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Presented by:

Ambassador.  Lt. Col.(Retd.) B. G. CHIDYAUSIKU  -

Ambassador/Permanent Representative to the UN, WTO and other International Organizations in Geneva.

Mr. Chairman, on behalf of my delegation, I would like to congratulate you on your appointment as chairman of the first preparatory meeting of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). My delegation would like to assure you of our unwavering support as you stir this very important meeting to success.

Chairman, Excellencies, ladies and gentleman, my delegation welcomes the participation of the private sector and the civil societies in our endeavours to work towards the building of an information and knowledge-based society. It is only through the cooperation of all stakeholders at the national, regional and international level that we can realise the objectives of the General Assembly of the United Nations, in its resolution A/RES/56/183, which approved the setting up of the WSIS.

We are here because we fully recognise there is a fundamental problem, the resolution of which may well define the future of humankind, the resolution of which will uplift the majority of human kind from poverty, diseases and ignorance. But we would be wasting our time, if our heads of state merely met and issued declarations that amount to best wishes, declarations we will not do anything about but left to gather dust on the shelves; or if we adopted plans of action that lacked concrete resources and institutional arrangements or executing agencies to ensure the plans are fully put into action. We must identify and prioritise the target sectors and populations, devise plans of action and create the necessary resources.

Governments are there to create the enabling environment for the private sector to operate in. The private sector on the other hand has the financial and technical resources for the development of information and communications technologies (ICT’s), which make it possible for Governments to achieve their objectives. It is this complementary role that will enable us as nations to develop action plans for information and communications technologies (ICT’s) that can be successfully implemented by member nations. Governments and the private sector in the developing world will also be able to use ICTs to access markets thereby creating a level competitive field which invariably leads to growth.

Civil societies in the developed and developing countries should work with member states in identifying problems that hamper development within our societies. Let us together identify solutions that will enable us to equip our women and children for an information-based society.

Mr. Chairman, my delegation would like to see the creation of a symbiotic relationship between the private sector in the developed countries and those in the developing nations. It is a given fact that the architects of technology are based in the developed nations. As a means of bridging the digital divide, the private sector in the developed world should deliberately empower the private sector in the developing world, through training and investment so as to create a broader knowledge base, more employment and therefore greater self-reliance. 

The regional institutions of the world have a crucial role to play as full partners in this exercise of preparation and finding a solution in executing the plan of action. In Africa the African Telecommunications Union (ATU), a specialised agency of the African Union, has the responsibility of delivering the benefits of ICTs to the people of Africa. In this regard the ATU envisages several programs that deserve the full support of the international community. The African regional economic communities such as COMESA, SADC, ECOWAS that are running ICT programs, also deserve our support.

To this end, the government of Zimbabwe has liberalised the communications sector. This has given rise to the formation of an independent regulatory authority whose primary function is to licence all players in this sector. To date we have three licensed mobile telecommunications service operators. We are working towards licensing a second fixed telecommunications operator. We have three licensed data services providers and there are a number of Internet Access providers whose applications are being considered for licensing. We have gone further to provide for the setting up of a universal service fund, which is to be financed by government, operators and the communications regulatory authority. The targeted areas for the usage of the funds are the under-developed and under-serviced areas of our communities. By so doing, the government of Zimbabwe seeks to address all issues of infrastructure, content and human resource development. 

We therefore urge this preparatory committee to send out a loud and clear message that what we are here to consider is about uplifting the poorest of the earth. We need a strong plan of action that is fully resourced and managed, we need governments and all stakeholders to be fully involved, we need regional institutions to be fully involved and to provide important linkages globally. We believe this is the only viable way forward to achieve our intended goal.

I thank you.
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