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	Subject:

	Meeting of Study Group 13 with a view to approving 9 draft revised, 3 addenda and 2 corrigenda to existing Recommendations and 11 draft new Recommendations in accordance with the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)

Kyoto, 28 February and 10 March 2000


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the request of the Chairperson of Study Group 13, (General network aspects), I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 28 February to 10 March 2000, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of 9 revised Recommendations, 3 addenda and 2 corrigenda to existing Recommendations and of 11 new Recommendations.

2
The summaries and locations of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendations and draft new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.

3
Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).

Available patent information can be accessed on-line via the ITU-T Website.

4
Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 16 February 2000 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 13 that these draft revised or new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendations.

5
If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 28 February 2000 to apply the approval procedure. In cases where contributions have been received proposing changes to the text of draft revised, new and amended Recommendations (other than those of an editorial nature presented by the Rapporteur/Editor) their approval will take place at the closing Plenary on 10 March 2000.

I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).

6
The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 13 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 13/13.

7
Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.

8
After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Operational Bulletin.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX
(to TSB Circular 232)

Summaries and locations of the ITU-T Recommendations for approval at the meeting of Study Group 13 (Kyoto, 28 February and 10 March 2000)

1.
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.375.3 – Network capabilities to support multimedia services – Examples of multimedia distribution service class, switched digital broadcasting (published in COM 13-R 48)

This Recommendation specifies the network capabilities required to support the switched digital broadcast service (SDB). The service requires a point-to-multipoint function that can be provided either by the access network topology or by the addition of a specific Replication Unit (RU). Another new functional element, the Broadcast Control Unit (BCU) instructs the RU which programs have to be delivered to a specific end user. The Recommendation provides the service architecture and the reference configuration and then specifies the different functional elements and their interfaces.

2.
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation Y.101 – GII Terminology – Terms and definition (published in COM 13-R 48)

This Recommendation contains the GII terminology.

3.
Amendment to ITU-T Recommendation I.311 (published in COM 13-R 51)

The amendment to section 5.3.1.1 will add the ATM transfer capability.

4.
Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation G.823 – The control of jitter and wander within digital networks which are based on the 2 048 kbit/s hierarchy (published in COM 13‑R 56)

This Recommendation specifies the maximum network limits of jitter and wander that shall not be exceeded and the minimum equipment tolerance to jitter and wander that shall be provided at any relevant transport or synchronization interfaces which are based on the 2 048 kbit/s hierarchy.

The requirements for the jitter and wander characteristics that are specified in this Recommendation must be adhered to in order to ensure interoperability of equipment produced by different manufacturers and a satisfactory network performance.

5.
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.572 – VSAT interconnection with the PSTN (published in COM 13-R 60)

This Recommendation describes the functional technical requirements for the incorporation of VSATs in to the Access portion of national telephone networks, both public and private. Scenarios illustrate some but not all of the ways that VSATs might be deployed in this portion of the network. A pre-existing analogue network has been assumed for the discussion of transmission planning with digital technology included where significant. The annexes contain details of several national connection requirements and when considered as a whole provides a good overview of connection requirements for all national telephone networks.  Additional annexes may be added in future to cover other countries.

6.
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation Y.130 (ex Y.ica) – Information communication architecture (published in COM 13-R 60)
This Recommendation outlines an Information Communication Architecture (ICA) to guide the future development of information communication networks and services.  The architecture is aimed at enabling applications to communicate information using infrastructural capabilities that are based on middleware service components. 

The ICA provides a functional architecture for those information communication systems in the coming broadband and information era. ICA will take the opportunity to incorporate the advantages of the latest information technologies.

7.
Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation I.371 – Traffic control and congestion control in B-ISDN (published in COM 13-R 62)

Recommendation I.371 addresses functions and parameters for traffic and congestion control in the B‑ISDN.

A user-network and an inter-network traffic contract are defined in terms of a traffic descriptor that includes traffic parameters and associated tolerances of an ATM layer transfer capability and of quality of service requirements associated to a QOS class. Relevant traffic parameters and generic conformance definitions for these parameters are specified. ATM transfer capabilities that make use of these traffic parameters to allow for different combinations of QOS objectives and multiplexing schemes and specific conformance definitions applying to these ATM transfer capabilities are provided.

In addition, traffic control and congestion control functions are further specified, among which are traffic parameter control functions at user-network and inter-network interfaces. Some specific traffic control interworking configurations are described.

