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1
General

1.1
At its meeting in Niamey, Niger, the TAF Group unanimously recognized that gathering of data on tariff situation in the African countries was very useful to the future development of TAF Group studies.

1.2
The Collective letter 3/TAF containing the Questionnaire was sent out in February 2002. The Questionnaire was designed to throw more light on the tariff situation in the African countries and on the lines along which we should revise our recommendations; it should also help to identify the step to be taken by the African countries in the matter of reform of accounting rates.

1.3
Out of some forty countries invited to supply information, eighteen sent a positive reply. Among these, fourteen replies came from LDCs. Where replies received from administrations were not entirely clear, the TSB tried to contact the person responsible in order to obtain further details. However, due to shortage of time, this was not always possible and some replies remained incomplete.

1.4
The replies received have been treated as strictly confidential and the results were summarized in the table given in Appendix 1. The results must be considered with some caution as they are based only on the data of top five traffic relations.

2
Results

2.1
Relations between African countries

2.1.1
Out of 90 relations between African countries, 56 (62.2%) were direct relations and 34 (37.8%) transit relations.

2.1.2
Out of 90 relations, SKA system was used between 2 relations.

2.1.3
The average accounting rate applied in the TAF Group Region was 0.892 SDR in 2000 and 0.722 SDR in 2001 (average reduction of 19%).

2.1.4
In 2000, the highest and the lowest accounting rates applied between the African countries were respectively 3.92 SDR and 0.08 SDR. These values were respectively 3.92 SDR and 0.06 SDR for 2001.

2.1.5
The average transit rate was 0.301 SDR in 2000 and remains unchanged for 2001.

2.1.6
The average collection charge was 0.926 SDR in 2000, and 0.786 SDR in 2001 (reduction of 15.1%).

2.1.7
Among 90 relations, 21 (23.3%) have reduced their accounting rates.

2.2
Intercontinental relations

2.2.1
Out of 90 intercontinental relations, 72 (80%) were direct relations and 18 (20%) were transit relations.

2.2.2
The average accounting rate applied for intercontinental relations was 0.722 SDR in 2000 and 0.573 SDR in 2001 (20.6% of reduction).

2.2.3
The average transit rate was 0.288 SDR in 2000, and 0.279 in 2001.

2.2.4
The average collection charge for intercontinental relations was 1.579 SDR in 2000, and 1.377 SDR in 2001.

2.2.5
Among 90 relations, 46 relations (51.1%) have reduced their accounting rates.

2.3
Financial impact

2.3.1
The average incoming traffic of countries for top 10 traffic relations (5 in Africa and 5 intercontinental) were 30.7 million minutes in 2000 and 34.6 million minutes in 2001 (increase of 12.7%).

2.3.2
The average outgoing traffic was 14.7 million minutes in 2000 and 16.4 million minutes in 2001 (increase of 11.6%). 

2.3.3
As there is more incoming traffic than outgoing traffic, the international settlement of balance of accounts is positive for African countries (for top ten traffic relations, 5 in Africa and 5 intercontinental), 5.1 million SDR in 2000 and 4.55 million SDR in 2001.

2.3.4
The net average international revenue (the sum of net impayments and collection revenues for top ten traffic relations) decreased from 17.37 million SDR in 2000 to 15.29 million SDR 
(-11.9%) in 2001. However, this decrease is probably compensated by the revenue from domestic services (mobile, Internet).

3
Conclusions and remarks
3.1
The average accounting rate of 18 African countries was 0.788 SDR in 2000, and 0.735 SDR in 2001 (but only for top five traffic relations in Africa and five top intercontinental traffic relations). The comparison with the average accounting rates in the world can be found in Appendix 2.

3.2
We note that the accounting rates rapidly decrease of about 20% each year. However, the reduction of the average collection charges is slower, of about 14% each year.
3.3
The average teledensity of the18 countries is 0.932. Recommendation D.140, Annex E, indicates that countries having a teledensity lower than 1 should achieve at the end of 2001 the indicative target settlement rate of 0.327 SDR (equivalent to accounting rate 0.654 SDR).

The countries have achieved the target rates only as far as intercontinental relations are concerned.

3.4
Administrations should analyze more in depth the changes in the traffic pattern. In some relations, there is a drastic decrease of incoming traffic while in others there is a significant increase.
3.5
At least for top ten traffic relations, the reduction of accounting rates and of collection charges has slightly affected the net international revenue. There is a need to analyze in detail the impact of this decrease on international revenues.

Appendices: 2

APPENDIX 1

Summary results

	ADM
	Year
	Average Acc.rates/
coll.charges (TAF)
	Average Acc.rates/
coll.charges (non TAF)
	Av. Transit share
	Total incoming Traffic
	Total outgoing Traffic
	Settlement balance
	Net intern'l revenue

