¾
5

	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau


	[image: image1.wmf]




Geneva, 10 November 1999

	Ref:
	TSB Circular 225
COM 8/FC

	
	

	Tel:
	+41 22 730 5896

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5853
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	Meeting of Study Group 8 with a view to approving 10 draft revised and 3 draft new Recommendations in accordance with the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)

Geneva, 10 February 2000


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the request of the Chairperson of Study Group 8, Characteristics of Telematic Systems, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 2 to 10 February 2000, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of 10 revised Recommendations and 3 new Recommendations.

2
The summaries and locations of the draft revised and new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.

3
Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).

Available patent information can be accessed on-line via the ITU-T Website.

4
Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 21 January 2000 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 8 that these draft revised and new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendations.

5
If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 10 February 2000 to apply the approval procedure.

I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).

6
The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 8 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 7/8.

7
Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.

8
After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Notification.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1

(to TSB Circular 225)

Summaries and locations of draft revised and new Recommendations for approval
at the meeting of Study Group 8 on 10 February 2000
1.
Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.4; see COM 8-105

Summary

Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.4 (1999) includes changes to:

a)
Annex E/T.4 to include specification of the restriction on the use of the horizontal image size parameter of a JPEG data stream and amendment of the definition of spatial resolution to cover all standardised resolutions

b)
Annex H/T.4 to cover mixed raster content black and white images.

2.
Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.24; see COM 8-92

Summary

The purpose of Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.24 (1998) is to include CCITT Test Images 1-8 at 1200 dpi. These test images are used by experimenters among other things for testing transmission quality, and evaluation of compression algorithms.

3.
Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.30; see COM 8-106

Summary

Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.30 (1999) includes:

1)
Changes for:


a)
inclusion of a cellular network connection indication;

b)
introduction of 600 pels/25.4mm x 600 lines/25.4 mm and 1200 pels/25.4mm x 1200 pels/25.4mm resolutions for gray scale and colour;

c)
double sided printing capability;

d)
black and white mixed raster content capability;

e)
Recommendation T.45 run length colour encoding;

f)
application profile indications for Recommendation T.88;

g)
removal of duplication between Annexes G and H;

2) Addition of a new Annex K on procedure for V.21 duplex negotiations and call control in G3 facsimile;

3)
Addition of a new Annex L on extended negotiations protocol for Group 3 facsimile

4.
Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.35; see COM 8-93

Summary

Amendment 1 allows for the extension of the country code space which is near exhaustion.  It is also provides for ITU-T Recommendations not part of the T-Series to use Rec. T.35 to indicate and identify non-standard facilities. Associated changes to Rec. T.30 are also included.

5.
Draft Amendment 2 to Recommendation T.38; see COM 8-109

Summary

Amendment 2 comprised new Annexes D and E. Annex D describes system level requirements and procedures for internet-aware facsimile implementations and internet aware facsimile gateways conforming to Rec. T.38 to establish calls with other Rec. T.38 implementations using the procedures defined in RFC 2543 (SIP) and RFC 2327 (SDP.) 

Annex E describes system level requirements and procedures for internet-aware facsimile implementations and internet aware facsimile gateways conforming to Rec. T.38 to establish calls with other Rec. T.38 implementations using the procedures defined by Rec. H.248. 

6.
Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.43; see COM 8-104

Summary

In April 1999,  Study Group 8 adopted new higher resolutions of 300x600, 400x800, 600x600, 600x1200 and 1200x1200 pels/25/4 mm, while 100x100 pels/25.4 mm was introduced a year earlier. Amendment 1 to T.43 allows to comprehend the appropriate square resolution subset of these new resolutions. The T.43 amendment is performed in a manner that accommodates future T.30 resolution enhancements without requiring corresponding amendments.

7.
Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation T.44; see COM 8-99, COM8-103

Summary

Amendment 1 comprises a new Annex B which defines provisions for sharing resources across pages, stripes and layers and provisions for using colour tags as a means of representing text colour. These provisions play an essential role in the application of JBIG2 (i.e. draft Rec. T.88). JBIG2 realizes significant compression gains by sharing symbol dictionaries (i.e. a shared resource) across pages and page components. Additionally, the colours of JBIG2 encoded text may be represented by colour tags to realize even greater compression gains over conventional bitmap representation of the text colours. 

In addition, COM8-99 proposes corrections for two technical oversights that were brought to the attention of Q5/8 as a result of implementation experience. 

8.
Draft new Recommendation T.45; see COM 8-102

Summary

This Recommendation specifies a run-length encoding procedure, which has been optimised for the encoding of lists of colour values. Use of T.45 to encode the colour values of the T.88 

(JBIG2) related colour tag procedure is one targeted application. JBIG2 has been shown to be particularly effective in the coding of coloured text when the colours of the foreground layer associated with a JBIG2 encoded MRC mask layer (i.e. text shapes) are represented by colour tags (i.e. colour values)

9.
Draft new Recommendation T.88; see COM 8-96

Summary

This Recommendation, commonly known as JBIG2, defines a coding method for bi-level images (e.g. black and white printed matter). These are images consisting of a single rectangular bit plane, with each pixel taking on one of just two possible colours. T.88 has been explicitly prepared for lossy, lossless, and lossy-to-lossless image compression.

10.
Draft new Recommendation T.89; see COM 8-108

Summary

This Recommendation specifies application profiles of the JBIG2 coding scheme, defined in Recommendation T.88 | ISO/IEC 14492, for facsimile applications. Recommendation T.88 specifies a collection of standard encoder/decoder components, referenced as a toolkit, that are used in generating and decoding JBIG2 conformant data streams. JBIG2 encourages definition of application profiles to satisfy the needs of various application environments.

11.
Draft Amendment 2 to Recommendation T.417; see COM 8-110

Summary

Amendment 2 introduces the optional colour/grey-scale resolutions of 12 BMU (100pels/25.4mm), 6BMU (200 pels/25,4mm), 4 BMU (300 pels/25.4mm), 3 BMU (400 pels/25.4mm), 2 BMU (600 pels/25.4mm), 1 BMU (1200 pels/25.4mm) to the G4 facsimile. The amendment enables the G4 colour facsimile terminal to handle the black and white optional resolution and colour/grey-scale optional resolutions independently.

12.
Draft Amendment 5 to Recommendation T.503; see COM 8-98

Summary

Amendment 5 introduces colour and gray-scale higher resolutions of 100, 200, 300, 400, 600 and 1200pels/25.4mm to G4 facsimile.

13.
Draft Amendment 4 to Recommendation T.563; see COM 8-97

Summary

Amendment 4 introduces colour and gray-scale higher resolutions of 100, 200, 300, 400, 600 and 1200pels/25.4mm to G4 facsimile.
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