Resolution PLEN/5


SPECIAL MEASURES CONCERNING ALTERNATIVE CALLING PROCEDURES ON INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION NETWORKS


The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Minneapolis, 1998),


recognizing


a)	that each Member State has the sovereign right to prohibit or allow certain or all alternative calling procedures in order to avoid negative effects on their national telecommunications;


b)	the interests of the developing countries;


c)	the interests of consumers and users of telecommunication services,


recalling


a)	Resolution 21 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994), which:


–	urged Member States to cooperate among themselves to resolve difficulties in order to ensure that national laws and regulations of ITU Member States are respected;


–	instructed ITU-T to accelerate its studies with a view to developing appropriate solutions and recommendations;


b)	Resolution 1099 of Council-96, which:


–	endorsed the results of ITU-T studies calling for the suspension of call-back procedures which seriously degrade the quality and the performance of the public switched telephone network (PSTN), such as constant calling and answer suppression;


–	urged ITU-T to develop, as soon as possible, appropriate recommendations, in particular on call-back methods and practices which seriously degrade the quality and the performance of the PSTN;


c)	Resolution 29 of the World Telecommunication Standardization Conference (Geneva, 1996), which resolved that:


–	administrations and recognized operating agencies (ROA) should take all reasonable measures, within the constraints of their national law, to suspend alternative calling procedures which seriously degrade the quality and performance of the PSTN;


–	administrations and ROAs should take a cooperative and reasonable approach to respecting the national sovereignty of others;


–	further studies are required;


�
d)	Resolution 22 of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (Valletta, 1998), which resolved:


–	to encourage administrations and ROAs to enhance the effectiveness of ITU's role and to give effect to its recommendations in order to promote a new and more effective basis for the accounting regime which would help limit the negative effects of alternative calling procedures on developing countries;


–	to request ITU-D and ITU-T to collaborate so as to avoid any duplication of work, and achieve an outcome based on the spirit of Resolution 21 (Kyoto, 1994);


–	to request administrations and ROAs of countries which permit the use of alternative calling procedures to respect the decisions of other administrations and ROAs whose regulations do not permit such services,


conscious


a)	that, as of October 1998, 86 Member States had notified the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau that call-back is prohibited in their countries;


b)	that ITU-T Study Group 2 has concluded that certain alternative calling procedures such as constant calling (or bombardment or polling) and answer suppression seriously degrade the quality and the performance of the PSTN,


resolves to urge the Telecommunication Standardization Sector, in close communication with the Telecommunication Development Sector


1	to implement the resolutions cited under recalling;


2	to coordinate activities in order to avoid duplication,


urges Member States and Sector Members


to continue to cooperate among themselves on the effective application of those resolutions.





____________________





� FILENAME \p \* MERGEFORMAT �V:\ENG\SG\CONF-SG\PP98\FINACT\012e.ww7�	� savedate \@ dd.MM.yy �05.11.98�	� printdate \@ dd.MM.yy �06.11.98�


(79260)	- � PAGE �2� -











