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�
To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 6, Outside plant, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 5 to 9 October 1998, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of  six new Recommendations: L.32 to L.37.


2	The summaries of the draft new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1; the complete text is published in Report COM 6-R 3.


3	Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).


Available patent information can be accessed through TIES on the Internet (using either the World Wide Web or Gopher).


4	Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 23 September 1998 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 6 that these draft new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


�



Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft new Recommendations.


5	If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 9 October 1998 to apply the approval procedure.


I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union �(Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).


6	The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 6 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 3/6.


7	Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.


8	After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Notification.


Yours faithfully,


Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau
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ANNEX 1�(to TSB Circular 121)


Summaries�of Draft New Recommendations�L.32, L.33, L.34, L.35, L.36 and L.37


(Full text to be found in COM 6-R 3)


1	Recommendation L.32 - Protection devices for through cable penetrations of fire 				sector partitions


The Recommendation describes the protection of cables with fire stopping materials. Information is given on the classification and characteristics of the sealing materials. The Appendix contains examples of different application methods for these systems in fire sector barriers.


2	Recommendation L.33 - Periodic control of fire extinction devices in 						telecommunications buildings


The Recommendation considers the maintenance and control of fixed installations and portable extinguishers. It describes the procedures for inspection, maintenance and discharge test of the fixed installations for water, CO2 and Halon 1301, and of the portable extinguishers.


3.	Recommendation L.34 - Installation of optical fibre ground wire (OPGW) cable


The Recommendation refers to Optical Fibre Ground Wire Cable (OPGW) installation. It deals with the factors that should be considered in determining the characteristics of this type of cable, the apparatus that should be used, the precautions that should be taken in handling the reels and the method that should be used to string the cable and joint it.


4.	Recommendation L.35 - Installation of optical fibre cables in the access network


The Recommendation gives information about the methodologies recommended to install fibre optic cables in the access network. In particular, it gives guidance for installation in ducts, aerial installation and directly buried cables. The Appendix provides the experiences of nine countries on this matter.


5.	Recommendation L.36 - Single mode fibre optic connectors


This Recommendation describes the main features of fibre optic connectors, in terms of types, fields of application, configurations and technical aspects. Further, this Recommendation examines the optical, mechanical and environmental characteristics of fibre optic connectors, advising on general requirements and test methods.


While taking into account the ITU-T Recommendation G.671 as far as the transmission parameters are concerned, this Recommendation is based on the most recent work carried out within IEC 86B Working Groups 4, 6 and 7, namely the future IEC 1753-2-1 and the 61300-series.


�
6.	Recommendation L.37 - Fibre optic (non-wavelength selective) branching devices


This Recommendation describes the main features of fibre optic branching devices, in terms of types, field of application, configurations, principles of operation, and technical aspects. Further, this Recommendation examines the optical, mechanical and environmental characteristics of fibre optic branching devices, advising on general requirements and test methods.


While taking into account the ITU-T Recommendation G.671, as far as the transmission parameters are concerned, this Recommendation is based on the most recent work carried out within IEC 86B Working Groups 4, 6 and 7, namely the future IEC 1753-2-3 and the IEC 61300-series.
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