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Geneva, 18 February 2000

	Ref:
	TSB Circular 253

COM 4/AG
	-
To the Administrations of Member States of the Union

	Tel:
Fax:
	+41 22 730 5970
+41 22 730 5853
	Copy:
-
To ITU-T Sector Members;

-
To the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons of Study Group 4;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau


	Subject:
	Registration of domestic carriers for ITU Carrier Codes (ICC)


Note : This Circular is brought to the attention of national regulatory authorities

Dear Sir/Madam,

1
Pursuant to TSB Circular 191, ITU-T Study Group 4 (TMN and Network Maintenance) addressed a liaison statement to TSAG (Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group) to modify the requested procedure for information and help regarding the registration of domestic carriers for ITU Carrier Codes (ICC).

As stated in Circular 191, ICC is a standardized and comprehensive way to identify a domestic as well as international network operator/service provider.

2
As the number of telecom operators in each country is growing rapidly, the number of interconnections between their networks is growing even faster. The standardization of designations of all the network interconnections is therefore of great concern for the operators involved. Only then are they able to do the provisioning and maintenance in a systematic and efficient way. 

To support the registration of designations the ITU Recommendation M.1400 is in force. Previously this Recommendation applied only to international interconnections. However, operators wished to apply the same registration principles for domestic as for international network interconnections.  As a consequence the ITU has widened the scope of the recommendation to domestic interconnections (see TSB Circular 190 of 10 May 1999). The proper use of this Recommendation requires the identification of the operators sharing the interconnection. To that end an overall list of operators working in a country, with an officially recognized and standardized code for each of them, is of great help. It enables them to identify each other in a comprehensive and unique way. This will eventually result in one integrated database for all connections, in turn improving network operations and administration to the benefit of both providers and clients.
3
Instead of individual operators sending their ICCs to the TSB for registration, the national regulatory authorities are requested to provide the validated codes and related information of domestic network operators directly to the TSB.

Some national regulatory authorities have already been following this procedure.
4 Please find attached a registration form for ICC valid for both domestic and international carriers, which the national regulatory authorities are requested to return with an initial list of carriers to TSB as soon as possible.  Information on additional carriers should be provided as available.  Copies of this form should be made, using one form for one carrier. Each carrier will be directly contacted once their code is registered by the TSB.
5 The national authority in each country is requested to 

· collect the filled-in form from each carrier/service provider/network operator in that country, 

· ensure that the Carrier Codes are unique within that country,

· ensure that all information on the ICC Notification Form is provided, and

· to submit the information to the TSB Director

6 The national authority should inform the operators in that country on the need of using the Carrier Codes for  designations to be used in inter-operator communication.

7 Both the national authority and the operators(carriers) should note that each operator will be registered as a separate entity in each country in which it operates, and will have to report country-specific information to each national authority. This may or may not imply a need for a multi-national operator to use different Carrier Codes in each country. Multi-national operators are encouraged to ensure that they are registered in each country in which they operate.

8 The national authority should collect and submit the required information whenever new operators appear in that country. Incremental changes to the information on operators in each country should be reviewed and submitted to the TSB at least once a year.

9 Only in case that a national authority cannot take the described responsibility, the operator itself may contact the TSB directly to obtain an ICC. The TSB will reject applications for ICCs which are already in use in that country.

10 Information on the ICCs in use together with the contact information will be found in the ITU Operational Bulletin, which is distributed on the ITU web for users subscribing to this service.

Yours faithfully,



H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Attachment: 1

To be returned via national authority to TSB Director

Attachment
(to TSB Circular 253)

Notification Form for
List of ITU Carrier Codes


A Carrier is any operating Company that brings into service and maintains international or domestic leased circuits, switched circuits, digital blocks, etc.

Study Group 4 of ITU-T believes that all international and domestic carriers for switched circuits today must have an ITU Carrier Identification Code. This code is used to identify a carrier for the purpose of registration of interconnection with other carriers.

In order to develop a listing of ITU Carrier Codes (ICC) which may be used to identify the Carriers when filling out Layer 2 records as explained in Recommendation M.1400, the following Form shall be filled by each international or domestic Carrier

1.
Company full name:

........................................................................

(the name of carrier)

.................................................................…....

	2.
Company Code:
	
	
	
	
	
	


(The code by which the carrier wishes to identify itself. This code shall be of Roman characters (alpha or alphanumeric (a to z; 0 to 9)), six or less in length, and should be a unique identifier of a network operator/service provider unique within each country. This code may be one that is in use today, provided it fits the definition.)

3.        Company official address: 
........................................................................

..................................................................……


..................................................................……


4.        Contact point: 
........................................................................


Tel.: +  ..........................................................….


Fax: +............................................................….


E-mail………………………………………………



	Place des Nations
	Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
	Telex 421 000 uit ch
	Internet: 
itumail@itu.int

	CH-1211 Geneva 20
	Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
	Telegram ITU GENEVE
	X.400 
S=itumail; P=itu

	Switzerland
	
Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00
	
	
A=400net; C=ch



