INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION


Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau�
��
�
	Geneva, 29 September 1997





Ref:�
TSB Collective-letter 2/TAF





�
�
�
Tel:�Fax:�
+41 22 730 5989�+41 22 730 5853�
-	To the members of the Regional Tariff Group for Africa (TAF Group)�
�



Subject:�
Programme for the Regional Tariff Group for Africa�
�



Dear Sir,


1	The French-speaking Subgroup (TAF-F Group) of the Regional Tariff Group for Africa met at Dakar on 10 and 11 April 1997 following the seminar held by the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) on tariffs and the role of regulation in setting and controlling them.


As mentioned in TSB Collective-letter 1/TAF of 24 February 1997, TSB has investigated with BDT the possibility of organizing another seminar on tariffs in conjunction with the meeting of the English�speaking Subgroup (TAF-E Group), in September/October 1997. In spite of the efforts deployed it has not been possible, for various reasons, to organize a seminar and a meeting in 1997.


2	Under the circumstances, the Chairman of the TAF Group and TSB have had to review the schedule of TAF Group meetings. It is now being proposed to convene a full meeting of the TAF Group towards February 1998 in conjunction with a preparatory meeting of African countries for the second Policy Forum to be held in March 1998. The meeting of the TAF Group will probably be preceded by a seminar on tariffs for the English-speaking countries, which will not have been able to meet in 1997.


3	Experience has shown that a meeting produces appreciable results if a sufficient number of contributions are submitted by Member countries and if preparations are made in good time. Accordingly, I should be grateful if you would give close consideration to the report of the first meeting of the TAF-F Group (report GR TAF-R 1), which was issued in May 1997, and lose no time in submitting your proposals on the issues raised in the report. In particular, contributions are invited on the following subjects:


a)	adjustment of the parameters of the model developed by the TAS Group (Asia-Pacific) to the situation of the CTOA countries;


b)	adjustment or possible abandonment of Recommendations D.600 R et seq.;


c)	common strategy for negotiating accounting rates;


d)	alternative international accounting systems;


e)	rebalancing of national tariffs;


�






f)	protection against call-back;


g)	GMPCS-related tariff questions;


h)	simple international resale;


i)	telephone on Internet.


4	Administrations and recognized operating agencies of the African countries are further invited to reply before 31 December 1997 to the questionnaire annexed to this letter. The information supplied will be processed by TSB on a strictly confidential basis, and the results will be published as a contribution. The questionnaire is designed to throw more light on the tariff situation in the African countries and on the lines along which we should revise our Recommendations; it should also help to identify the steps to be taken by the African countries in the matter of reform of accounting rates.


5	The importance of this questionnaire for the continuation of the TAF Group's work cannot be overstressed. I therefore rely on your active cooperation in answering it as fully as possible and returning it to me before the deadline.


Information concerning the next meeting of the TAF Group will be sent to you as soon as all the related organizational details have been settled.


Yours faithfully,


Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau
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ANNEX


(to TSB Collective-letter 2/TAF)


Questionnaire on tariffs in Africa


Administrations are requested to contact ROAs and to provide the following information using the attached form (Appendices 1 and 2).


1)	The five African countries and the five non-African countries to which there is the most outgoing traffic.


2)	The accounting rate currently applied in each of the corresponding relations (in SDRs or gold francs).


3)	If the traffic is routed by the transit country, what is the transit share (in SDRs or gold francs).


4)	Incoming traffic for 1995 and 1996 with the corresponding relations (in minutes).


5)	Outgoing traffic for 1995 and 1996 with the corresponding relations (in minutes).


6)	The collection charge for three minutes of direct call converted into United States dollars (United States dollars/3 minutes). If there are different daytime charges, give the highest.


�
Appendix 1


(to TSB Collective-letter 2/TAF)


Please fill out this table and return it to:


Telecommunication Standardization Bureau�Place des Nations�CH-1211 Geneva 20�
Administration:�Name of official in charge:�Tel.�Fax.�
�
Reply to the questionnaire on collection charges and accounting rates


For 1995


With African countries�
Destination��(1)�
Accounting rate��(2)�
Transit share, if�relevant�(3)�
Incoming traffic��(4)�
Outgoing traffic��(5)�
Collection charge��(6)�
�
1�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
2�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
3�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
4�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
5�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
With non�African countries�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
1�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
2�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
3�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
4�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
5�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Appendix 2


(to TSB Collective-letter 2/TAF)


For 1996


With African countries�
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Accounting rate��(2)�
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