Response from New Zealand to TSO Circular 160

Name of your Administration:  Ministry of Economic Development, New Zealand

ccTLD code: .nz

Country:  New Zealand

Contact person:  Frank March

Tel.: 644 474 2908   Fax.:  644 4742659

Email: 
frank.march@med.govt.nz
I
GOVERNMENT-CCTLD ISSUES: 

A. Government involvement in the domain

1) How does government involvement or non-involvement manifest itself in your country’s ccTLD?

The NZ Government does not have a direct involvement in the management of the .nz domain.  

The Government acknowledges that management of the .nz registry is delegated to the Internet Society of New Zealand (formerly ISOCNZ, now InternetNZ), a non-profit incorporated body with a membership open to any person and a constitution which meets the requirements of the Registrar of Incorporated Societies.

2) Are there any plans to change the situation?
No

3) What is the status of government-ccTLD relations? 

There is no legislation relating directly or specifically to the New Zealand ccTLD.  Normal consumer protection, privacy and competition law etc applies.

The Government has no plans to change this at present.

Within the constraints of the New Zealand legal and regulatory structure, the ccTLD manager is solely responsible for determining policies relating to management of the .nz domain.

4) Are there any plans to change the situation?
No

5) Which government agencies are responsible for government-ccTLD relations?
The Ministry of Economic Development which incorporates the functions of Telecommunications Policy and Information Technology Policy

6) Are there any plans to change the situation? 

No

B. Internet Governance Participation

1) Does the government send a representative to or otherwise participate in meetings of the Government Advisory Committee (GAC) of the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (GAC)?

Yes

2) Does the government or ccTLD send a representative to or otherwise participate in ICANN meetings?

Yes

3) I  Please indicate whether there are contracts between the government and ICANN and/or the ccTLD and ICANN:

There are no contracts between ICANN and the NZ Government or the .nz ccTLD manager

II & III Not applicable.

II
CCTLD STRUCTURE & POLICIES:

A. General

1) What kind of structure best defines the ccTLD?
InternetNZ is an incorporated non-profit society with an open membership.

2) How does your country’s ccTLD meet its operating costs?
InternetNZ owns a commercial company which operates the .nz Registry (New Zealand Registry Services), which charges fees to Registrars on a per-name basis.  

B. Board composition

If your ccTLD has a board of directors or advisors, please give details about the following:

1) What is the size of the board?
InternetNZ has a Council elected from its membership, currently of 14 members.  The registry company has a separate Board of five Directors and policy oversight for the ccTLD is delegated by the Council of InternetNZ to a subcommittee (the .nz Oversight Committee ) with eight members.  There is some overlap in the membership of the Council and the .nz Oversight Committee.

2) Is there public participation in the nomination or voting process for board members?
The Council and office holders are elected by the membership though an Annual General Meeting.  The .nz Oversight Committee and the Board of the registry company are appointed by the Council.

3) If there is government involvement on the board, what role does it play?

There is no official or ex-officio Government representation on any of the governance groups in InternetNZ, however there are Government officials who are members of InternetNZ and take a close interest in its work in a private capacity.  Two Government officials are included, in a private capacity, on the .nz Oversight Committee (including the ICANN/GAC representative).

C. General ccTLD policy

1) Please rate the following objectives of your ccTLD from 1 to 9, where most important is 1 and least important is 9.   

7
Registration size of the TLD

6
Low cost of registration

4
Ease of registration

5
Efficiency of domain name system in your country

3
The local Internet community’s cooperation in the ccTLD management

1
Preservation of the public interest in the domain name system (*)

8
Align with the government’s general telecommunication policy or other policies

9
Protection of intellectual property rights

2
Transparency and accountability in ccTLD management

* ‘Public interest’ being taken as pertaining to the availability and good operation of the .nz Registry, as well as taking account of the needs and wishes of the local Internet community (which includes the Government).

2) Has the board/executive had any consultations in the past three years about the future policy direction or structure of the ccTLD?

