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	Subject:

	Meeting of Study Group 15 with a view to approving 
three draft revised and three draft new Recommendations in accordance with the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, 
of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)

Geneva, 4 and 14 April 2000


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the request of the Chairperson of Study Group 15, Transport networks, systems and equipments, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 3 to 14 April 2000, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of three revised Recommendations and of three new Recommendations.

2
The summaries and locations of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendations and draft new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.

3
Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).

Available patent information can be accessed on-line via the ITU-T Website.

4
Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 21 March 2000 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 15 that these draft revised or new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendations.

5
If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 4 April 2000 to apply the approval procedure. In cases where contributions have been received proposing changes to the text of draft revised or new Recommendations (other than those of an editorial nature presented by the Rapporteur/Editor) their approval may take place at the closing Plenary on 14 April 2000.
I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).

6
The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 15 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 5/15.

7
Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.

8
After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Operational Bulletin.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 240)
Summaries and locations of the ITU-T Recommendations
for approval at the meeting of Study Group 15 (Geneva, 3-14 April 2000)

1.
Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation G.168 - Digital Network Echo Cancellers
(published in Report COM 15-162)

The revised G.168 covers the design and testing of digital network echo cancellers for use in circuits where the delay exceeds the limits specified by G.114 and G.131.  This revision improves the testing methodology and better defines the performance requirements.  Many of the tests have been updated and improved.  Annex D has been added on realistic echo-path models that is used in the testing of echo cancellers, and Appendix II has been added on the measurement methods for characteristics of echo paths
2.
Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation G.663 - Application related aspects of optical amplifier devices and subsystems
(published in Report COM 15-R 53)

This Recommendation covers application related aspects of OA devices and sub-systems, primarily used in digital systems. Applications include both single-channel and multi-channel systems used in point-to-point and point-to-multipoint configurations for use in long-distance networks and optical access networks. The purpose of this Recommendation is to identify which aspects should be considered for each application and to specify appropriate parameter values and ranges for each type of OA device.

3.
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation G.776.3 - ADPCM DCME Configuration Map Report
(published in Report COM 15-R 47)

This recommendation specifies the configuration report for G.763/G.766 DCME and the associated TMN parameters found in G.776.1. The report presents the local DCME configuration map and highlights those parameters affecting system and traffic interoperability. Standardized configuration reports greatly assist field personnel in the end-to-end provisioning and trouble-shooting of DCME systems.
4.
Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation G.971 - General features of optical fiber submarine cable systems
(published in Report COM 15-R 53)

This recommendation applies to optical fibre submarine cable systems. The purpose of this recommendation is to identify the main features of optical fibre submarine cable systems, and to provide generic information on relevant recommendations in the field of optical fibre submarine cable systems.

This recommendation was firstly issued in 1993 and revised in 1996. Amendments have been made taking into account the establishment of new recommendation (G.977). An updated version of a list of cable ships and submerged equipments, which was available in the Blue Book, Volume III, Supplement 11, is also included.

5.
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation G.977 - Characteristics of optically amplified optical submarine cable systems
(published in Report COM 15-R 53)

This Recommendation is concerned with the system performance and interface requirements of repeatered optical submarine systems using OFA as a line repeater. It covers the aspects related to Single Wavelength Systems (SWS) as well as Wavelength Division Multiplexing Systems (WDMS). The physical implementation of optically amplified fibre submarine systems is considered in Annex A.

6.
Draft new ITU-T Recommendation G.983.2 - ONT management and control interface specification for ATM PON
(published in Report COM 15-R 44)

In the ATM-PON system defined in G.983.1, the ONTs are located at the customer site. The ATM‑PON element management system will only manage ONTs as part of the ATM-PON system through the OLT using the ONT management and control interface. 

This Recommendation presents requirements for the ONT management and control interface. First, it specifies managed entities of a protocol-independent Management Information Base (MIB) that models the exchange of information between the OLT and ONT. Then, it covers the ONT management and control channel, protocol and detailed messages. 
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