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Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the request of the Chairperson of Study Group 5, Protection against electromagnetic environment effects, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 21 to 25 February 2000, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of four revised Recommendations and of ten new Recommendations.

2
The summaries and locations of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendations and draft new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.

3
Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).

Available patent information can be accessed on-line via the ITU-T Website.

4
Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 9 February 2000, whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 5 that these draft revised or new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.

Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendations.

5
If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 25 February 2000 to apply the approval procedure.

I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).

6
The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 5 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 5/5.

7
Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.

8
After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Notification.

Yours faithfully,

Houlin Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 230)

Summaries and locations of the proposed draft revised and new ITU-T Recommendations

1
Draft revised Recommendation K.12 - Characteristics of gas discharge tubes for the  protection of telecommunications installations

Summary
This Recommendation gives the basic requirements to be met by gas discharge tubes for the protection of exchange equipment, telecommunication lines and subscribers’ or customer equipment from over-voltages. It is intended to be used for the harmonization of existing or future specifications issued by gas discharge tube manufacturers, telecommunication equipment manufacturers, or Administrations.

This Recommendation gives guidance on the use of gas discharge tubes to limit over-voltages on telecommunications lines.

Location: COM 5-29

2
Draft revised Recommendation K.20 - Resistibility of telecommunication equipment installed in a telecommunications centre to overvoltages and overcurrents

Summary
This Recommendation specifies resistibility requirements and test procedures for telecommuni-cation equipment which is installed in a Telecommunication Centre.

Overvoltages or overcurrents covered by this Recommendation include surges due to lightning on or near the line plant, short‑term induction of alternating voltages from adjacent power lines or railway systems, earth potential rise due to power faults, direct contacts between telecommunication lines and power lines and electrostatic discharges.

Location: COM 5-24

3 Draft revised Recommendation K.25 - Protection of optical fibre cables 

Summary

This Recommendation gives a procedure in order to protect the telecommunication lines using fibre optics against direct lightning discharges to the line itself or to the structures that the line enters.  The protection procedure is related to the exposure of the line to direct lightning discharges and includes the selection of cable characteristics/installation, use of shield wires, bonding/earthing of the cable shield, installation of surge protective devices (SPD) and route redundancy.

Location: COM 5-34

4
Draft revised Recommendation K.34 - Classification of electromagnetic environmental 
conditions for telecommunication equipment - Basic EMC Recommendation
Summary

Recommendation K.34 defines electromagnetic environmental classes for telecommunication equipment covering all relevant electromagnetic environmental parameters. This Recommendation applies to telecommunication equipment installed in telecommunication centres, outdoor locations and customer premises. This is a basic EMC recommendation for telecommunications.

Location: COM 5-R 9

5
Draft new Recommendation K.44 (K.res) - Resistibility of telecommunication equipment to overvoltages and overcurrents

Summary
This Recommendation seeks to establish fundamental testing methods and criteria for the resistibility of telecommunications equipment to overvoltages and overcurrents.

Overvoltages or overcurrents covered by this Recommendation include surges due to lightning on or near the line plant, short-term induction of alternating voltages from adjacent electric power lines or electrified railway systems, earth potential rise due to power faults, and direct contacts between telecommunication lines and power lines.

Location: COM 5-22

6
Draft new Recommendation K.45 (K.ran) - Resistibility of access network equipment to overvoltages and overcurrents
Summary

This Recommendation specifies resistibility requirements and test procedures for telecommunication equipment installed between a Telecommunication Centre  and Customer premise building.

Overvoltages or overcurrents covered by this Recommendation include surges due to lightning on or near the line plant, short‑term induction of alternating voltages from adjacent power lines or railway systems, earth potential rise due to power faults, direct contacts between telecommunication lines and power lines and electrostatic discharges.

Location: COM 5-23

7
Draft new Recommendation K.46 (K.pair) - Protection of telecommunication lines  using metallic symmetric conductors against lightning induced surges

Summary

This Recommendation gives a procedure in order to protect the telecommunication lines using metallic symmetric conductors against the overvoltages and overcurrents imposed on the lines due to nearby lightning discharges.  The protection procedure is related to the exposure of the line to the effects of nearby lightning discharges, and includes the bonding of the cable shield and the installation of surge protective devices (SPD).

