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To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 3, Tariff and accounting principles including related telecommunications economic and policy issues, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 8-15 December 1998, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of three revised Recommendations.


2	The summaries and locations of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.


3	Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 17 November 1998 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 3 that these draft revised Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


�
	Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised Recommendations.


4	If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 15 December 1998 to apply the approval procedure.


I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).


5	The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 3 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 7/3, which will be published soon.


6	Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.


7	After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Notification.


Yours faithfully,


�Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau
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�
Annex�(to TSB Circular 135)


SUMMARY AND LOCATION OF DRAFT REVISED�RECOMMENDATIONS D.4, D.140 Annex B, and D.211


1	Draft revised Recommendation D.4


Special conditions applicable to the lease of international radio and television circuits for private use - see Report COM 3-R 12, Part II, section 2


This Recommendation details the provisions applicable to leased international sound and television programme circuits and associated control circuits for private service.


It is proposed to insert a new section 4 on the ordering of circuits and conditions of acceptance.  The wording of the new section 4 is the same as had been adopted in Recommendation D.180 (Occasional provision of circuits for international sound- and television programme transmissions).  The new section is added so that customers may apprise themselves of all the special national expenses to be paid before placing orders relating to the occasional use of circuits.


2	Draft revised Recommendation D.140, Annex B


Guidelines regarding the provision of information relating to accounting rates for the international automatic telephone service - see Report COM 3-R 12, Part II, section 1


Recommendation D.140 provides Administrations with guidelines to facilitate bilateral negotiations to set or revise accounting rates for the international telephone service.


The Recommendation comprises a main post containing five principles and four Annexes A, B, C and D.  Study Group 3 has decided to delete Appendix II of Annex B to Recommendation D.140 (second data collection method) in the interest of consistency and in order to simplify the work of the secretariat.


3	Draft revised Recommendation D.211


International accounting for the use of the signal transfer and/or signal relay point in ITU-T Signalling System No. 7 - see Report COM 3-R 13, Part II, section 1


This Recommendation describes several options for international accounting for the use of STPs in Signalling System No. 7.


It is proposed to add a new section 4 on unit for traffic volume accounting.  With this addition, STP/SPR providers may decide to establish their remuneration requirements either per message or based on a multiple of octets.
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