
Referencing ECMA publications

The publications by ECMA – 400 as of 1st January 2001 - are referred to as ECMA Standards and Technical Reports.  Several of the Standards are approved by ISO/IEC JTC 1 (about 150) and ETSI (about 80) in which case they are both ECMA Standards, ISO/IEC Standards and ETSI publications. Some of the Standards are recognized by the American National Standards Institute in the United States as well as by appropriate processes in other countries. The information that should be included in the ITU-T member contribution, following the format in Appendix I, includes items 1-10 below:

1
A clear description of the ECMA publication (identification number ECMA-nnn, ECMA TR/mmm,  date of approval, title).

2
Status of approval.

3
Justification for the specific reference (including why incorporation of the full text in the Recommendation is inappropriate).

4
Current information, if any, about Intellectual Property Rights. 
5
Other useful information describing the "quality" of the document (e.g. length of time it has existed, whether products have been implemented using it, whether conformance requirements are clear, whether the specification is readily and widely available).

6
The degree of stability or maturity of the documents; i.e. "Approved", since only approved documents are acceptable references.

7
Relationship of ECMA standards with other existing or emerging documents.

8
When a document is referenced in an ITU-T Recommendation, all explicit references within the reference document should also be listed.

9
Qualification of ECMA: ECMA was recognized under the provisions of ITU-T Recommendation A.5 on 21 December 2000. Qualifying information is on file with TSB.

10
Other (for any supplementary information).

11
ECMA Technical Reports are usually not normative and, therefore, can usually not be used for normative references.
12
The following link to the ECMA Web site refers to the ECMA Code of Conduct in Patent Matters:
http://www.ecma.ch/ecma1/MEMENTO/code.htm

The default situation when a company joins ECMA as an ECMA Member is that this company complies with the ECMA Code of Conduct in Patent Matters. Only in case an ECMA Member does not want to comply with the Code of Conduct, ECMA must be advised. Furthermore, ECMA Members are never expected to undertake a patent search as this would be too expensive and time consuming. Consequently, ECMA does not maintain a data base of known patents. 


The incidence of an ECMA Member not wishing to comply with the Code of Conduct in Patent Matters has been extremely rare since the establishment of ECMA in 1961.
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