INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION


Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau�
��
�
	Geneva, 





Ref:�
TSB Collective-letter 3/TAF





�
�
�
Tel:�Fax:�
+41 22 730 5989�+41 22 730 5853�
-	To the members of the Regional Tariff Group for Africa (TAF Group)�
�



Subject:�
Meeting of the Regional Tariff Group for Africa (TAF Group), Harare (Zimbabwe), 18 (p.m.)�20 February 1998, and preparatory meeting for the second World Telecommunication Policy Forum, 21 February 1998�
�



Dear Sir,


1	As announced in TSB Collective-letter 2/TAF of 29 September 1997, the TAF Group decided to convene a full meeting some time in February 1998 in conjunction with a preparatory meeting of African countries for the second World Telecommunication Policy Forum to be held in March 1998.


2	ITU-T Study Group 3, which met in December 1997, included the schedule of TAF Group meetings in its programme. I should therefore like to inform you that the TAF Group is to meet, at the kind invitation of the Post and Telecommunication Corporation of Zimbabwe, from 18 (p.m.) to 20 February 1998. The meeting will be held in Harare, at the Courteney Hotel.


3	The TAF Group meeting will begin on 18 February 1998 at 1400 hours. Delegates' registration will take place at the meeting venue on the same day as from 1200 hours. The working languages of the meeting will be English and French.


4	The draft agenda of the TAF Group meeting, prepared in consultation with the Chairman of the Group, is set out in Annex 1 to this collective-letter. 


I draw your particular attention to the fact that Report GR TAF-R 1 will not be distributed at the meeting. You are therefore requested to bring that document with you to the Harare meeting.


5	Please read Annex 2 to this collective-letter carefully, as it contains practical information provided by the host organization, such as:


–	a meeting registration form;


–	hotel reservation details;


–	travel information;


–	document submission details, etc.


�
I draw your particular attention to the fact that you must inform the host organization directly of your intention to participate (with a copy to the TSB Secretariat) before 30 January 1998, using the registration form attached in Annex 2.


6	Furthermore, experience has shown that a meeting has meaningful debate and produces concrete results only if a sufficient number of documents are available to it, setting forth the views and proposals of administrations and recognized operating agencies on the issues studied. For the benefit of the meeting, therefore, it would be extremely useful for contributions to be prepared on the various agenda items. With this in mind, I should like to reiterate my appeal (see TSB Collective�letter 2/TAF of 29 September 1997) to all administrations and recognized operating agencies in the region to demonstrate their genuine interest in the TAF Group studies by preparing and submitting contributions, so that the Group may become a key forum for the consideration and debate of all international tariff matters of concern to the region.


7	Pursuant to the provisions of Recommendation A.1 of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996), contributions to the TAF Group meeting should be sent to the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB). Contributions that cannot reach the TSB by 19 January 1998 should be sent straight to PTC Zimbabwe, with a copy to the TSB. These delayed contributions should reach PTC Zimbabwe at least seven working days before the meeting. 


Address for delayed contributions:


Mrs. M. KALIYATI	Tel:	+263 4 728811�PTC	Fax:	+263 4 702499 or +263 4 700474�P.O. Box CY331	�Causeway�Harare�Zimbabwe


8	The TAF Group meeting will be preceded by a seminar on tariffs organized by BDT for English-speaking countries, which were unable to meet in 1997. (For details concerning this seminar, which is to be held in English only, from 16 to 18 (a.m.) February 1998, please refer to the letter of invitation, which will be dispatched shortly by BDT).


9	Immediately after the TAF Group meeting, on 21 February 1998 at the same venue, a preparatory meeting of African countries (English and French speaking) will be held for the second World Telecommunication Policy Forum. This meeting is being organized jointly by TSB and BDT, and an interpretation service will be provided in English and French.


Yours faithfully,





Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication �Standardization Bureau








Annexes: 2


�
ANNEX 1


(to TSB Collective-letter 3/TAF)


Draft agenda


1	Opening of the meeting


2	Adoption of the agenda


3	Appointment of the Vice-Chairmen of the TAF Group


4	Results of the ITU Council and progress report on the Policy Forum


5	Results of the meetings of Study Group 3


6	Activities of the TAF Group


7	Results of the survey on tariffs in Africa


8	Discussion on the implementation of Recommendation D.600 R


9	Tariff model for the TAF Group


10	New international accounting systems proposed


11	Tariffs and accounting for international roaming GMPCS terminal traffic


12	Study of the impact of accounting-rate reform for the African countries


13	Transitional arrangements for the implementation of tariff procedures based on Recommendation D.140


14	General tariff issues of interest to Africa (call-back, refile, Internet, etc.)


15	Structure of the TAF Group/Organization of work


16	Work programme and schedule


17	Other business





�
ANNEX 2


(to TSB Collective-letter 3/TAF)


General information for delegates to the Tariff Seminar �and the TAF Group meeting


1	Venue, date and times


Both the Tariff Seminar and the TAF Group meeting will take place at the same venue:


	Courteney Hotel�	Corner Selous Avenue/8th Street�	Harare


The dates and times are as follows:


–	Tariff Seminar (English speaking countries): 0900 hours on 16 February to 1200 hours on 18 February 1998.


