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	Subject:
	Appointment of Chairpersons and Vice-Chairpersons of ITU-T Study Groups and the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG)


Dear Sir/Madam,

According to No. 242 of the Convention (Minneapolis, 1998) the “World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly … shall appoint the Chairman and one Vice-Chairman or more for each Study Group”.  Clause 1.3.3.7 of Resolution No. 1 of WTSC-96 (Geneva, 1996) further specifies that “after considering the proposals made by the Heads of Delegation, the WTSC shall appoint the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the Study Groups and the TSAG”.  Clause 3.1.2 of Resolution No.1 further indicates that “Appointment of Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen shall be primarily based upon proven competence both in technical content of the Study Group concerned, and the management skills required.  Other considerations, including incumbency, shall be secondary”.

In the past, the consultation for appointment of Chairpersons and Vice-Chairpersons of ITU-T Study Groups and TSAG, was made between the Director and the partners concerned.  Taking into account the request for transparency by the ITU-T members, I take the initiative to invite your Administration/Organization to provide to the TSB your candidatures.  Therefore, should your Administration/Organization like to propose a candidate for a post of Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson of the ITU-T Study Group and/or the TSAG or support a currently serving Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson, I would very much appreciate your sending me, preferably before 31 August 2000, the name(s) and a biographical profile highlighting the qualifications of the individual concerned.

I plan to contact, during the first half of September 2000, those Administrations/Organizations who have submitted their candidates in order to work out a provisional list for the consideration of the meeting of the Heads of Delegations scheduled to take place on 26 September 2000.

Annex 1 gives information on the proposed ITU-T Study Groups and TSAG, which was agreed by the last TSAG meeting (Geneva, 7-14 June 2000).

In this connection, I would like to bring to your attention the fact that the last TSAG meeting endorsed a proposal to establish a group on “IMT-2000 and beyond” (Terms of Reference for this group as agreed by the TSAG is also included in Annex 1, for information).  However, whether this group is to be considered as a new Study Group or  “project group” will be decided by the WTSA.  Please also note that the proposed structure as shown in Annex 1 might be changed by the WTSA-2000, if it so wishes.

It should be noted that the number of individuals to be appointed as Vice-Chairpersons of a Study Group or of the TSAG would depend on relevant decisions taken by the Assembly.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1

Proposed General Areas of Study of ITU-T Study Groups

Study Group 2

Operational aspects of service provision, networks and performance

Responsible for studies relating to: 

· Principles of service provision, definition and operational requirements of service emulation

· Numbering, naming, addressing requirements and resource assignment including criteria and procedures for reservation and assignment. 

· Routing and interworking requirements

· Human factors

· Operational aspects of networks and associated performance requirements including network traffic management, quality of service (traffic engineering, operational performance and service measurements).

· End-to-end transmission performance of networks and terminals in relation with perceived quality.

· Operational aspects of interworking between traditional telecommunication networks and evolving networks

· Evaluation of feedback from operators, manufacturing companies and users on different aspects of network operation

Study Group 3

Tariff and accounting principles including related telecommunications economic and policy issues
Responsible for studies relating to tariff and accounting principles for international telecommunication services and study of related telecommunication economic and policy issues. To this end, Study Group 3 shall in particular foster collaboration among its Members with a view to the establishment of rates at levels as low as possible consistent with an efficient service and taking into account the necessity for maintaining independent financial administration of telecommunication on a sound basis.”

Study Group 4

Telecommunication management, including TMN

Responsible for studies regarding the management of telecommunication services, networks, and equipment using the telecommunications management network (TMN) framework. Additionally responsible for other telecommunication management studies relating to designations, transport-related operations procedures, and test and measurement techniques and instrumentation.

Study Group 5 – Protection against electromagnetic environment effects

Responsible for studies relating to protection of telecommunication networks and equipment from interference and lightning.

It is also responsible for studies related to electromagnetic compatibility (EMC), to safety and to health effects connected with electromagnetic fields produced by telecommunication installations and devices, including cellular phones.

Study Group 6 – Outside plant

Responsible for studies relating to outside plant such as the construction, installation, jointing, terminating, protection from corrosion and others forms of damage from environment impact, except electromagnetic processes, of all types of cable for public telecommunications and associated structures.

Study Group 7  

Data networks and open system communications

Responsible for studies relating to data communication networks, and for studies relating to the application of open system communications including networking, directory and security.

Study Group 9 

Integrated Broadband Cable and Television Transmission Networks

Responsible for studies relating to:

· use of cable and hybrid networks, primarily designed for television and sound programme delivery to the home, as integrated broadband networks to also carry voice or other time critical services, video on demand, interactive services, etc.;

· use of telecommunication systems for contribution, primary distribution and secondary distribution of television, sound programmes and similar data services.

Study Group 10 

Languages and general software aspects for telecommunication systems

Responsible for technical languages, the methods for their usage and other issues related to the software aspects of telecommunication systems.

Study Group 11 

Signalling requirements and protocols

Responsible for studies relating to signalling requirements and protocols for Internet Protocol (IP) related functions, (some) mobility related functions, multimedia functions and enhancements to existing Recommendations on access and internetwork signalling protocols of ATM, N-ISDN and PSTN.

Study Group 13 

Multi-Protocol and IP-based Networks and their Internetworking

Responsible for studies relating to internetworking of heterogeneous networks encompassing multiple domains, multiple protocols and innovative technologies with a goal to deliver high-quality, reliable networking. Specific aspects are architecture, interworking and adaptation, end-to-end considerations, routing and requirements for transport.

Study Group 15

Optical and other transport networks
Study Group 15 is the focal point in ITU-T for studies on optical and other transport networks, systems and equipment.  This encompasses the development of transmission layer related standards for the access, metropolitan and long haul sections of communication networks. 

Study Group 16

Multimedia services, systems and terminals

Responsible for studies relating to multimedia service definition and multimedia systems, including the associated terminals, modems, protocols and signal processing.

Note:

The terms of reference for the group on “IMT-2000 and beyond” were agreed to by TSAG.  This group is responsible for:

· developing a roadmap for ITU-T activities on IMT-2000  systems and beyond, to ensure that this work is progressed effectively and efficiently with organizations external to the ITU and internally with the ITU-R;

· providing a migration path regarding network aspects and mobility from existing
IMT-2000 systems towards systems beyond IMT-2000;

· providing an overview on network aspects and mobility of existing IMT-2000 systems specified by external organizations (e.g. Standards Development Organizations (SDOs), Partnership Projects (PPs) and IETF);  and

· providing interworking functions if needed and if not provided by other organizations, to allow for global mobility between existing IMT-2000 systems specified by external organizations.

	Place des Nations
	Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
	Telex 421 000 uit ch
	Internet: 
itumail@itu.int

	CH-1211 Geneva 20
	Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
	Telegram ITU GENEVE
	X.400 
S=itumail; P=itu

	Switzerland
	
Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00
	
	
A=400net; C=ch



