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To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 13, (General network aspects), I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 1 to 12 June 1998, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of a revised Recommendation and of eight new Recommendations.


2	The summaries and locations of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendation and draft new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in the Annex.


3	Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).


Available patent information can be accessed through TIES on the Internet (using either the World Wide Web or Gopher).


4	Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 20 May 1998 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 13 that these draft revised or new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


	Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendations.


5	If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, a Plenary session will be devoted on 1 June 1998 to apply the approval procedure. In cases where contributions have been received proposing changes to the text of draft revised or new Recommendations (other than those of an editorial nature presented by the Rapporteur/Editor) their approval will take place at the closing Plenary on 12 June 1998.


I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).


6	The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 13 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 5/13.


7	Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.


8	After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Notification.


Yours faithfully,


Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau





Annex: 1


�
ANNEX�(to TSB Circular 94)


Summaries and locations of the ITU-T Recommendations�for approval at the meeting of Study Group 13 (Geneva, 1-12 June 1998)


1.	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation G.812 - Timing requirements of slave clocks suitable for use as node clocks in synchronization networks�(published in Report COM 13-R 26)


Recommendation G.812 outlines minimum requirements for timing devices used as node clocks in synchronization networks.


2.	Draft new ITU-T Recommendation G.967.1 - V-interfaces at the service node (SN) - VB5.1 reference point specification�(published in Contribution COM 13-25)


This Recommendation specifies the physical, procedural and protocol requirements for interfaces at the VB5.1 reference point between an Access Network (AN) and a Service Node (SN) with flexible (provisioned) Virtual Path Link (VPL) allocation and flexible (provisioned) Virtual Channel Link (VPL) allocation (controlled by the Q3 interfaces) at the VB5.1 reference point.


3.	Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.358 - Call processing performance for Switched Virtual Channel Connections (VCCS) in a B-ISDN�(published in Report COM 13-R 26)


This Recommendation defines performance parameters and objectives for call processing in B�ISDNs for Switched Virtual Channel Connections (VCCs). The B-ISDN call processing parameters defined in this Recommendation are applicable to point-to-point (Type 1) and point�to�multipoint (Type 2) connection topologies. The QoS relevant network performance objectives provided in this Recommendation are based on the general principles and generic performance parameters of Recommendation I.350. New performance-related aspects, associated with B-ISDN call processing functions providing access or disengagement, include the addition or release of a party to an existing B-ISDN connection. In a B-ISDN, a virtual connection can generally be either a Virtual Channel Connection (VCC) or a Virtual Path Connection (VPC). Since call processing capabilities are currently defined only for VCCs, a virtual connection within the context of this Recommendation is a VCC.


�
4.	Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.366.1 - Segmentation and Reassembly Service Specific convergence Sublayer for the AAL type 2�(published in Report COM 13-R 20)


Recommendation I.366.1 specifies the Segmentation and Reassembly Service Specific Convergence Sublayer of the ATM Adaptation Layer (AAL) type 2 which provides for the bandwidth-efficient transmission of low-rate, short, and variable length packets in delay sensitive applications. On one or more AAL type 2 user information streams, the Segmentation and Reassembly Service Specific Convergence Sublayer may be deployed. In ITU-T Recommendation I.366.1, the sublayer structure, and the procedures for the segmentation and reassembly process, as well as the optional transmission error detection and assured data transfer are defined in depth.


5.	Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.375.1 - Network capabilities to support multimedia services - General aspects�(published in Report COM 13-R 17)�


This Recommendation specifies the general aspects of network capabilities for the support of multimedia services, including audiovisual services. Network capabilities to support multimedia services and applications are described by means of reference configurations and corresponding network architectures. Functional blocks in the architecture are identified and the physical and logical relationships among these blocks are described. Although assumptions must necessarily be made regarding the functionality of Customer Premises Equipment (CPE), specific requirements for CPE are outside the scope of this Recommendation.


This Recommendation replaces Recommendation I.374 - Network Capabilities so support multimedia services. 


6.	Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.375.2 - Network capabilities to support multimedia services - Example of multimedia retrieval service class - Video on demand service using an ATM based network�(published in Report COM 13-R 17)


This Recommendation specifies network requirements for one type of multimedia retrieval services, namely the Video-on-demand service. The Network capabilities to support the service are described by means of reference configurations and corresponding network architectures. Functional blocks in the architecture are identified and the physical and logical relationships among these blocks are described. Although assumptions must necessarily be made regarding the functionality of Customer Premises Equipment (CPE), specific requirements for CPE are outside the scope of this Recommendation.


This Recommendation focuses on IN-based solutions. Non-IN based solutions are also included, but to a much lesser detail.


General aspects of network capabilities to support multimedia services covering all service classes are provided in a separate Recommendation, I.375.1.


7.	Draft new ITU-T Recommendation Y.100 - GII Overview�	(published in Report COM 13-R 16)


This Recommendation provides an overview of the nature of the Global Information Infrastructure (GII). It outlines the environment and the related factors which need to be taken into account in progressing the GII standardization work.


8.	Draft new ITU-T Recommendation Y.110 - GII principles and framework�(published in Report COM 13-R 16)


This Recommendation presents the basic concepts of the Global Information Infrastructure (GII). It describes a number of models which can be used to represent the functional entities involved in the provision of the GII, and their inter-relationships, from a variety of perspectives or view points.


9.	Draft new ITU-T Recommendation Y.120 - GII scenario methodology�(published in Report COM 13-R 16)


This Recommendation describes a set of graphical techniques that can be used to simply illustrate scenarios which depict a variety of interconnected network technologies, and the associated key interfaces that may be encountered in the provision of the Global Information Infrastructure (GII).





�    The approval of this Recommendations will imply the deletion of existing Recommendation I.374.
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