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�
To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 13, (General network aspects), I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 15-26 February 1999, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of nine draft revised, nine draft new Recommendations, and two amendments to existing Recommendations.


2	The summaries and locations of the draft revised, new and amended ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in the Annex.


3	Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).


Available patent information can be accessed through TIES on the Internet (using either the World Wide Web or Gopher).�
4	Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 3 February 1999 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 13 that these draft revised, new and amended Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


	Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised, new and amended Recommendations.


5	If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised, new and amended Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, a Plenary session will be devoted on 15 February 1999 to apply the approval procedure. In cases where contributions have been received proposing changes to the text of draft revised, new and amended Recommendations (other than those of an editorial nature presented by the Rapporteur/Editor) their approval will take place at the closing Plenary on 26 February 1999.


I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).


6	The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 13 meeting will be found in Collective-letter 8/13.


7	Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.


8	After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Notification.


Yours faithfully,


Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau





Annex: 1


�
ANNEX�(to TSB Circular 145)


Summaries and locations of the ITU-T Recommendations�for approval at the meeting of Study Group 13 (Geneva, 15-26 February 1999)


Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation I.150 - B-ISDN ATM functional characteristics (published in Report COM 13-R 36)


This Recommendation defines the functions of the Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) layer. The ATM layer is common to all services including signalling and OAM.


Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation I.361 - B-ISDN ATM layer specification (published in Report COM 13-R 36)


This Recommendation specifies ATM header bit assignments including ATM cell structure and the associated coding for both NNI and UNI, defines service primitives to be exchanged with upper and lower layers and with the ATM management entity, and specifies ATM protocol procedures for GFC.


Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.366.2 - AAL Type 2 SSCS for trunking �(published in Contribution COM 13-42)


This Recommendation defines a Service Specific Convergence Sublayer that operates above the Common Part Sublayer of an AAL type 2 connection. The purpose of the SSCS is to convey narrow-band calls consisting of voice, voiceband data, or circuit mode data.


The SSCS specifies packet formats and procedures to encode the different information streams for bandwidth-efficient transport by AAL type 2. It accommodates known techniques of low rate audio encoding, silence compression, and facsimile demodulation/remodulation. It makes provision for in-band signalling of narrow-band calls and for control of the SSCS operating state .


The SSCS anticipates that multiplexing in the Common Part Sublayer will be used to carry many calls over a single ATM connection, which will therefore act as a trunk group for transmission between two points of access. Additional details needed to configure and manage a trunk group, however, are beyond the scope of this Recommendation. The focus is on normative aspects of SSCS coding and behavior within a single AAL type 2 connection.





Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation I.610 - B-ISDN operation and maintenance principles and functions  (published in Contribution COM 13-40)


Recommendation I.610 “B-ISDN operation and maintenance principles and functions” describes the set of functions required to operate and maintain the physical layer and ATM layer aspects of the B�ISDN for permanent, semi-permanent, reserved and on-demand virtual connections.


�
The functions of the layers above the ATM layer are not considered.


For a detailed description of the maintenance mechanisms and functions at the physical layer, the appropriate ITU-T Recommendations need to be considered depending on the transmission system in use (e.g. SDH, PDH).


For maintenance purposes F4 and F5 flows are defined at the ATM layer covering the VP and VC level, respectively. Both flows are bidirectional and follow the same physical route as the user�data cells, thus constituting an in-band maintenance flow.


Besides the vertical subdivision into F4 and F5 levels a “horizontal” partition also exists: both flows can either cover the entire virtual connection (end-to-end flow) or only parts of the virtual connection (segment flow).


Dedicated OAM cells with pre-assigned VCI and PTI values are used to implement the F4 and F5 flows at segment or end-to-end levels.


This Recommendation specifies the purpose and the realization (using different OAM cell types) of the following functions:


1)	Fault management, using AIS, RDI, CC and LB cells.


2)	Performance management, using FPM and BR cells.


3)	Activation/deactivation of PM and/or CC, using activation/deactivation cells.


4)	System management cells for use by end-systems only.


In addition the coding of the APS cell used for providing ATM protection switching is specified.


Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.630 - ATM protection switching�(published in Contribution COM 13-41)


Recommendation I.630 “ATM Protection Switching” provides architectures and mechanisms for protection switching at ATM layer. The architecture includes the extent of the protected domain and arrangement of protected domain.  The resource for protection entities is pre-allocated.  The mechanism includes protection switching trigger, hold-off mechanisms and protection switching control protocol.





This Recommendation describes individual VP/VC protection and group protection.  The individual VP/VC protection is a technique where a single network and/or subnetwork connection is used for working entity and protection entity.  The group protection is a technique where a logical bundle of one or more network and/or subnetwork connections is used for working entity and protection entity.


Currently, this Recommendation describes 1+1 and 1:1 bidirectional protection switching as well as 1+1 unidirectional protection switching.


�
Draft amendment to ITU-T Recommendation I.460 - Multiplexing, rate adaption and support of existing interfaces  (published in Report COM 13-R 33)


This amendment gives a new rate adaption in existing Recommendation I.460.


Draft amendment to ITU-T Recommendation I.464 - Support of existing interfaces for restricted 64 kbit/s transfer capability  (published in Report COM 13-R 33)


This amendment introduces compatability with the restricted 64 kbit/s transfer capability.


Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation I.432.1 - B-ISDN UNI physical layer specification - general aspects  (published in Contribution COM 13-44)


This Recommendation covers Physical Layer general characteristics for transporting ATM cells at various bit rates, at the TB and SB reference points of the B-ISDN User-Network Interface (UNI). 


The I.432-Series Recommendations are published as several Recommendations for different bit rates and applications, some of which may be used to take advantage of existing building wiring and equipment. This Recommendation should be used with each of the other Recommendations.


In each Recommendation, functionality is presented in terms of Physical Media Dependent and Transmission Convergence sublayers, and both SDH-based and cell-based formats are included.


Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation I.432.2 - B-ISDN UNI physical layer specification for 155 520 and 622 080 kbit/s �(published in Contribution COM 13-45)


This Recommendation covers Physical Layer characteristics for transporting ATM cells at nominal bit rates of 155 520 kbit/s and 622 080 kbit/s over coaxial cable and optical fiber interfaces at the TB and SB reference points of the B-ISDN User-Network (UNI). The maximum distance is approximately 2 km for optical fiber and approximately 200 m for coaxial cable.


This Recommendation is part of the I.432-Series, and includes references to Recommendation I.432.1 on general characteristics.





Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation I.432.3 - B-ISDN UNI physical layer specification for 1544 and 2048 kbit/s (published in Contribution COM 13-46)


This Recommendation covers Physical Layer characteristics for transporting ATM cells using existing Primary Rate ISDN systems. It includes both 1544 and 2048 kbit/s interfaces at the TB and SB reference points of the B-ISDN User-Network Interface (UNI). These Physical Layer characteristics may be used to take advantage of existing transmission equipment and building wiring.


This Recommendation is part of the I.432-Series, and includes references to Recommendations I.432.1 on general characteristics and I.432.2 on OAM aspects.


�
Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation I.432.4 - B-ISDN UNI physical layer specification for 51 840 kbit/s (published in Contribution COM 13-47) 


This Recommendation covers Physical Layer characteristics for transporting Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) cells at a nominal bit rate of 51 840 kbit/s over category 3 Unshielded Twisted Pair (UTP) cabling at the SB reference point of the B-ISDN User Network Interface (UNI). The maximum distance is approximately 100 m. This specification may be used to take advantage of existing building wiring.


Functionality is presented in terms of Physical Media Dependent (PMD) and Transmission Convergence (TC) sublayers, and both Synchronous Digital Hierarchy (SDH)-based and cell-based formats are included.


This Recommendation is part of the I.432-Series Recommendations, and includes references to Recommendation I.432.1 on general characteristics, and Recommendation I.432.2 on Transmission Convergence sublayer aspects.


