on network management controls and gives guidance concerning their application.��
Location of text: COM 2-R 25, §4.


7	Recommendation (Revised) E.450 - Facsimile quality of service on public networks - General Aspects��Summary��Facsimile is the most important non-voice application on international PSTN and the most widely used standard is group 3 facsimile.  This Recommendation is aimed at forming a framework for Recommendations on facsimile quality of service on PSTN.  A roadmap of the E.450-series Recommendations is shown in Figure 1/E.450 of this revised Recommendation.��Location of text: COM 2-R 25, §5.


8	Recommendation (Revised) E.456 - Test transaction for facsimile transmission performance��Summary��This Recommendation specifies a test transaction for use in other E-series Recommendations that can help benchmark performance of transmission networks with respect to Group 3 facsimile.  A test transaction composed of three pages of ITU-T Recommendation T.22 Chart No. 4 is recommended.��Location of text: COM 2-R 25, §6.


9	Recommendation (New) E.459 - Measurements and metrics for characterizing facsimile transmission performance using non-intrusive techniques��Summary��This Recommendation provides specifications for the ways in which facsimile calls can be non-intrusively monitored.  Non-intrusive fax performance monitoring is done from within a network, and can provide a broad view of fax performance over the network being monitored.  These are some significant differences between end-to-end fax performance measurement and non-intrusive measurement.  The chief advantage of non-intrusive measurements are that they provide a view of performance encompassing a range of physical locations and terminals that cannot be practically achieved when testing end-to-end.��Location of text: COM 2-R 25, §7.�



10	Recommendation (New) E.164.1 - Criteria and procedures for the reservation, assignment and reclamation of E.164 country codes and associated Identification Codes (ICs)��Summary��Recommendation E.164 describes the international public telecommunication numbering plan.  Recommendation E.190 describes the general principles to be utilized in the assignment of ITU E-series international numbering resources.  This Recommendation (E.164.1) describes the procedures and criteria for the reservation, assignment and reclamation of E.164 country codes and associated Identification Code (IC) assignments.  The criteria and procedures are provided as a basis for the effective and efficient utilization of the available E.164 numbering resources.  Such assignments require a collaborative effort between the ITU-TSB and the appropriate ITU-T Study Group to endeavour to ensure that the assignments meet the needs of the telecommunication community.  The development of these criteria and procedures are in accordance with the principles contained in Recommendation E.190 and the numbering plan formats detailed in Recommendation E.164.��Location of text: COM 2-R 28 (WP 1/2 meeting, Budapest, 27 October - 1 November 1997)
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