INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION


Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau�
��
�
	Geneva,  5  September 1997





Ref:�
TSB Collective letter 1/TAL


�
-	To the members of the Regional Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (TAL Group)�
�



Tel:�Fax:�



+41 22 730 5989�+41 22 730 5853�
�
�



Subject:�
Meeting of the Regional Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (Jamaica, 8-10 October 1997)�
�



Dear Sir,


1	At the last Study Group 3 meeting, May 1997, Mr. L.T. Cerasoli (Brasil) has been nominated as Chairman of the Regional Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (TAL Group).  In order to accelerate the work of the TAL Group, Mr. Cerasoli has organized two preparatory meetings in Brasilia (16-17 July 1997) and in Ascunsion (31 July 1997) and announced that his Group is ready now to hold the official meeting in October 1997.


2	I am therefore pleased to inform you that the TAL Group is to meet from 8 to 10 october 1997 at the kind invitation of the Ministry of Public Utilities & Transport and Telecommunications of Jamaica Ltd.  The meeting will take place at Jamaica Pegasus Hotel in Kingston (Jamaica).  Please note that in spite of the short notice, I exceptionally accepted the holding of this meeting as most of the administrations of the Region have participated in the preparatory meetings.


3	The meeting will commence at 9:00 hours on 8 October 1997.  The registration of delegates will take place on the same morning at the meeting venue as from 8:00 hours.


4	In agreement with the Chairman of the TAL Group, the meeting will be conducted, in principle, in English and Spanish.


5	The draft agenda, as prepared by the Chairman of the TAL Group, may be found in Annex 1 hereto.


6	Would you please read carefully Annex 2 to this collective letter which contains practical information kindly provided by the host organization.


	In particular, I would point out that you should announce your participation directly to the host organization (with a copy to the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau) by not later than 30 September 1997, using the participation form attached to Annex 2.


7	Pursuant to the provisions of Recommendation A.1 of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996), delayed contributions for this meeting must be submitted at least seven working days before the meeting.


�






	Delayed contributions in English or in Spanish must be sent directly to Telecommunications of Jamaica at the address given hereunder, with a copy to the TSB.


Address for sending delayed contributions :


	Ms. Donna Thompson			Tel. +1 876 960 9879�	Regulatory and International			Fax. +1 876 968 9941�	Affairs Manager			�	Telecommunications of Jamaica Ltd.	�	47 Half Way Tree Road�	P.O. Box 21�	KINGSTON 5�	Jamaica





Yours faithfully,








Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau





















































�









Annex 1�(to TSB Collective letter 1/TAL)





DRAFT AGENDA





1.	Opening of the meeting��2.	Adoption of the agenda��3.	Terms of reference of the Regional Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean��4.	Working method of the TAL Group��5.	Results of the first meeting of Study Group 3��6.	Review of TAL Group activities��7.	Activities of the other Regional Tariff Groups��8.	Priority tasks for the TAL Group


8.1	Discussion on the reform of the accounting system in Latin America and the Caribbean 	Region


8.2	Consideration of possible cost models for adoption by the TAL Group


8.3	Discussion on revision of Recommendation D.400 R


8.4	Possible preparation of a questionnaire to ascertain the exact situation of Latin America 	and the 	Caribbean countries with regard to accounting rates


9.	General tariff issues of interest to Latin America and the Caribbean (call-back, refile, GMPCS, 	Internet, etc.)


10.	Work programme and schedule


11.	Other business














�



Annex 2�(to TSB Collective letter 1/TAL)





MEETING OF TARIFF GROUP FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN OCTOBER 8 - 10, 1997  -  KINGSTON, JAMAICA


	


Hosted By the Ministry of Public Utilities & Transport and Telecommunications of Jamaica Limited





Venue


	Jamaica Pegasus Hotel	Tel. : +1 876 926-3690-2�	81 Knutsford Boulevard	        : +1 876 926-3790�	Kingston 5				Fax. : +1 876 929-5855�


Travel Arrangements


Delegates are being advised to book their flights to arrive at the Norman Manley International Airport in the capital of Kingston. It is advised that a taxi be taken , at a cost of between J$600.00 - J$800.00  (approximately US$15 - US$20). On average, it will take one - half hour from the airport to the hotel.





Immigration


A  visa is required for the following countries:


Cuba							Nicaragua	�Dominican Republic			Colombia �Paraguay						El Salvador*�Panama						Guatemala		�Haiti							Honduras�Peru								Bolivia*


For the countries listed above, the Jamaican embassy / consulate requires the following documents and information, in order to issue the visa:


	- Passport�- Completed J1 Visa Form (Application fee of US$ 20 is charged)





NOTE 


1.	The Jamaican visa must be obtained prior to entry.


2.	Delegates traveling via the United States of America (U.S.A) may require a U.S. visa.


3.	* - Indicates countries without a Jamaican embassy or consulate.


4.	Delegates without a Jamaican embassy or consulate in their country must submit the following information by Friday, September 19, 1997, to the host contact:


�
	- Name of Person


	- Nationality


	- Country in which visa application is made


	- Intended duration of stay


Customs


All items imported into the island are dutiable. However, the Customs Officer will allow a reasonable amount of personal effects to enter duty free. No weapons, fresh fruit or fresh food items  will be allowed entry without permits from the Government of Jamaica. Drug importation is illegal.


