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To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 9 , Television and Sound Transmission, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 21 to 25 April 1997, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of 3 revised Recommendations and of 3 new Recommendations.


2	The summaries and locations of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendations and draft new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.


3	Any ITU Member State or Sector Member organization aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).


Available patent information can be accessed through TIES on the Internet (using either the World Wide Web or Gopher).


4	Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 9 April 1997 (7 working days before meeting) whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 9 that these draft revised or new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


	Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendation(s).


5	If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 22 April 1997 to apply the approval procedure.


I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).


6	The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 9 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 1/9.


7	Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.


8	After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Notification.


Yours faithfully,


Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau





�
ANNEX 1�(to TSB Circular 20)


Summaries and locations of ITU-T Recommendations for approval at the meeting of Study Group 9 (21-25 April 1997)





1	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation J.1 (text in COM 9-R 2)


TERMINOLOGY FOR NEW SERVICES 


Summary


The proposed additions to Recommendation J.1 represent enhancements to the Recommendation; they extend its content to cover an increasing range of terms related to state-of-the-art technology. 


They concern the following:


- terms and definitions related to bit rate reduction,


- terms and definitions related to the dynamic allocation of bit rate,


- terms and definitions to put some order in the use of the term "ancillary service",


- definition for "application-free" service and "presentation-free" service,


- definition for the acronym "CATV",


- definitions for "node" and "fiber node" in cable television,


- definitions for "content provider", "schedule provider", "capacity provider",


- definitions for "contribution", "primary distribution", "secondarydistribution",


- definitions for the colloquial terms "cablecasting", "webcasting", staggercasting.





2	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation J.83 (text in COM 9-R 2)


DIGITAL MULTI-PROGRAMME SYSTEMS FOR TELEVISION, SOUND AND DATA SERVICES FOR CABLE DISTRIBUTION


Summary


The proposed text is a modification to Annexes B and D of Recommendation J.83 [including the Amendment 1 approved at the WTSC-96 (that text in COM 9-R12 of 1993-1996 study period), but not yet published]. For Annex B, technically the modification only adds options to the interleaving capability. In this draft Amendment 2 version of Annex B, two distinct operating modes of interleaving capability are specified, called level 1 and  level 2. Level 1 is specified for 64-QAM transmission only and this mode already exists in the current version of Rec. J.83, Annex B. Level 2 encompasses 64-QAM and 256-QAM transmission, and will for both modulation schemes be capable of supporting variable interleaving.


For Annex D, technically the modification only adds options to the VSB modes. In the current version of Rec. J.83, Annex D a cable system concept based on 16-VSB modulation is specified. In that specification, 24 bits were identified which determine the VSB mode for the data in the frame. Two modes were defined, i.e. 16-VSB Cable and 8-VSB Terrestrial (trellis coded). In this draft Amendment 2 version of Annex D, three other VSB modes are defined, i.e. 2-VSB, 4-VSB and 8-VSB. 


In order to clearly highlight the extensions to these two Annexes, it was necessary to rewrite parts of the text which technically have not changed. Table 1/J.83 also needed to be updated to take account of the extensions as well as the abbreviations list of subclause 4.2. In addition, a new Appendix I containing a short bibliography has been added.


3	Draft revised ITU-T Recomendation J.84 (text in COM 9-R 2)


DISTRIBUTION OF DIGITAL MULTI-PROGRAMME SIGNALS FOR TELEVISION, SOUND, AND DATA SERVICES THROUGH SMATV NETWORKS


Summary


In order to take into account the proposed changes to Annex D of Recommendation J.83 in which three additional VSB modes were defined, i.e. 2-VSB, 4-VSB and 8-VSB (see §2 above) several references to these additional VSB modes needed to be made in Annex D of Recommendation J.84.


4	Draft new Recommendation J.90 (J.epg) (text in COM 9-R 2)


ELECTRONIC PROGRAMME GUIDES FOR DELIVERY BY DIGITAL CABLE TELEVISION AND SIMILAR METHODS


Summary


The present Recommendation specifies some requirements to be met when electronic programme guide (EPG) information is delivered to the home by digital cable television and other similar distribution methods.


Delivery of EPG information may be implemented through various operating scenarios; a typical one is described in Appendix I of the Recommendation by way of an example.


The importance of properly structured EPGs in which home viewers can readily navigate is becoming increasingly important with the expected large increase in the number of programmes offered to the home, that is made possible by digital television delivery systems that employ bit rate reduction. It is hoped that the present Recommendation will catalyse the development of an efficient structure for EPG information, conducive to user-friendly interactive navigation tools that will help viewers to find their way among EPG information. 


5	Draft new Recommendation J.92 (J.ppt) (text in COM 9-R 2)


RECOMMENDED OPERATING GUIDELINES FOR POINT-TO-POINT TRANSMISSION OF TELEVISION PROGRAMMES


Summary


This Recommendation provides guidelines to operate point-to-point television (TV) transmission using bit-rate reduction techniques and to avoid uncontrolled cascading.











6	Draft new Recommendation J.110 (text in COM 9-R 2)


BASIC PRINCIPLES FOR A WORLDWIDE COMMON FAMILY OF SYSTEMS FOR THE PROVISION OF INTERACTIVE TELEVISION SERVICES


Summary


This Recommendation, which has been produced in conjunction with the broadcasting study groups of the Radiocommunication Sector of the ITU, gives general guidance for the harmonious development of interactive television services. It covers the subject areas of interaction channels, interactive services and transport mechanisms.


____________





� PAGE  \* MERGEFORMAT �2�





(





Place des Nations	Telephone 	+41 22 730 51 11	Telex 421 000 uit ch	Internet:	itumail@itu.int


CH-1211 Geneva 20	Telefax	Gr3:	+41 22 733 72 56	Telegram ITU GENEVE	X.400 	S=itumail; P=itu


Switzerland		Gr4:	+41 22 730 65 00		A=400net; C=ch





- � PAGE �5� -

