Location: COM 5-32

8
Draft new Recommendation K.47 (K.light) - Protection of telecommunication lines using metallic conductors against direct lightning discharges

Summary
This Recommendation gives a procedure in order to protect the telecommunication lines using metallic conductors against direct lightning discharges to the line itself or to structures that the line enters.  The protection procedure is related to the exposure of the line to direct lightning discharges and includes the selection of cable characteristics/installation, bonding/earthing of the cable shield, use of shield wires, installation of surge protective devices (SPD) and route redundancy.

Location: COM 5-33

9 Draft new Recommendation K.48 (K.pf) - Product family EMC requirements for each telecommunication network equipment - Product family Recommendation 

Summary

This Recommendation specifies the emission and immunity requirements for switching, transmission, power and supervisory equipment. It also describes operational conditions for emission and immunity testing. Performance criteria for immunity tests are also specified.

Location: COM 5-R 9

10
Draft new Recommendation K.49 (K.rfi) - Test condition and performance criteria for voice terminal subject to disturbance from digital mobile phone

Summary

This Recommendation specifies the test setup, the test levels and the performance criteria to verify the immunity of voice terminal equipment to disturbance produced by digital mobile phone. 

Location: COM 5-R 9

11
Draft new Recommendation K.50 (K.sov) - Safe limits of operating voltages and currents for telecommunication systems powered over the network

Summary

This recommendation provides guidance on voltages and currents that may safely be used to power telecommunication systems that are part of the network. These systems use the paired-conductor cables of the network or specific power feeding cables to provide power to equipment at remote locations. This equipment and the current carrying conductors can be accessed in the energized state by service personnel without using insulated gloves or tools. These systems are not intended to be part of the subscriber's installation, and are not accessible to users of the network. They are located in the networks between different telecommunication centres and between a telecommunication centre and public network interfaces. This recommendation covers only systems that use continuous dc powering.

Location: COM 5-25

12
Draft new Recommendation K.51 (K.sc) - Safety criteria for telecommunication equipment

Summary

This recommendation gives guidance on safety criteria for telecommunication network infrastructure equipment. It specifies requirements intended to reduce risks of fire, electric shock or injury for the operator, layman and service personnel who may come into contact with the equipment. This recommendation refers to IEC 60950 and provides additional requirements when these are not covered by IEC 60950. Equipment complying with the relevant requirements in this recommendation is considered suitable for use in a telecommunication network. However this recommendation does not include requirements for performance or functional characteristics of equipment.

Location: COM 5-26

13
Draft new Recommendation K.52 (K.emf) - Guidance on complying with limits for human exposure to electromagnetic fields

Summary

This Recommendation aims to help with compliance of telecommunication installations with safety limits for human exposure to electromagnetic fields (EMFs).  It presents general guidance, a calculation method, and an installation assessment procedure.  The assessment procedure, based on safety limits provided by ICNIRP, helps users determine the likelihood of installation compliance based on accessibility criteria, antenna properties and emitter power.

Location: COM 5-35

14
Draft new Recommendation K.53 (K.lim) - Values of induced voltages on telecommunication installations to establish telecom and a.c. power and railway operators responsibilities

Summary

This Recommendation gives permissible voltages and currents on a telecommunications line caused by influence from a nearby a.c. power or railway plant during normal operation and fault condition. These values set the maximum permissible voltages, currents and durations that a.c. power and railway operators are allowed to cause by any type of electromagnetic coupling on a telecommunications line without being responsible for mitigation measures.

Location: COM 5-30

____________

Place des Nations
Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
Telex 421 000 uit ch
Internet:
itumail@itu.int

CH-1211 Geneva 20
Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
Telegram ITU GENEVE
X.400 
S=itumail; P=itu

Switzerland

Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00

A=400net; C=ch
ITU-T\BUREAU\CIRC\230E.DOC
11/25/99