Health Requirements


Compulsory vaccinations for Yellow Fever for persons coming from the following countries:


	Belize�Costa Rica�Guatemala�Guyana�Panama�Suriname�Trinidad & Tobago�Venezuela





NOTE


5.	If any delegate has had malaria s/he is to advise the host at the contact numbers stated below.





Climate


During the month of October, the days are usually bright and clear. On an average only nine (9) of the thirty - one (31) days in October produce showers. High Temperature: 31C / 88F ; Low Temperature: 23C / 73F.


Currency


The official currency in Jamaica is the Jamaican dollar. Foreign currency may be exchanged for Jamaican dollars at any bank or at licensed exchange bureaus in airports and hotels islandwide. Purchases of goods and services on the island, including hotels, restaurants, car rental agencies and duty-free shops, may be made in a currency recognized by the Jamaican government. Jamaican dollars may be reconverted to foreign currency at any bank or licensed exchange bureau upon presentation of a foreign exchange receipt at point of departure.


The official exchange rate tends to fluctuate. As at August 28, 1997, the exchange rate, for purchase of the following currencies is:


			US$ 1.00	=	JA$ 35.25 (Cash)


							=	JA$ 38.50 (Cheque)


			EC$ 1.00	=	JA$ 12.15 (Cash)	


							=	JA$ 12.79 (Cheque)


�



Credit Card


Major credit cards are accepted, i.e. Visa, American Express and Master Card.


Airport Tax


Departure Tax	 -		JA$500.00


Security Charge-  	US$5.00 (For persons traveling to other Caribbean Islands)


Registration


Registration will be from 0800 to 0900 on Wednesday, October 8, in the secretariat.


Secretariat


The secretariat is a support office and will be furnished with office equipment, telephones, a facsimile and a PC for the sending and receipt of e-mail. Word processing services will be offerred according to bookings. The secretariat will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The secretariat will be a central point of contact.


Telephone Calls


There will be no free international telephone calls. Pre-paid calling cards marketed by Telecommunications of Jamaica (TOJ) will be sold at the meeting. The cards will be sold in the denominations of JA$100, JA$300 and JA$500.Delegates will be able to access the telephones in the secretariat .


Flight Reservations


All request for reservation of or confirmation of flights are to be submitted to the secretariat.


Medical Assistance


First aid is available from the hotel of residence as well as from the hotel at which the meeting will be held. Should anyone become ill, the secretariat must be contacted immediately. An emergency number will be provided to participants, should there be any medical emergency after working hours.


Hotel


The recommended hotel for residence is the Jamaica Pegasus. Reservations are to be made directly with the hotel and a copy of the Reservation Form is to be sent to the contact named below. Please state that you are with the TAL group, when making the reservation, since this will entitle you to the special rate. The details of the hotel are:


Jamaica Pegasus Hotel****		 


81 Knutsford Boulevard	Tel:	+1 876 926-3690-2 			


Kingston 5.   						+1 876 926-3790			    	


Single: US$ 115				Fax:	+1 876 929-5855		


Double: As for single				


	








�
NOTE


6.	The quoted price for accomodation includes tax and service charge.


7.	The Jamaica Pegasus hotel provides data ports in their rooms. 


8.	* - indicates approximation to the standard that exist in the United States of America.





Electricity


110v is the standard throughout Jamaica.





Contacts


Mrs. Dana Williams �Snr. Regulatory & Int'l Affairs Officer�Telecommunications of Jamaica


Tel:	+1 876 936 - 2174 


Fax:	+1 876 968 - 9941





Mrs. Melesia Sutherland Campbell�Regulatory & Int'l Affairs Officer�Telecommunications of Jamaica


Tel:	+1 876 936 - 2881


Fax:	+1 876 968 - 9941





Mrs. Maria Sanchez�Bilingual Assistant�(English & Spanish)


Tel:	+1 876 936-2070


     	+1 876 936-2069


Fax: 	+1 876 968-9941








�






Attachment 1�(to Annex 2 to TSB Collective letter 1/TAL)





Please complete a separate form for each delegate and return by 30 September 1997 to :��	Ms. Dana Williams			tel. : +1 876 936 2174�	Telecommunications of Jamaica	fax. : +1 876 968 9941





PARTICIPATION FORM��TAL GROUP MEETING�(Jamaica, 8-10 October 1997)





1. Surname : ………………………………………  First name : ………………….���2. Title or position : …………………………………………………………………..���3.  Organization name : ………………………………………………………………….���4.  Country : ……………………………………………………………………………..���5.  Business address : ……………………………………………………………………..��………………………………………………………………………………………………..��……………………………………………………………………………………………………��………………………………………………………………………………………………………��	Telephone number : ……………………….


	Facsimile number : …………………………��





____________________





- �PAGE�4� -





- �PAGE�5� -





Place des Nations�
Telephone	+41 22 730 51 11�
Telex 421 000 uit ch�
Internet:	itumail@itu.int�
�
CH-1211 Geneva 20�
Telefax	Gr3:	+41 22 733 72 56�
Telegram ITU GENEVE�
X.400 	S=itumail; P=itu�
�
Switzerland�
	Gr4:	+41 22 730 65 00�
�
	A=400net; C=ch�
�












