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Mr. President, 

Distinguished representatives from the governments, international organizations and Non-Government Organizations,

It is a great honor and privilege for me to speak here on behalf of the Republic of Korea. 

The WSIS aims for a shared vision and increased awareness of the information society so as to ultimately achieve the balanced development and higher quality of lives for the mankind.  The Republic of Korea deeply recognizes the importance and the implication of the WSIS all to well and thus cannot help but feel that WSIS is being held at an extremely opportune moment in the 21st century. 

In order to make the contribution more effectively, Korean ministries and government agencies are making a concerted and coordinated effort. Furthermore, we are in the process of organizing a WSIS preparatory group that includes the representatives from the government, civil societies, research institutes and corporations. 

The government of the Republic of Korea has been actively supporting the Executive Secretariat to ensure a successful WSIS and the Korean private sector is seeking ways to contribute to the success of the WSIS as well.

First, I would also like to take this opportunity to briefly introduce the informatization process of the Republic of Korea. 

Since the mid 1990's the government of the Republic of Korea devised two plans for national informatization including "Basic Plan for Informatization Promotion" and "Cyber Korea 21 Initiative.”  With the implementation of these plans, the Republic of Korea was able to enjoy a great success in information & communication infrastructure, IT industry and others.

Although I introduced the success story first, there are also many problems that arise from the gap of informatization such as the digital divide, high penetration of indecent materials over the Internet and invasion of privacy. 

Also we have experienced some difficulties from the problem that the pace of informatization was not consistent with the speed of development of the other social sectors and the overall social systems.

The Republic of Korea aims to overcome these challenges brought by the Informatization and to maintain the pace of growth of the sustainable information society. 

I am sure the achievement and problems of the Republic of Korea are not ours alone. We have seen many changes taking place in various areas of the society as a result of Informatization.  And these changes, whether good or bad, are all inalienable part of the information society that we now find ourselves in.  That is why we feel that it is of utmost importance to share our rarely earned experiences with other nations at the WSIS.  

The Republic of Korea has supported the bridge of digital divide in the Asia-Pacific region by providing human resources development and construction of infrastructure.  We are seeking the opportunity to put our words into action through taking part in the WSIS and in the preparation for WSIS.  And we hope all the Prepcoms and the WSIS enjoy a great success that leads to tangible results.  

In closing, I would like to thank the Executive Secretariat for their hard work and dedication that has made this meeting possible. 

Thank you.

