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Your Excellency, Mr. Kim, Assistant Minister of MIC,

Dr. Chu-Hwan Yim, Secretary General of TTA,

Mr. H. Bertine, Co-Chairman of ITU-T SG 17,
Dr. Ohno, Co-ordinator,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning!

It is an honor and a pleasure for me to be here with you this morning for the opening of the ITU-T workshop on Security. I am grateful for the presence of Mr. Kim, Assistant Minister of MIC, and Dr. Yim, Secretary General of TTA. 
I am very pleased to see some of my friends and delegates. Welcome.

This is my third visit to Seoul. I came to Seoul the first time in October 1994 to manage the then ITU-T Study Group 7 meeting, which was kindly invited by Korea. Dr. Young, current Minister of MIC, addressed to the opening session of that meeting, followed by an official address of Mr. Youn, then Minister of MIC. Dr. Yim, then Vice-Chair of SG 7, provided excellent supports to the meeting. Mr. Bertine, then Chair of SG 7, managed the meeting. I worked as TSB Counselor to assist the meeting. Ms. Eun-ju Kim, then the Special Advisor to the Minister, also assisted the SG 7 meeting. She is with us today in her new role of ITU staff based in the ITU Asia and Pacific Regional office. It was a very successful meeting. I was deeply impressed by the efficiency of our Korean host. My second visit was made in June 1999, shortly after I took over the responsibility of Director of TSB. I delivered a speech to SSIT-99 to share with our Korean experts on the new situation of ITU-T and my vision for the future. I am very pleased to come back now for this workshop. Despite many changes and some serious problems in IT field in the recent years, I am very glad to see many of my Korean friends who do not only manage to stay with us today, but be promoted to various key positions in Korea, thanks to the remarkable achievement of the Korean IT development and to their contributions to the success. I would wish everybody be luck like them. Having expressed my personal feelings of my pleasure to my friends, now, I sincerely thank the Korean Administration for their kind agreement and support for hosting this workshop. 

With the rapid growth of the Internet and mobile telecommunication, and with the worldwide trend of liberalization, globalization and the convergence of technology and services, standardization plays a more and more important role in making telecommunication accessible to all, thus fostering development and growth in all domains. The main functions of ITU-T are to study technical, operational and tariff questions and to adopt recommendations on them with a view to standardizing telecommunications on a worldwide basis. Among many areas of its study, the IP-related issues, mobile technologies and tariff and accounting issues are topics of high priority for ITU-T. The others include optical fiber transmission technologies, local access technologies, multimedia, TMN, signaling, numbering and addressing, global interconnectivity and interoperability, etc. ITU-T puts the security high on its agenda as well. Several Study Groups carry out the study on security in ITU-T. Study Group 17 is identified as a leading Study Group on security. Some ITU-T Recommendations for security are available.

With our increasing dependence on computer networks, the importance of network security cannot be overemphasized. We are in a crucial phase and are required to review all of our technical and societal systems from the aspect of security. Security standards have become a critical component of our telecommunication and information systems. To join the world efforts addressing security, ITU-T would contribute by providing to the public its technical knowledge and its perception on security. Based on this, the technical workshop will focus on the following security topics: cyber attack defense, biometric authentication, mobile security technologies, and information security management.

The speakers are all well-known experts in their competent fields. I am deeply impressed by their in-depth knowledge that they will share with us. However, it will be a great error if we do not profit from their presence at this meeting. I am eager to hear their opinions on the subjects to which ITU can add its value, and to hear their proposals on how ITU can carry out its tasks more efficiently.

Ladies and gentlemen, allow me to say a few words about the latest situation of the ITU-T. Since its last Assembly WTSA-2000, the ITU-T has been more active than ever: the AAP (Alternative Approval Procedure) process was officially launched at the end of January 2001. By the end of 2001, about 190 technical Recommendations were approved by AAP, with more than 60% were approved in less than two months after a Study Group identified the texts as mature. ITU-T organized several Study Group meetings and workshops in different regions of the world. From January 2001, the ITU has provided, on a trial basis, free online access of its productions, including the ITU Recommendations, to its Members and to the general public. Statistics shows that about 60,000 web accesses to the ITU products, 80% were freely used. I am pleased to find a fact that around 18 % of the accesses were from the students and researchers. ITU-T started to accept a new membership of “Associate” in 2001, with a result of more than 30 were registered by March 2002. We are also pleased with an increasing participation of experts from developing countries. In 2001 alone, around 24 % of total number of delegates who attended the ITU-T meeting in Geneva were from developing countries.

I trust that the ITU-T/ITU has been and still is the best place, or to be modest, one of the best places for developing global telecom standards. 

Mr. Kim,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before I conclude my speech, I would like to express my thanks to the Korean host again. My thanks will go to the speakers, to the workshop organizers and session chairs, particularly to Dr. Hiroyuki Ohno, workshop coordinator and the Rapporteur for security in Study Group 17, for their valuable support and preparations for this workshop. I would also like to thank the ITU Regional Office for assisting the ITU-T in organizing this workshop. Finally, I would also like to express my appreciation to the participants for your efforts to join us and for your advice that will help us. I would be very pleased to receive your comments on this workshop.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I hope you will find this workshop useful. 

I wish you a successful meeting.

Thank you for your attention.