Finally, procedures for traffic control, congestion control and resource management are defined. This includes specific formats and information supported by resource management cells.

8.
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation Y.310 (ex I.ipatm) – Transport of IP over ATM in public networks (published in COM 13-R 62)

This Recommendation addresses the transport of IP services over ATM. IP services in this Recommendation are defined as ‘services provided at the IP layer. IP services in this Recommendation do not include those at the application layer (e.g. network banking). 

This Recommendation identifies the preferred IP over ATM approach for public networks adopting ATM technology including, Service Provider Networks and Carrier Networks, but does not preclude the same approach where applicable in access networks, private networks and end systems. Approaches taken into account include Classical IPOA, MPOA, and MPLS. These approaches are described briefly in Appendix 1.

9.
Corrigendum 1 to ITU-T Recommendation I.610 (published in COM 13-R 64)

This corrigendum contains only editorial corrections, but no technical changes, to the third revision (02/99) of Recommendation I.610.

10.
Addendum 1 to ITU-T Recommendation I.620 (published in COM 13-R 64)

This addendum contains only editorial enhancements, but no technical changes, to the third revision (02/99) of Recommendation I.610.

11.
Corrigendum 1 to ITU-T Recommendation I.630 (published in COM 13-R 64)
This addendum contains only editorial enhancements and corrections, but no technical changes, to the first version (02/99) of Recommendation I.630.

12.
Addendum 1 to ITU-T Recommendation I.630 (published in COM 13-R 64)
This addendum contains only editorial enhancements and corrections, but no technical changes, to the first version (02/99) of Recommendation I.630.

13.
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.761 (ex I.ima) - Inverse multiplexing for ATM (IMA) (published in COM 13-R 64)
This Recommendation defines a protocol for inverse multiplexing of an ATM cell stream over multiple physical links, and to retrieve the original stream at the far-end from these links. Multiplexing of the ATM cell stream is performed on a cell by cell basis across the multiple links.

14.
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.762 (ex I.frac) - ATM over fractional physical links (published in COM 13-R 64)
This Recommendation specifies the requirements for how to map ATM on a "circuit-mode connection" supporting unrestricted information transfer rates at integer multiples of 64 kbit/s up to the maximum rate of the interface. The physical interface may typically be DS1 or E1 (or any other physical interface). The specification shall apply for any N*64 kbit/s rate up to 1920 kbit/s (N=30) and be independent of type of interface (UNI or NNI).

15.
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.480 (ex I.cbp) - 1+1 protection switching for cell-based physical layer (published in COM 13-R 64)

This Recommendation « 1+1 Protection Switching for Cell-based Physical Layer » provides architecture and mechanisms for 1+1 protection at the physical layer for ATM cell-based transmission systems.

This Recommendation defines the transmitter and receiver operation, the synchronisation and switching process. It is based on the mechanisms described in ITU-T Recommendation I.432.2 for ATM cell-based transmission systems.

It provides hitless protection switching at the physical layer between two sources and sinks of F3 OAM flows.

16.
Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation G.803 – Architecture of transport networks based on the synchronous digital hierarchy (SDH) (published in COM 13-R 64)
This Recommendation describes the functional architecture of transport networks including network synchronization principles for networks that are based on the SDH. This Recommendation uses the architectural description defined in Recommendation G.805, the generic functional architecture of transport networks. The application of various mappings is also included.

17.
Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation G.805 – Generic functional architecture of transport networks (published in COM 13-R 64)

This Recommendation describes the functional architecture of transport networks in a technology independent way. The generic functional architecture may be used as the basis for a harmonized set of functional architecture Recommendations for ATM, SDH, PDH transport networks, and a corresponding set of Recommendations for management, performance analysis and equipment specification.

