Content and Themes for the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)

Statement by Denmark on behalf of the European Union

Mr. Chairman, I have the honour to take the floor on behalf on the European Union.

The Central and Eastern European countries associated with the European Union - Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia - and the Associated Countries Cyprus, Malta and Turkey expressed their wish to align themselves with this statement. 

The European Union believes it is essential that the Summit adopts a political declaration, which supports and launches a strategic plan of action for a concerted effort to extend the benefits of the information society to all through coordinated action by governments, NGOs, the business sector, civil society, and other stakeholders. 

The success or failure of the Summit will be judged by the tangible benefits that it can deliver.  This delivery is dependent upon implementation by a broad range of stakeholders. We will build on this using the valuable experiences from the Bamako conference and the G8 DotForce.  The engagement of the various stakeholders in both the preparatory process as well as the Summit is key to that success. In that regard, we welcome the agreement on rules of procedure, which supports this and marks an important step in our proceedings. 

An important outcome of the first PrepCom to WSIS will be the definition of themes and ways in which the cooperation of governments, civil society, and the private sector can unfold.  As drawn up in the EU paper on the preparatory process “Reflections of the European Union” we suggest two parallel courses of action: A regional preparatory mechanism, led by regional initiatives and states, and a “Networked Series of Events”, utilizing the advantage of the new technologies. It makes sense especially for this Summit on the Information Society to make use of the Internet, videoconferences, e-mail discussion foras, and other tools offered by the new technologies, which are the core instruments of the Summit themes.

An additional important outcome of the Summit and the preparatory process will be the agreement on a common understanding of the information society and a global deal on access to knowledge.  From there it will be possible to progress towards consensus on a few key topics, underlining that an enabling environment is needed, in particular transparent regulatory frameworks, pro-competitive policy, and commitments for effective market opening.

As pointed out in our opening statement on behalf on EU we have focused our efforts in three clusters on e-government, e-learning and e-inclusion. These themes are open for discussion and an exchange of views. Our objective is to reach a balanced approach that deals as much with bridging the digital divide as with other key questions for the development of a common vision of the information society. Together we wish to define the content of our future work that not only rise questions on governance such as government on-line, security, data protection, consumer confidence but also all the aspects linked to infrastructures and to access as well as services and application, in particular in the fields of education and health.

E-inclusion is about access and participation for all, irrespective of your gender or economic status as well as use of ICT in daily life, work, and e-health. People themselves know what they need to improve their lives; therefore the initiatives to provide inclusion should be based on communication with the society they address. An adequate content and optimised utilisation should be secured through a dialogue with the users.   Through our dialogue we have a great opportunity to ensure that the lessons of the ongoing learning process are dispersed worldwide in order to avoid mistakes – or to be inspired by success. “Lessons learned” from every stakeholder can contribute to leapfrog and save valuable time and funding.  The Summit should be an ideal place for exchange of information on the results of a wide range of ICT-projects.

E-learning is a cluster around access to knowledge, which addresses numerous access issues such as local content, multi-lingual and cultural diversity and intellectual property rights. The access to knowledge is an essential tool in economic, cultural and social development. With the digital technologies we have a tool for development, which has never been seen before.  When applied correctly, women and men, girls and boys outside the reach of the educational system can now be offered education and information tailored to their need and culture. Education combats poverty, therefore e-learning is one of the most important issues in the bridging of the knowledge and digital divide.

E-government is a cluster around governance.  How can the governments and citizens of the world utilize the information technologies to secure transparent governments, access community information, improve participation, and diminish bureaucracy? E-government has the potential to become a tool for the population, the private sector and public administration.  Community management might be simplified, more efficient and lead to better use of government funds.  Access to the vast amount of information can prove of immense importance to the individual citizen and our societies in general.  Human rights and cyber security in the future information society have to be discussed in the light of these prospects.

Real ownership of the WSIS process by all stakeholders needs to be developed during the coming phase in the run up to the next PrepCom. Each stakeholder has something to offer, be it experiences, funds, ideas, knowledge, or cultural input.  

Let us all contribute to make this process as fruitful, concrete, realistic, and result oriented as possible.

Thank you very much.

__________________________