Yes, see http://www.internetnz.net.nz/input-index.html and links therefrom

Current

PRIVATE


PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=About InternetNZ"
New Second Level Domain Applications (http://www.internetnz.net.nz/dns/2nd-level-domains/2ld00overview.html)

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=About InternetNZ"
Domain name disputes resolution - Public Consultation (http://www.internetnz.net.nz/public/working-group-reports/wg-domain-name-dispute-resolution/)

Recently Completed 

PRIVATE


PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=About InternetNZ"
Shared Registry System (SRS) Implementation  (http://www.internetnz.net.nz/public/committee-reports/ctte-srs-implementation)

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=About InternetNZ"
InternetNZ Constitution Review - InternetNZ Membership Consultation (http://www.internetnz.net.nz/public/working-group-reports/wg-constitution-review/crwg010122report.html)

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=About InternetNZ"
Review of the Registry / Registrar Structure for the .nz ccTLD (http://www.internetnz.net.nz/public/working-group-reports/wg-domainz-model-review/ )




3) Are the ccTLD’s goals and objectives consistent with your country’s telecommunication policy?

This country’s telecommunications policy does not make any specific mention of .nz.   A general statement, albeit somewhat dated can be found at http://www.med.govt.nz/pbt/infotech/internet/index.html
(Note that Domainz is no longer the sole Registrar and there are now no restrictions at all on the choice of names, including offensive names, except for the moderated second level domains, of which there are four: .govt.nz, .mil.nz, .cri.nz and .iwi.nz.)

4) Does your ccTLD actively pursue the public interest in the domain name system in your country?

Yes, see details of InternetNZ constitution (objectives), activities and general operations at http://www.internetnz.net.nz and links therefrom

D. Policy making approach

How does/has your ccTLD formulate its policies? 

InternetNZ formulates policies through a process of open public consultation.  The policy development policy is outlined at http://www.dnc.org.nz/content//nz_policy_setting_policy_process.pdf
1) Who supervises and/or approves the policies (apart from general supervision by anti-trust authorities)? 

InternetNZ itself, and is responsible ultimately to its own (open) membership.

E. WHOIS policy

Has your country’s ccTLD established a WHOIS policy that addresses public access to registrant information? 

Yes.  The WHOIS Policy may be found at http://dnc.org.nz/content/whois.pdf 

F. Dispute Resolution Policy

1) Has your country’s ccTLD implemented a domain name dispute resolution policy?
No.  

A public consultation is currently underway on this issue.. see http://www.internetnz.net.nz/public/working-group-reports/wg-domain-name-dispute-resolution/ 

G. Internationalized Domain Names (IDN) policy

Does your country’s ccTLD have a policy on IDN? 
The current policy allows for the use of only the standard character set as specified in RFC 1035.  The policy is under open review at present and will be modified to allow for the use of macrons to accommodate the Maori language (te Reo Maori) vowels when this becomes technically feasible. 
III
Commercial issues:

1) Does your country’s ccTLD have local presence requirements or restrictions for registration? 

No
2 ) Does your country’s ccTLD have other restrictions on registration? 
No restrictions except for moderated domains - see

http://www.dnc.org.nz/story/30043-35-1.html 
3 ) What registrar model does your country’s ccTLD employ?
· The ccTLD operates a competitive and open reseller model with multiple authorised registrars

4)What is the price for ccTLD domain registration in your country?  

The basic cost of a name registration at the Registry is NZ$24.00 pa (NZ$2.00 per month).  Accredited Registrars establish their own retail costs, ranging between NZ$31.00 and NZ$189 pa.

1) Are there different registration prices for non-residents?
No

2) Who supervises and/or approves the prices for ccTLD domain registration in your country (apart from general supervision by anti-trust authorities)?
· ccTLD itself (no external supervision apart from anti-trust authorities)

3) How fast is your country’s ccTLD registration process? [Please indicate the situation(s) which best describe(s) your ccTLD and provide details] 

· We provide immediate online registration

IV
ccTLD Background:

1) Please provide any additional documentation, url references, or other information that is relevant to the ccTLD in your country.  We would in particular appreciate any available information on the historical development of your ccTLD.

Full information relating to the management and policy formulation for .nz may be found at 

http://www.dnc.org.nz/content//management_nz_ccTLD.pdf 

Other information including background and history is available at the InternetNZ site at http://www.internetnz.net.nz 
