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- To the Administrations of Member States 


  of the Union





Copy:


- To ITU-T Sector Members;


- To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of


  Study Group 4;


- To the Director of the Telecommunication


  Development Bureau;


- To the Director of the Radiocommunication�  Bureau�
�



�
Subject:	�
Expansion of the scope of ITU-T Recommendation M.1400: Designation of international networks�
�



�



To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	ITU-T Study Group 4 (TMN and Network Maintenance) has recently widened the scope of its Recommendation M.1400 “Designations of international networks”. The new scope is the inter-operators’ networks (against international networks) which includes domestic interconnection. The purpose of this change is to help its members in their network administration by applying the same codes and designations for domestic as for international interconnections. This may result in one integrated database for all connections which will be a great advantage for all network operators/service providers and consequently for the clients.


2	Expanding the scope of Recommendation M.1400 became pressing because network operators/service providers sometimes face complex arrangements, in a liberalized telecommunication ambience, to satisfy the needs of all partners involved. These arrangements are of various kinds: technical, procedural, accounting, administrative etc.


3	In order to make Recommendation M.1400 more suitable for the domestic interconnections, I invite you to communicate to domestic network operators/service providers the opportunity they have to provide to the ITU-T input for improvement. A specific improvement that has already been proposed is provided in Attachment 1.


�
4	Expansion of the Suffix in Recommendation M.1400 Layer 1 will allow for a greater number of network operators/service providers with domestic interconnection.  Please provide the attached form (Attachment 2) to 1) domestic network operators/service providers for them to note their opinion on improvements to Recommendation M.1400 to make it more suitable for domestic interconnections and 2) international network operators/service providers for them to note their opinion on the impact of the proposed suffix expansion, and to forward it to my attention via the responsible Rapporteur (see the contact details) for M.1400 before 1 August 1999.


�	Contact:	Mr. Paul Levine			Tel:	+1 732-699-3042


			Telcordia Technologies		Fax:	+1 732-336-2980


			USA				     	Email: Plevine@telcordial.com


Yours faithfully,





H. Zhao�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau





Annexes: 2


�
Attachment 1





PROPOSAL TO EXTEND THE REC. M.1400 SUFFIX FOR USE IN INTERCONNECTION





One of the most affecting limitations in the use of ITU-T Rec. M.1400 for domestic interconnections is the 3-character limit on the suffix definition.  Since the number of locations to be designated for use in interconnection is much higher than that needed for international interconnection, and with the rapidly growing number of operators, the number of possible 3-character  combinations in the same town is likely to be soon exhausted.





Furthermore, it is impossible to ask all operators to agree in advance on a common rule for the suffix use that can be satisfactory to all.





It is proposed in the long term that all locations in Rec. M.1400 be identified with the following structure:





TOWN


(12 Chars)�
/�
SUFFIX


(3 Chars)�
/�
ITU CARRIER CODE


(6 Chars)�
/�
COUNTRY CODE


(3 Chars)�
�



In the suggested structure, TOWN/SUFFIX are the same as currently defined in Rec. M.1400.  Two other identifiers are added, ITU Carrier Code (ICC) and ISO 3166 three alphabetic country code.





In the near term a possible transition strategy would be to use only Town and Suffix for international interconnections, and Town, Suffix and ICC for domestic interconnections.  








�
Attachment 2





INVESTIGATION ON THE SUITABILITY OF ITU-T REC. M. 1400 FOR THE REGISTRATION DOMESTIC INTERCONNECTIONS





Please use the column “Comment” to express whether in your opinion there are items which are missing, wrong or unclear. Provide all input that can help towards improvements. 





Section			Title				Comment














[Enlist here all sections of M.1400 related to your comments.]

















Name of contact person for the above subject:





..........................................................................





Address:


Telephone number:


Fax number:


email address:





Form to be sent by 1 August 1999 to:


Mr. Paul Levine				Tel:	+1 732-699-3042


Telcordia Technologies				Fax:	+1 732-336-2980


USA						Email: plevine@telcordia.com
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