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To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	In TSB Circular 78 dated 1 December 1997, you were advised of the Recommendations which Study Group 2 will consider for approval under the provisions of WTSC-96 Resolution 1, Section 8, at its forthcoming meeting in Geneva, 3-13 March 1998.


2	Amongst the Recommendations listed in the Annex to Circular 78 was new Recommendation E.155 (International Premium Rate Service) which was finalized at a meeting of Working Party 4/2, held in Ipswich, 1-5 September 1997.


3	However, Study Group 2 has also determined, at its May 1997 meeting, that a number of other Recommendations developed by Working Party 4/2 were also ready to be submitted for approval at the March 1998 Study Group 2 meeting.  These Recommendations were not modified at the September 1997 meeting of WP 4/2 held in Ipswich and consequently they were inadvertently omitted from the list of Recommendations contained in the Annex to TSB Circular 78.  These Recommendations are contained in COM 2-R 14, May 1997 meeting report.


4	The Annex to this Addendum to TSB Circular 78 contains the summary of the additional Recommendations for which Study Group 2 seeks the authority of your Administration, to be considered for approval at the March 1998 Study Group 2 meeting.


Yours faithfully,





Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau
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Annex�(to Addendum to TSB Circular 78)


Note: 	All of the Recommendations listed below are contained in Report COM 2-R 14 	from the May 1997 meeting of Study Group 2.


1	Recommendation E.154 (New) - International Shared Cost Service (ISCS)��Summary��The International Shared Cost Service (ISCS) enables an ISCS customer in one country to be assigned one or more special telephone numbers in other countries which allow ISCS callers in those countries to call the ISCS customer at a rate equivalent to a national call charge in the country of origin.  All other service and call-related charges are paid by the ISCS customer.��This Recommendation provides the service description for the International Shared Cost Service (ISCS), along with information on the service ordering process and other service operational aspects.


2	Recommendation E.180 (Revised) - Technical characteristics of tones for the telephone service��Summary��The minor revision to this Recommendation consists of making provisions for the special ringing tone, which is included as a new tone in revised Recommendation E.182.


3	Recommendation E.182 (Revised) - Application of tones and recorded announcements in telephone services��Summary��A new tone, called “special ringing tone” has been included in this Recommendation.�
4	Recommendation E.183 - Guiding principles for telephone announcements��Summary��A reference to the existence of Recommendation G.115 has been added, concerning recommended sending levels for telephone announcements.


5	Recommendation F.1 (Revised) - Operational provisions for the international public telegram service ��Summary��This Recommendation has been revised and simplified in the light of the diminishing importance of the telegram service as a means of text communication compared to the facsimile service, message handling services and email (Internet).


6	New Annex 1 to Recommendation F.18 - Guidelines on harmonization of international public bureau services��Summary��This Annex represents a more detailed approach for possible solutions for a harmonization of bureau services taking into account the different situations in the various countries.  Different steps or phases seem to be necessary and/or possible to introduce improvements in the bureau service area.


7	Recommendation F.170 (Revised) - Operational provisions for the international public facsimile service between public bureaux (Bureaufax)��Summary��In accordance with the general conditions of Recommendation F.160, this Recommendation describes an international public facsimile service between public bureaux provided that terminals are compatible or compatibility is ensured by the network from the standpoint of the characteristics specified in the relevant Recommendations and in accordance with bilateral or multilateral agreements.  This service, known internationally as Bureaufax, may be provided by telecommunication Recognized Operating Agencies (ROA) or by Postal Administrations. 
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