18.
Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation G.831 – Management capabilities of transport networks based on the Synchronous Digital Hierarchy (SDH) (published in COM 13‑R 64)

This Recommendation describes the management requirements of the layered and partitioned SDH transmission networks defined in Recommendation G.803. These include the path management processes and the interfacing requirements for interworking across administrative domain boundaries both within a single network operator's network and between networks operated by different network operators. The technical details to implement these requirements will be found in other Recommendations.
19.
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation G.967.3 – Protocol implementation conformance statements for interfaces at VB5 reference points (published in COM 13-R 64)

This Recommendation defines the Protocol Implementation Conformance Statements (PICS) for protocols across the VB5 reference point as a supporting tool to ensure the interoperability of Access Networks and Service Nodes connected via interfaces at the VB5 reference points. It covers both the Real‑Time Management Co-ordination (RTMC) protocol which applies to the VB5.1 and the VB5.2 reference point and the Broadband Bearer Connection Control (B‑BCC) protocol which exclusively applies to the VB5.2 reference point. To evaluate conformance of a particular implementation, it is necessary to have a statement of which capabilities and options have been implemented for a telecommunication specification. Such a statement is called a Protocol Implementation Conformance Statement (PICS).

20.
Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation I.356 – B-ISDN ATM layer cell transfer performance (published in COM 13-R 66)

This Recommendation defines parameters for quantifying the ATM cell transfer performance of a broadband ISDN connection. It includes adjusted parameter definitions that might be used when cells do not conform with the negotiated traffic contract. The Recommendation includes provisional performance objectives for cell transfer, some of which depend on the user’s selection of quality-of-service (QoS) class. The Recommendation includes the definitions for those QoS classes. Finally, each performance objective is allocated to the individual national portions involved in providing the international connection.

Annexes provide information about ATM adaptation layer performance, information about factors contributing to cell transfer delay and cell delay variation, information about performance measurement methods, and information about QoS preferences conveyed through signaling.

21.
Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation G.827 - Availability parameters and objectives for path elements of international constant bit-rate digital paths at or above the primary rate (published in COM 13-R 66)

This Recommendation defines network performance parameters, objectives and measurement methods for describing availability performance of international constant bit-rate digital paths at or above the primary rate. Performance objectives are specified for specific elements of the international path. Path elements are categorized according to their position in the path and their length. Guidance on determining expected end-to-end performance is provided in Annex A, and depends on the actual path topology. Measurement methods are also provided to enable estimation of path element performance using sampling techniques. 

22.
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation G.828 - Error performance parameters and objectives for international, constant bit rate synchronous digital paths 
(published in COM 13-R 66)

This Recommendation defines error performance parameters and objectives for international synchronous digital paths. While this Recommendation specifically addresses objectives for international digital paths, the allocation principles can be applied to the design of error performance for national or private synchronous digital paths. The objectives given are independent of the physical network supporting the path. This Recommendation is based upon a block-based measurement concept using error detection codes inherent to the path under test; the block repetition rate being in accordance with SDH technology. This simplifies in‑service measurements. The events, parameters and objectives are defined accordingly. In addition to path performance assessment, tandem connection monitoring is covered.

23.
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation G.829 - Error performance events for SDH Multiplex and regenerator sections (published in COM 13-R 66)

Recommendation G.829 defines error performance events and block structures for SDH multiplex and regenerator sections. SDH equipment functional blocks and SDH management are defined in Recommendations G.783 and G.784. Observing the definitions given in Recommendation G.829 shall ensure that error performance assessment on SDH multiplex and regenerator sections yields compatible results. Definition of events in this Recommendation is based on the same basic concept as in Recommendation G.828.

Performance monitoring of SDH sections is not mandatory. If implemented, the following specifications apply.

24.
Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation G.824 - The control of jitter and wander within digital networks which are based on the 1 544 kbit/s hierarchy (published in COM 13‑R 66)

This Recommendation specifies the maximum network limits of jitter and wander that shall not be exceeded at relevant transport or synchronization network interfaces and the minimum equipment tolerance to jitter and wander that shall be provided at any relevant synchronization or transport interface. 

The requirements for jitter and wander characteristics that are specified in this Recommendation must be adhered to  ensure interoperability of equipment produced by different manufacturers and satisfactory network performance.

25.
Draft revised ITU‑T Recommendation G.825 - The control of jitter and wander within digital networks which are based on the synchronous digital hierarchy (SDH) (published in COM 13-R 66)

This Recommendation specifies the maximum network limits of jitter and wander that shall not be exceeded and the minimum equipment tolerance to jitter and wander that shall be provided at any relevant transport or synchronization interfaces which are based on the Synchronous Digital Hierarchy (SDH).

The requirements for the jitter and wander characteristics that are specified in this Recommendation must be adhered to in order to ensure interoperability of equipment produced by different manufacturers and a satisfactory network performance.
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