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To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 8, Characteristics of telematic systems, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 9 to 18 June 1998, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of 11 revised and new Recommendations.


2	The summaries and locations of the draft revised and draft new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.


3	Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).


�
Available patent information can be accessed through TIES on the Internet (using either the World Wide Web or Gopher).


4	Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 28 May 1998 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 8 that these draft revised or new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


	Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendations.


5	If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 18 June 1998 to apply the approval procedure.


I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).


6	The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 8 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 3/8.


7	Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.


8	After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Notification.


Yours faithfully,


Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau





Annex: 1


�
ANNEX 1


(to TSB Circular 91)


Summaries and locations of draft revised and draft new Recommendations for approval at the meeting of Study Group 8 on 18 June 1998





1.	Draft new Recommendation F.185 (F.Ifax): “Internet facsimile: Guidelines for the support of the communication of facsimile documents”; proposed by Q.4/8, see COM 8-48


Summary


New draft Recommendation F.185 describes the guidelines for the support of the communication of facsimile documents (both Group 3 and Group 4) via the Internet in�real-time or store-and-forward mode.


2.	Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.24; proposed by Q.2/8, see COM 8-46


Summary


Draft Amendment 1 to T.24 describes a set of gray scale and color images.


3.	Draft Amendment 3 to Recommendation T.30; proposed by Q.1/8, see COM 8-53


Summary


Amendment No. 3 to Recommendation T.30 includes amendments to cover a number of additions, modifications and clarifications to the existing text of the Recommendation, covering the status of some bits previously allocated in the DIS signal for use with future alternative encipherment algorithms and hash functions; the use of certain bits in the DIS signal in relation to the use with security; the notes in Table 2/T.30 associated with the DIS/DTC bits covering support for the V.33 modulation system; the T2 timer loop; the timer T4 and the use of the password, polled subaddress, selective polling, sender identification and sub-address signals; a new bit in the DIS/DTC/DCS signals to cover the use of the new negotiation method of a simple Binary File Transfer (BFT) negotiation and 3 new bits into Table 2/T.30: two bits indicating the availability of the store and forward simple mode (defined in new draft Recommendation T.37) and the real-time mode (defined in new draft Recommendation T.38) and a third bit for the inclusion of the store and forward full mode.


4.	Draft new Recommendation T.37 (T.Ifax1): “Procedures for the transfer of facsimile data via store-and-forward on the Internet”; proposed by Q.4/8, see COM 8-49


Summary


New draft Recommendation T.37 describes the technical features necessary for the Store and Forward ‘Simple’ mode of operation of facsimile document transmission via Internet Mail. The general guidelines for the modes of operation of facsimile over the Internet are contained in new draft Recommendation F.185.


�
5.	Draft new Recommendation T.38 (T.Ifax2): “Procedures for real time Group 3 facsimile communication between terminals using IP Networks”; proposed by Q.4/8, see COM 8-50


Summary


This new draft Recommendation describes the technical features necessary to transfer facsimile documents in real-time between two standard Group 3 facsimile terminals over the Internet or other networks using IP protocols. The use of TCP/IP is mandatory, with the use of UDP/IP as an option. Call establishment and call control will be according to Rec. H.323.


6.	Draft new Recommendation T.86: “Information Technology - Digital compression and coding of continuous-tone still images: Registration of JPEG Profiles, SPIFF Profiles, SPIFF Tags, SPIFF colour Spaces, APPn Markers, SPIFF Compression types, and Registration authorities (REGAUT)”; proposed by Q.6/8, see COM 8-44


Summary


This Recommendation | International Standard provides for the unique registration of JPEG and SPIFF Profiles, SPIFF Tags, SPIFF colour Spaces, application specific Markers, SPIFF Compression types and images Registration authorities as defined in the CCITT Recommendation T.81 | ISO/IEC 10918-1 and ITU-T Recommendation T.84 | ISO/IEC 10918-3.


7.	Draft new Recommendation T.87: “Information Technology - Lossless and near-lossless compression of continuous-tone still images - Baseline”; proposed by Q.6/8, see COM 8-52


Summary


This ITU-T Recommendation | ISO/IEC Standard defines a set of lossless (bit-preserving) and nearly lossless (where the error for each reconstructed sample is bounded by a pre-defined value) compression methods for coding continuous-tone, gray-scale, or colour digital still images.


This ITU-T Recommendation | ISO/IEC Standard:


-	specifies a process for converting source image data to compressed image data


-	specifies processes for converting compressed image data to reconstructed image data


-	specifies coded representations for compressed image data


-	provides guidance on how to implement these processes in practice.


8.	Draft Amendment 3 to ITU-T Recommendation T.90: “Cause value for a G4 fax fallback”; proposed by Q.1/8, see COM 8-45


Summary


Amendment 3 describes cause value for a G4 fall back to G3-mode.


Ten values are added in a table of fall back codes to be added in §I.1 iii) of Appendix I and are used for automatic fallback G4 to G3 mode.


9.	Draft new Recommendation T.180 (T.XAPI): “Homogeneous access mechanism to communication services”; proposed by Q.3/8, see COM 8-34 and COM 8-51


Summary


This ITU-T Recommendation specifies the XAPI (eXtensive Application Programming Interface) which is an operating system and language independent programming interface to general communication services.


This ITU-T Recommendation specifies a set of functions which allow XAPI users to have access to the services of an underlying provider. These functions apply to all providers which are specified in this Recommendation. A model of communication is introduced which defines the semantics of those XAPI functions which are communication related.


Making available appropriate providers the communication system can be tailored to specific requirements, and all communication features are accessible via one homogeneous interface.


10.	Draft new Recommendation T.192: “Cooperative document handling: Complex services - Joint synchronous editing and joint document presentation / viewing”; proposed by Q.3/8, see COM 8-42


Summary


This ITU-T Recommendation specifies document communication services to be provided on top of existing base standards or profiles, giving constraints on them and rules on how to use and combine them.


ITU-T Recommendation T.190 specifies basic services, such as storing, retrieval, manipulation, pointing or token-interchange. Some of these basic services can be used as stand-alone services, but all of them are candidates to build more complex services, such as joint synchronous editing and joint document presentation/viewing.


This ITU-T Recommendation specifies complex document communication services that are built on top of the basic ones.


11.	Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.434: “Extension of BFT format”; proposed by Q.3/8, see COM 8-47


Summary


Amendment 1 contains some changes to main body and Annex A of recommendation T.434 to extend the binary file transfer format. The extension is to introduce two new attributes: store-and-forward and file-retrieval. Store-and-forward attribute indicates information used by store and forward system. It contains characteristics of a document that is transferred, routing information and delivery information. File-and-retrieval attribute contains information for archiving, management and manipulation of documents.
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