–	TAF Group (English and French speaking countries): 1400 hours on 18 February to 1700 hours on 20 February 1998.


–	Preparation for WTDC-98: 0800 hours to 1600 hours on 21 February 1998.


2	Registration of delegates


Registration will be at the foyer of the Courteney Hotel on 16 February 1998 from 0830 hours to 0900 hours and on 18 February from 1200 hours to 1400 hours. A copy of the registration form is attached.


3	Accommodation


Delegates are free to choose at which hotel they want to stay. Delegates who choose to stay away from the conference venue will have to make their own transport arrangements. The following hotels are recommended:





Hotel�
Single room�
Double room�
Tel. No.�
Fax. No. �
�
Courteney


Bronte


Holiday Inn


Jameson


Monomotapa


Sheraton


Miekles�
$US 45.50


$US 62.50


$US 95.00


$US 63.25


$US 139.00


$US 175.00


$US 185.00�
$US 52.00


$US 70.00


$US 137.00


$US 77.00


$US 150.00


$US 185.00


$US 215.00�
+263 4 704400


+263 4 796631


+263 4 795611


+263 4 774106


+263 4 704501


+263 4 772633


+263 4 795655�
+263 4 708709


+263 4 721429


+263 4 735695


+263 4 774119


+263 4 791920


+263 4 774648


+263 4 707753�
�
The above rates are inclusive of all taxes and at the current exchange rate one US dollar is approximately equivalent to Z$17.50. Reservations can be made directly by delegates through the above telephone or fax numbers.


�
4	Arrival in Harare and transportation


Delegates will be met at Harare International Airport on arrival and transport will be provided to their respective hotels. Delegates who require this assistance will have to furnish us with their flight details and arrival times.


5	Entry requirements


Valid passports are required for entry into Zimbabwe. Certain nationals will also require entry visas. Delegates are therefore requested to contact the Zimbabwe Embassy or Consulate in their country to enquire about the need for entry visas. Delegates whose countries do not have Zimbabwean representatives should get in touch with the contact person for assistance as soon as possible. The contact person for all queries regarding the Seminar and the TAF Group meeting is:


Mrs. M. KALIYATI	Tel:	+263 4 728811�PTC	Fax:	+263 4 702499 or +263 4 700474�P.O. Box CY331	�Causeway�Harare�Zimbabwe


6	Miscellaneous


6.1	Currency


The Zimbabwean currency is the dollar. At the current exchange rate one US dollar is approximately equivalent to Z$17.50. There are denominations of $5, $10, $20, $50 and $100 notes. The coins in circulation are 1 cent, 5 cents, 10 cents, 20 cents, 50 cents, $1 and $2.


6.2	Mains electricity


Electricity of 220 volts is used in hotels and houses.


6.3	Climate


Generally in February the weather is sunny with occasional rain. The temperature is around 25° C.





�



Copy to:


ITU - TSB


Fax: +41 22 730 5853�
�
�ATTACHMENT�(to TSB Collective-letter 3/TAF)�
To be returned�before 30 January 1998�to the following address: �Mrs. M. KALIYATI, PTC�P.O. Box CY331�Causeway�Harare, Zimbabwe�Tel: +263 4 728811�Fax: +263 4 702499/700474�
�
Tariff Seminar/TAF Group Meeting (Harare, 16-21 February 1998)


Formule de participation  -  Registration Form 





Je participe aux séminaire/réunion suivants�
�
Seminar�
TAF�
FMPT/WTPF�
�
I shall participate in the following meetings�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
1.	M.  Mme  Mlle


	Mr.  Mrs.  Miss	________________________________________	___________________________________


							(nom / family name)		(prénom / first name)


2.�
Pays / Country�
�
________________________________________________________________�
�



3.�
�
Administration�
________________________________________________________________�
�



�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Exploitation reconnue�
�
�
�
�
Recognized operating agency�
___________________________________________________________�
�
�
�
�
�
�



�
�
Organisation régionale et/ou internationale�
�
�
�
�
Regional and/or international organization�
________________________________________________________�
�
�
�
�
�
�



4.�
Adresse officielle�
�
______________________________________________________________________________�
�
�
Official address�
�
�
�
�
�
�
______________________________________________________________________________�
�



�
TEL. (office)  __________________________�
�
FAX  _____________________________�
TX  _________________�
�



�
TEL. (private)  _________________________�
�
Email  _____________________________________________________�
�
�



5.	Adresse privée pendant la réunion	____________________________________


	Private address during the meeting		TEL.	_____________________





6.�
Je désire recevoir les documents en�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I wish to receive the documents in�
�
Français�
�
�
English�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
	Signature _________________________________		Date __________________________





Réservé au Secrétariat  / For Secretariat use only �
�



Franchise�
�
�
Section�
�
�
�



____________________
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Place des Nations�
Telephone	+41 22 730 51 11�
Telex 421 000 uit ch�
Internet:	itumail@itu.int�
�
CH-1211 Geneva 20�
Telefax	Gr3:	+41 22 733 72 56�
Telegram ITU GENEVE�
X.400 	S=itumail; P=itu�
�
Switzerland�
	Gr4:	+41 22 730 65 00�
�
	A=400net; C=ch�
�
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