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To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 10, Languages and general software aspects for telecommunication systems, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 24 March to 1 April 1998, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of a revised Recommendation.


2	The summary and location of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendation proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.


3	Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendation proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).


�
Available patent information can be accessed through TIES on the Internet (using either the World Wide Web or Gopher).


4	Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 12 March 1998 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 10 that this draft revised Recommendation should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


	Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised Recommendation.


5	If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of this draft revised Recommendation at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 1 April 1998 to apply the approval procedure.


I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).


6	The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 10 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 2/10.


7	Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.


8	After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Notification.


Yours faithfully,


Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau





Annex: 1


�



ANNEX 1


(to TSB Circular 80)


Recommendation Z.120 (Annex B): Formal Semantics of Message Sequence Charts


Summary:


Message Sequence Chart (MSC) is a graphical and textual language for the description and specification of the interaction between system components. The formal semantics described in this Annex B is a formalization of the semantics informally explained in the main text of the Recommendation. The main area of application for MSC is as an overview specification of the communication behaviour of real-time systems, in particular telecommunication switching system.
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