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To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 8, Characteristics of telematic systems, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 24 March to 1 April 1999, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of 11 revised and new Recommendations.


2	The summaries and locations of the draft revised and new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.


3	Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).


�
Available patent information can be accessed through TIES on the Internet (using either the World Wide Web or Gopher).


4	Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 12 March 1999 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 8 that these draft revised or new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


	Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendations.


5	If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 1 April 1999 to apply the approval procedure.


I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).


6	The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 8 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 5/8.


7	Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.


8	After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Notification.


Yours faithfully,


Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau





Annex: 1


�
ANNEX 1


(to TSB Circular 158)


Summaries and locations of draft revised and new Recommendations for approval�at the meeting of Study Group 8 on 1 April 1999





1.	Draft Amendment 3 to Recommendation T.4; proposed by Q.1/8; see COM 8-75


Summary


This amendment includes the addition of higher resolutions, the ability to transmit voice data files (revised Annex B) and the inclusion of a new Annex covering Mixed Raster Content coding.


2.	Draft Amendment 4 to Recommendation T.30; proposed by Q.1/8;�see COM 8-76 and COM 8-81


Summary


This amendment includes the addition of Internet addressing capabilities, higher resolutions, transmission of voice data files, modifications to the sections relating to the use of V.34, introduction of Mixed Raster Content, introduction of an extended negotiations protocol and a new Appendix containing Application Rules for the use of V.8, and some editorial corrections needed for consistency with a draft amendment to Recommendation T.66 determined at the November 1998 meeting of SG8.


3.	Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.36; proposed by Q.1/8; see COM 8-77


Summary


Amendment 1 to T.36 defines the over-ride mode associated with the HKM/HFX encryption system.


4.	Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.37; proposed by Q.4/8; see COM 8-72


Summary


This amendment adds support for the Full Mode of Internet fax to Recommendation T.37. The additional functionality includes support for the transmission and reception of additional TIFF image formats, capabilities exchange and acknowledgement of receipt.


5.	Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.38; proposed by Q.4/8; see COM 8-73


Summary


This amendment provides the text for Annex B of Rec. T.38 which documents the call establishment procedures for facsimile communication over IP networks.


�
6.	Draft new Recommendation T.44 “Mixed raster content (MRC)”;�proposed by Q.5/8; see COM 8-84


Summary


This Recommendation specifies the technical features of Mixed Raster Content (MRC) imaging format that enables efficient processing, interchange and archiving of raster-oriented pages containing a mixture of multi-level and bi-level images. This efficiency is realized through segmentation of the image into multiple layers (planes), as determined by image type, and applying image specific encoding, spatial and colour resolution processing.


A rasterized page may contain one or more image types, such as: multi-level continuous-tone or palletized colours (contone) usually associated with naturally occurring images; bi-level detail associated with text and line-art; multi-level colours associated with the text and line-art. This Recommendation makes provisions for processing, interchange, and archiving of these image types in multiple separate layers. Recombining the layers in a prescribed manner regenerates the original image.


7.	Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.66; proposed by Q.1/8; see COM 8-74


Summary


This amendment adds the coding to be used in V.8 negotiation to enable the selection of T.30 facsimile related capabilities to the existing coding for V.8bis negotiation.


8.	Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.84: “Information technology - Digital compression and coding of continuous-tone still images: Extensions - Amendment 1: Provisions to allow registration of new compression types and versions in the SPIFF header”; proposed by Q.6/8; see COM 8-83


Summary


This amendment allows registration of new compression types and versions in the SPIFF (the standard JPEG file format) header.


9.	Draft Amendment 2 to Recommendation T.434; proposed by Q.3/8; see COM 8-78


Summary


Amendment 2 to Recommendation T.434 introduces support for Multi-Purpose Internet Mail Extension (MIME) media types and updates the ASN.1 syntax for consistency with the updated ASN.1 recommendations.


10.	Draft Amendment 4 to Recommendation T.503; proposed by Q.1/8; see COM 8-80


Summary


This amendment includes the changes necessary to include higher resolutions (600x600 and 1200x1200) into Group 4 facsimile.


11.	Draft Amendment 3 to Recommendation T.563; proposed by Q.1/8; see COM 8-79


Summary


This amendment includes the changes necessary to include higher resolutions (600x600 and 1200x1200) into Group 4 facsimile.


�
Notes:


1.	The following four texts were identified by SG 8 at its Plenary held on 6 November 1998, Ashbourne, United Kingdom:


-	Draft Amendment 1 to Rec. T.37;


-	Draft Amendment 1 to Rec. T.66;


-	Draft Amendment 4 to Rec. T.503, and


-	Draft Amendment 3 to Rec. T.563.


2.	The proposed amendments to Recommendations T.66, T.503 and T.563 were not included in the list discussed at the June 1998 SG 8 meeting. The amendment to T.66 has been included to keep it aligned with the latest text of Recommendation V.8. The amendments to T.503 and T.563 are to keep those Recommendations aligned with T.4 and T.30.
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