Draft new ITU-T Recommendation G.966 - Access digital section for B-ISDN (published in Contribution COM 13-48)


The purpose of this Recommendation is to define the characteristics of a B-ISDN access digital section for the B-ISDN customer access between the broadband user-network interface (at the TB reference point) and the first ATM equipment on the network side of the B-NT1 (at VB1 reference point).


Draft new ITU-T Recommendation G.967.2 - VB5.2 interface  (published in Contribution COM 13-43)


This Recommendation specifies the physical, procedural and protocol requirements for interfaces at the VB5.2 reference point between an access network (AN) and a service node (SN). The VB5.2 reference point provides flexible (provisioned) virtual path link allocation and flexible (provisioned) virtual channel link allocation (controlled by the Q3 interfaces) as well as on�demand virtual channel link allocation controlled by the SN via the broadband bearer connection control (B�BCC) protocol. That is the VB5.2 reference point is a superset of the VB5.1 reference point, enabling on-demand virtual channel link allocation in the AN and across the VB5 reference point via the additional B�BCC function.


14.	Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.380 - Internet Protocol Data Communication Service - IP Packet Transfer and Availability Performance Parameters�(published in Report COM 13-R 41)


ITU-T Recommendation I.380 defines parameters that may be used in specifying and assessing the performance of speed, accuracy, dependability, and availability of IP packet transfer of international Internet Protocol (IP) data communication service. The defined parameters apply to end-to-end, point-to-point IP service and to the network portions that provide, or contribute to the provision of, such service in accordance with the normative references specified in Section 2. Connectionless transport is a distinguishing aspect of the IP service that is considered in this ITU-T Recommendation.


�
Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation G.826 - Error performance for international digital connections greater than / equal to primary rate�(published in Report COM 13-R 41)


This Recommendation defines error performance parameters and objectives for international digital paths which operate at or above the primary rate. The objectives given are independent of the physical network supporting the path. This Recommendation is based upon a block-based measurement concept using error detection codes inherent to the path under test. This simplifies in�service measurements. The parameters and objectives are defined accordingly.


Annexes A, B, C and D deal with the definition of availability of the path and give specific information concerning PDH, SDH and cell-based transmission paths.


Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.359 - Accuracy and dependability performance of 64kbit/s ISDN circuit mode CTs  (published in Report COM 13-R 41)


This Recommendation defines parameters for assessing the accuracy and dependability performance of call processing in an Integrated Services Digital Network (ISDN) provided in accordance with ITU-T Recommendations identified herein. The defined parameters apply to ISDN services using a single B channel and associated D channel; planned revisions to this Recommendation will address other ISDN bearer services (e.g. n x 64 kbit/s and primary rate connection types).


Draft new ITU-T Recommendation G.872 - Architecture of optical transport networks (published in Contribution COM 13-49)


This Recommendation describes the functional architecture of optical transport networks using the modelling methodology described in Recommendation G.805. The optical transport network functionality is described from a network level view point, taking into account an optical network layered structure, client characteristic information, client/server layer associations, networking topology, and layer network functionality providing optical signal transmission, multiplexing, routing, supervision, performance assessment, and network survivability.





Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation I.364 - Support of broadband connectionless data service by the B-ISDN (published in Report COM 13-R 33)


This Recommendation describes the support of the Broadband Connectionless Data Bearer Service (BCDBS) by the B-ISDN. It describes the framework for network support of BCDBS and the protocols used at the user interface and network interface.


This Recommendation relates to the direct provision of the BCDBS as defined in Recommendation I.211 using connectionless service functions. However, aspects of this Recommendation can be applied also to the indirect provision of the BCDBS.


�
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.322 - Generic protocol reference model for ISDN and B-ISDN  (published in Report COM 13-R 31)


This Recommendation defines a Generic Protocol Reference Model (GPRM) used to describe heterogeneous transport networks based on the deployment of overlaid switching and transmission techniques. GPRM models the interconnection and exchange of information, including information pertaining to the user, control and management functions.


Draft new Annex A to ITU-T  Recommendation Y.120 - GII scenario examples  (published in Report COM 13-R 30)


This annex presents scenario examples, based on the methodology described in Y.120, primarily oriented towards provision of voice, data and video services.
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