Statement of the Pakistan delegation to the First Session of the Preparatory Committee of the World Summit on the Information Society

(July 1-5, 2002)

Mr. President, 


Allow me to begin by congratulating you on behalf of the Government of Pakistan on your election as our President. We have full confidence in your leadership. You can count on our delegation’s full cooperation in your work.

Mr. President,

2.
ICT revolution has brought unprecedented benefits to humankind. As the world progresses into the age of information and digital society, countries - big and small - are faced with immense challenges. The revolutionary developments in information technology have brought immense benefits to millions. But there are still millions who are yet to reap the benefits of this revolution. The widening digital divide between and among peoples and nations is a challenge for the entire international community. The World Summit on the Information Society provides us with an opportunity to respond to these challenges in a renewed spirit of cooperation and true partnership. 

Mr. President,

3.
Development of a well-integrated, equitable and sustainable global information society requires a coordinated and well-orchestrated action. This would inevitably involve creating opportunities for the development of national information societies, which form an integral part of the global information society. Their effective functioning is a pre-requisite for the sustainability of the global information society. The World Summit on the Information Society should provide a blue-print for the development of national and regional information societies as integrated actors in this framework. There is obviously no single road to the development of successful and efficient national information societies. These societies shall be developed according to the local conditions with the full ownership of the countries concerned. 

4.
Development of infrastructure should be given the first priority in order to bring countries and regions left behind in the information revolution. This would necessarily require improved connectivity and access to both information and information technology, especially in rural areas in Pakistan, we are giving considerable attention to this aspect. Internet is now widely available across Pakistan. Early this year, we have also established “Virutal University” for IT development in Islamabad, which we hope would help promote IT culture in the country in line with our specific national requirements. 

5.
To develop infrastructure, it is essential to eliminate the national, regional and international barriers that restrict the access of developing countries to information and information technology. We would have to respect the delicate balance that exists between the importance of access to knowledge and technology on the one hand and Intellectual Property Rights, on the other. We should also ensure that legitimate concerns for labour rights do not become an impediment in the access of the developing countries to the information technology. Such barriers only restrict the efforts of small and medium-sized enterprises, especially in developing countries to become useful actors in the global information society in the face of aggressive commercial policies of huge multinationals. 

6.
The World Summit on the Information Society should propose both long-term and short-term measures, which would equip developing countries in handling information technology so that they can fully benefit from the information society. This can take place through education, capacity building, human resource development, and sharing of expertise and experiences. Only then would the international community be successful in achieving a solid and sustainable global information society. 

7.
The UN organs and agencies and international financial and development institutions can play a crucial role in meeting these challenges in partnership with the countries concerned. Several of them, including UNESCO, UNCTAD and the ICT Task Force, have already undertaken useful work, which will, no doubt, help the preparatory process in proposing measures to overcome the digital divide. 

8.
Civil society, including the business sector, can also play a very important role, in this context. They can actively contribute to the formation of national information societies as well as the development of an equitable global information society. By diversifying its investment in developing countries and by co-sponsoring and financing governmental projects for capacity-building and human resource development and assisting the national governments by following ethical commercial practices, the business sector can indeed, contribute positively to the national efforts in developing national information societies. NGOs also have a role. Their contribution as advocates of  equitable gloalization and good commercial practices cannot be ignored.  The Pakistan delegation is, therefore, deeply interested in hearing their views, and looks forward to receiving their substantive contributions to the preparatory process, in accordance with the modalities to be evolved at this PrepCom. 

Mr. President,

9.
Bringing the information technology in direct reach of every human being should be one of the most fundamental objectives of the World Summit on the Information Society. Sub-committee-2 of this PrepCom has been given the very important task of proposing themes for the Summit on the basis of which both the Declaration and Plan of Action would be developed. We hope that the Sub-Committee would be able to build consensus around all issues. 

Mr. President, 

10.
The outcome of the World Summit on Information Society in both its phases in Geneva in 2003 and in Tunisia in 2005 should be constructive and far-reaching. We hope that the Summit as well its preparatory process would live up to the high expectations of the developing countries. We also hope that the Summit would mark a watershed in the history of mankind where all of us would join hands in making the World Information Society truly global, equitable and sustainable for generations to come. 

I thank you, Mr. President.   