	A
	2000
	1.406
	2.963
	0.621
	2.815
	0.42
	2'111'148
	1'182'162
	387'820
	3'790'401

	
	2001
	0.680
	1.481
	0.505
	1.481
	0.42
	1'716'227
	970'958
	207'824
	1'646'280

	B
	2000
	1.944
	0.761
	0.409
	0.879
	 
	14'410'867
	4'758'546
	1'850'088
	5'812'703

	
	2001
	1.520
	0.761
	0.319
	0.879
	 
	29'582'644
	5'151'189
	9'377'454
	13'644'210

	C
	2000
	0.188
	0.420
	0.509
	0.519
	 
	20'771'089
	10'590'899
	989'765
	5'747'499

	
	2001
	0.160
	0.420
	0.349
	0.519
	 
	22'857'104
	11'193'603
	1'405'467
	6'426'989

	D
	2000
	1.272
	0.225
	0.612
	0.277
	 
	165'542'940
	41'331'133
	37'623'325
	48'882'704

	
	2001
	0.316
	0.275
	0.368
	0.358
	 
	159'832'766
	44'400'839
	21'219'123
	36'844'906

	E
	2000
	0.552
	1.261
	1.080
	2.794
	0.42
	5'680'034
	2'764'619
	1'637'946
	7'867'434

	
	2001
	0.552
	1.261
	1.080
	2.794
	0.42
	6'053'200
	3'024'719
	1'713'451
	8'740'938

	F
	2000
	0.766
	0.827
	0.560
	1.311
	0.09
	32'897'509
	15'372'474
	6'483'946
	20'793'863

	
	2001
	0.766
	0.827
	0.540
	1.311
	0.09
	24'311'396
	15'752'169
	3'033'901
	17'631'600

	G
	2000
	3.332
	2.105
	1.958
	3.132
	0.38
	4'445'274
	2'391'372
	2'242'612
	9'039'944

	
	2001
	3.332
	2.105
	1.958
	3.132
	0.38
	5'870'332
	3'123'392
	2'947'877
	11'958'067

	H
	2000
	0.270
	0.158
	0.556
	0.280
	 
	10'306'319
	8'900'988
	568'523
	2'493'012

	
	2001
	0.200
	0.100
	0.302
	0.200
	 
	21'570'060
	11'800'831
	1'392'990
	3'066'941

	I
	2000
	1.948
	0.962
	1.345
	0.664
	0.44
	79'245'873
	63'529'361
	10'610'911
	53'168'646

	
	2001
	1.120
	0.553
	0.546
	0.270
	0.44
	81'293'402
	66'477'034
	4'528'364
	22'861'375

	J
	2000
	0.200
	0.701
	0.446
	2.209
	0.32
	46'217'164
	9'943'695
	8'235'333
	23'262'258

	
	2001
	0.200
	0.701
	0.426
	1.974
	0.32
	60'362'789
	11'329'376
	9'695'411
	25'290'446

	K
	2000
	0.328
	0.521
	0.767
	1.144
	 
	35’291’598
	37’284’256
	703'762 
	34'473'174 

	
	2001
	0.214
	0.519
	0.532
	1.024
	 
	53’526’714
	53’526’714
	- 
	39'471'174 

	L
	2000
	0.200
	1.307
	0.518
	3.746
	0.05
	7’307’438
	3’595’295
	1’043’074
	9’308’865

	
	2001
	0.200
	1.306
	0.510
	3.746
	0.05
	10’413’295
	4’167’621
	1’635’655
	10’899’962



Average Acc.rates/


Average Acc.rates/

	coll.charges (non TAF)
	Av. Transit share
	Total incoming Traffic
	Total outgoing Traffic
	Settlement balance
	Net intern'l revenue

	M
	2000
	0.255
	0.610
	0.400
	1.548
	0.28
	20’809’259
	9’220’299
	2’077’379
	10’725’088

	
	2001
	0.204
	0.408
	0.400
	0.714
	0.22
	20’984’370
	10’716’252
	1’963’736
	8’146’616

	N
	2000
	0.289
	0.599
	0.600
	1.470
	0.05
	13’092’168
	8’030’027
	1’501’166
	9’940’159

	
	2001
	0.246
	0.690
	0.380
	1.645
	0.05
	15’438’975
	12’979’801
	532’173
	13’196’438

	O
	2000
	1.236
	1.333
	0.718
	2.370
	0.391
	11’493’684
	11’579’646
	72’454
	25’020’681

	
	2001
	0.870
	1.333
	0.508
	2.370
	0.391
	19’517’975
	6’694’533
	4’345’280
	18’402’704

	P
	2000
	1.078
	0.459
	0.788
	0.494
	0.43
	26’519’338
	13’766’175
	5’038’714
	11’738’309

	
	2001
	1.170
	0.348
	0.628
	0.405
	0.43
	15’822’954
	13’160’513
	687’955
	5’856’457

	Q
	2000
	0.694
	1.075
	0.732
	1.770
	0.22
	38’692’107
	9’282’823
	10’742’973
	24’312’766

	
	2001
	0.468
	0.695
	0.703
	0.948
	 
	59’639’847
	8’101’110
	17’183’302
	24’116’723

	R
	2000
	0.100
	0.370
	0.380
	1.007
	 
	11’872’286
	11’073’731
	3’659
	6’318’315

	
	2001
	0.100
	0.370
	0.265
	1.007
	 
	13’256’633
	12’131’039
	25’808
	7’123’342

	Average 
	2000
	0.892
	0.926
	0.722
	1.579
	0.291
	30'372'561
	14'699'861
	5'100'747
	17'371'990

	ADM
	2001
	0.684
	0.786
	0.573
	1.377
	0.292
	34'558'371
	16'372'316
	4'549'765
	15'295'843
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APPENDIX 2


Note:  World average for 2002 is an estimate.

_____________________







	* Contact: 
	TSB

	Tel:
+41 22 730 5989

Fax:
+41 22 730 5853

E-mail: 
saburo.tanaka@itu.int
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