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To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 12 , End-to-end transmission performance of networks and terminals, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 21 to 30 September 1999, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of four revised Recommendations and of six new Recommendations.


2	The summaries and locations of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendations and draft new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.


3	Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).


Available patent information can be accessed through TIES on the Internet (using either the World Wide Web or Gopher).


�
4	Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 9 September 1999, whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 12 that these draft revised or new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendations.


5	If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 30 September 1999 to apply the approval procedure.


I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).


6	The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 12 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 4/12.


7	Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.


8	After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Notification.


Yours faithfully,





Houlin Zhao�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau


Annex: 1








�
ANNEX 1�(to TSB Circular 198)


Summaries and locations of the proposed draft revised and new Recommendations


1	Draft revised Recommendation P.50 - Artificial voices


Summary


The “artificial voice” described in this Recommendation reproduces the characteristics of human speech for the purposes of characterizing linear and nonlinear telecommunication systems and devices, which are intended for the transduction or transmission of speech. The artificial voice is a signal that is mathematically defined and that reproduces the time and spectral characteristics of speech which significantly affect the performances of telecommunication systems. Two kinds of artificial voice are defined, reproducing respectively the characteristics of female and male speech.


Location: COM 12-87


2	Draft revised Recommendation P.64 - Determination of sensitivity/frequency characteristics of local telephone systems


Summary


This Recommendation is mainly concerned with electro-acoustical measurements required for supplying sensitivity/frequency characteristics suitable for use in calculating loudness ratings, or estimating other subjectivity determined quantities. For this purpose, measurements under real conditions must form the basis. Artificial mouths and artificial ears must be used with due regard to obtaining good agreement between these measurements and those from real mouth and ear determinations. Measurements under real conditions are complicated, time-consuming and not reproducible with great precision, especially when carbon microphones are involved.


This Recommendation describes measurement methods using recommended forms of artificial mouths and artificial ears (see Recommendations P.51 and P.57).


This Recommendation applies mainly to Local Telephone Systems (LTSs) with handset telephones, however the principles also apply to other types of telephones.


Annex D and Annex E define handset position to be used with HATS according to P.58 and P.57 types 3.2, 3.3 and 3.4 artificial ears. Annex F describes correspondence between measurements using the LRGP and the HATS position.


Location: COM 12-83


3	Draft revised Recommendation P.79 - Calculation of loudness ratings for telephone sets


Summary


This Recommendation describes the preferred method for calculating loudness ratings mainly in the case of local telephone systems which transmit a band of frequencies not exceeding about 180 � 4 500 Hz. 


�
The purpose of using loudness ratings for telephone sets is two-fold. First, to provide the transmission planner with an adequate measure of how the sets perform in the network. Second, to enable valid and unambiguous comparison to be made between sets. Therefore, to avoid confusion, this Recommendation contains only those telephone set loudness ratings which are of interest for these purposes.


The improvement of this Recommendation is the addition of Annex G, which gives the W-weights to extent the use of the general algorithm in the Recommendation for calculating sending and receiving loudness ratings of wideband (100 to 8 000 Hz) terminals.


Location: COM 12-84


4	Draft revised Recommendation P.910 - Subjective video quality assessment methods for multimedia applications


Summary


Although it is stated in Recommendation P.561 that In-service Non-intrusive Measurement Devices (INMD) can be connected at any four-wire DS1 interface on a link, their general use is for monitoring the quality of international calls, and therefore they are usually installed in international gateways.


   In this document, intermediate result of a common study between France Télécom Worldwide Network and Services and the C.N.E.T., we consider two different locations for an INMD in an international gateway : at the outgoing side and at the incoming side. For both scenarios, the impact of transmission and/or processing devices inside and outside the international gateway on the non intrusive measurement of parameters like levels and echo is shown and explained. In conclusion, it is discussed for which application(s) each scenario fits the best, and what are their respective interests for a network operator.


Location: COM 12-85


5	Draft new Recommendation P.313 (P.CMT) - Transmission characteristics for cordless and mobile digital terminals


Summary


This Recommendation provides audio performance requirements for portable digital cordless and mobile handsets. The requirements apply to narrowband systems (3.1 kHz) regardless of a coding algorithm used in the terminal. Associated test methods are also given. 


Requirements are specified for the major electro-acoustic performance parameters affecting audio quality, including sending and receiving levels, frequency responses, noise, sidetone, stability, echo path and delay. The requirements given in the Recommendation should ensure satisfactory service quality in a high percentage of installations under normal conditions.


Location: COM 12-77


�
6	Draft new Recommendation G.108 (G.PLG) - Application of the E-model - A planning guide


Summary


The intent of this Recommendation is to demonstrate how the E-Model (described in Rec. G.107 -The E-Model, a computational model for use in transmission planning) can be used in end-to-end transmission planning for a wide range of networks – local, national, multi-national and transcontinental.


Location: COM 12-80


7	Draft new Recommendation G.109 (G.GOVQ) - Definition of categories of speech transmission quality


Summary


This Recommendation provides a definition of categories of speech transmission quality from mouth to ear for 3.1 kHz handset telephony across networks by summarizing ranges of speech transmission quality in terms of “user satisfaction”, tied to the ratings given by the transmission planning tool of Recommendation G.107 for the combined effects of various transmission impairments. The definitions provided here are independent of any specific technology that may be used in different types of network scenarios under consideration.


Location: COM 12-78


8	Draft new Recommendation G.116 - Transmission performance objectives applicable to end-to-end international connections


Summary


This Recommendation is intended to provide guidance to network and service planners who are concerned with the performance of international connections, and to network element designers who are responsible for the equipment specification. Information relating to analogue, digital, and analogue/digital terminal and network elements is provided. Additionally, this information is provided in the context of hybrid networks, i.e. networks built using analogue and digital network elements; Integrated Digital Networks, i.e. networks with digital core network elements and analogue accesses; and Integrated Services Digital Networks, i.e. networks which have only digital network, digital access and digital terminal elements. The transmission systems used to create these connections may operate as analogue or digital systems. Digital switches and transport systems may operate as ATM, Frame Relay, Plesiochronous Digital Hierarchy (PDH), Synchronous Digital Hierarchy (SDH), etc. systems.


Location: COM 12-76


�
9	Draft new Recommendation G.136 (G.ALC)- Application rules for Automatic Level Control Devices


Summary


This Recommendation provides a set of general application guidelines for network based Automatic Level Control Devices. These network based ALC devices are expected to comply with Recommendation G.169 “Automatic Level Control Devices”.


Location: COM 12-79


10	Draft new Recommendation G.177 - Transmission planning for voiceband services over hybrid Internet/PSTN connections


Summary


This contribution provides editorial changes to D.066 as proposed during the meeting of Q18/12. This draft is proposed for determination at the closing Plenary of SG12.


Location: COM 12-86





____________


� PAGE  \* MERGEFORMAT �1�





ITU-T\BUREAU\CIRC\198E.DOC	� DATE �07/06/99�





(





Place des Nations	Telephone 	+41 22 730 51 11	Telex 421 000 uit ch	Internet:	itumail@itu.int


CH-1211 Geneva 20	Telefax	Gr3:	+41 22 733 72 56	Telegram ITU GENEVE	X.400 	S=itumail; P=itu


Switzerland		Gr4:	+41 22 730 65 00		A=400net; C=ch





- � PAGE �6� -














