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SUBJECT:
CONTRIBUTION TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATION D.50

________

As signals are routed on IP‑based packet-switched networks, in many developing countries telephone and fax traffic is now shifting more and more to the Internet.

In Burkina Faso and other developing countries, current tariff arrangements regarding fixed charges for international Internet services are as follows:

•
annual fixed charge for the two half portions of the leased international circuits linking the national node to the foreign Internet service provider (Télé globe in the case of Burkina Faso);

•
annual fixed charge paid for the assignment of IP addresses.

These arrangements have the following shortcomings:

•
developing countries receive no settlement for IP traffic;

•
developing countries bear a large part of the costs of Internet service tariff arrangements;

•
developing countries have to pay in order to exchange traffic with the key basic networks in the United States/Europe.

In reviewing the commercial arrangements for Internet service tariffs, we therefore suggest:

•
setting up gateways for session accounting, defining the beginning and end of communications;

•
defining methods for packet accounting (mechanisms to measure traffic, number of bits transferred or duration);

•
defining costs per packet sent or received;

•
establishing rules for dynamic billing based on the principle of bandwidth on demand (BOD);

•
establishing dynamic methods for sharing available resources (initiating party pays for traffic in both directions).

We would thus advise sending Recommendation D.50 back to ITU‑T Study Group 4 for validation of the technological feasibility of the rules suggested above. (cf. Contribution by the Republic of Korea to Study Group 3, Geneva, December 2001.)

Continued adherence to current commercial agreements is likely to widen the digital divide in the international market for Internet services between the countries of the North and those of the South. This tendency is already visible in the fact that the majority of inhabitants in developing countries have no access these services.

If the digital divide is to be bridged, bilateral commercial agreements concluded in the international market for Internet services will have to be redefined. This will in turn mean reducing the cost of international interconnection for Internet services.

_________________
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