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Opencourseware

Madam Chairperson, thank you very much for giving me this opportunity to speak on behalf of  Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), the Hewlett Foundation of the United States and United Nations University (UNU).  The first phase of the WSIS Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action highlights the need to bridge the digital divide.  We believe that a critical component to bridging the digital divide is open and free sharing of high quality educational content.  Such sharing ensures a “fully-inclusive and open information and knowledge society” as highlighted in Section 7 of the Political Chapeau.  For many educators and learners in the developing world, up-to-date material in science and technology is in particularly short supply.


We believe that opencourseware, a simple idea, is a highly effective way to make available to the world for free, copyright-cleared, high quality digital educational content.  Started at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in Boston USA in 2001, opencourseware makes available for free on the web, the teaching materials from all courses taught at MIT.  Anyone can view it at http://ocw.mit.edu.  There are presently over 1,300 courses on engineering, science, business, and so forth.  The materials include the syllabus, detailed lecture notes, assignments, simulations, and even examinations and video lectures in some cases.  Everything on opencourseware has been cleared of copyright, so that anyone in the world can use this material freely for any non-profit educational purpose.  Recently, other universities have followed MIT in starting their own opencoursewares.  In Japan, the top universities have begun their own opencoursewares by putting up extremely valuable content from their courses, freely and open accessible on the web.  These universities are the University of Tokyo, Kyoto, Osaka, Kyushu, Tokyo Institute of Technology, Keio and Waseda (www.jocw.jp).  These are absolutely the top universities in Japan.  In China also, the top universities have begun to launch their opencoursewares, and some of the top technology universities in France as well.  Many more academic institutions around the world are seriously exploring starting opencourseware.  The MIT opencourseware site is used by over 400,000 users every month from all over the world, many from developing countries.  We receive emails in huge numbers from developing and transition countries as well as developed countries.  They tell us how helpful opencourseware is, and give concrete examples of how they use this material.  MIT is working with the African Virtual University to bring MIT opencourseware content to Sub-Saharan African universities.  Recently, a Minister from Vietnam visited MIT and expressed his interest in exploring opencouseware as Vietnam expands its capacity in higher education.

Me. Chairperson, It is our hope that the summit in Tunis will embrace opencourseware by including “opencoursewares” in the Political Chapeau.  This will encourage more and more academic institutions around the world to offer their valuable educational content freely and openly.  This will directly and enormously benefit the developing countries in their effort to build up capacity in higher education, secondary education, and professional training at no cost to them for production.  The benefit is not limited to developing countries; developed countries have digital divide, and opencoursewares will be helpful for them as well.  Opencourseware fulfills a number of important visions of WSIS, the Millennium Declaration, and the Universal Declaration on Human Rights.  


Finally, if we may be so bold as to ask you, Madam Chairperson, to entertain a specific and simple addition to the Political Chapeau DT-12, we like to suggest one way that opencoursewares can be simply included in the Political Chapeau.  In DT12, page 4, paragraph 10, second line, the underlined portion that reads, including assistive and universal design technologies, we suggest adding and opencoursewares, so that this sentence, including the underlined portion, reads,  “We shall strive unremittingly, therefore, to promote universal, ubiquitous, equitable and affordable access to ICTs, including assistive and universal design technologies and opencoursewares, for all people...”


In closing, I, again, thank the Madam Chairperson for giving me this opportunity to speak.
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