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The WSIS Gender Caucus is concerned by the fact that the key principles and values expressed in the first phase of WSIS, and included in the Geneva Declaration of Principles, do not appear to guide the discussions and decision-making processes in the second phase.

We therefore ask that the discussions and decision-making processes of the second phase of WSIS be conducted in correspondence with the key principles and values of the Geneva Declaration, most specifically women’s empowerment and gender equality.

Other such key principles and values are human rights and particularly equality rights, freedom of expression and privacy, sustainable development and global solidarity, cultural diversity and multilingualism, non-discrimination, and multi-stakeholder partnership and effective cooperation.
.Concerning the Political Chapeau

We ask that these key principles and values be explicitly reaffirmed. In particular, we ask for the following paragraph to be included, for instance as para. 10bis or 11bis:

We recognize that a gender digital divide exists in all societies, and we reaffirm our commitment to women’s empowerment and gender equality, so that we can overcome this divide, participate in all decision-making processes in equal partnership with men and contribute to shaping all spheres of the Information Society at global, regional and national levels.
Concerning Chapter One (Implementation Mechanism) 

And Chapter Four (The Way Ahead):

An effective follow-up framework needs a strong coordinating structure at the global level to enable the coordination of implementation activities and coherence in the policy debates.

Specific groups or clusters and thematic initiatives set up for implementation need to evolve a clear set of measurables that reflect the principle of women’s empowerment and gender equality as an immediate priority after the Tunis Summit. 

Implementation needs to be guided on the local, national, regional and international levels. At all these levels, effective Gender Mainstreaming mechanisms need to be put in place and women's empowerment speeded up. In particular:

· At all levels, all efforts must be made to ensure that women and men from all stakeholder groups need to be involved in all decision-making processes at all levels.

· To allow for meaningful planning, implementation, evaluation and decision-making processes as well as useful policy debate, there must be quantitative and qualitative gender-specific indicators on all forms of ICT use and needs, including the incorporation of gender dimensions into indexes developed for the measurement of ICTs such the Digital Opportunity Index. These need to be compiled at the national level and up.

· In order to allow women's effective participation in all of these processes and the policy debates concerning the information society, special measures, e.g. in education, training and capacity-building for women, need to be provided until women's equal participation is achieved. 

· Capacity building for women and men is required for effectively mainstreaming gender, and also for putting in place critical targeting mechanisms that capacitate girls and women. Training is required for actors at all levels with respect to the monitoring of the implementation process.

· Capacity-building for women and men for mainstreaming gender is required with respect to monitoring of the follow-up and implementation process at national, regional and international level, irrespective of the monitoring and accountability structures that will be put in place.

Concerning Chapter 2 (Financing)

The dialogue on financing ICT for development cannot be confined to the telecommunication sector and needs to go beyond the Digital Solidarity Fund.  Financing ICT for development needs to be on other financial negotiation tables such as official development aid and debt relief. 

Funding structures needs to be p put in place that will prioritize and oversee mobilization of funding resources for equal implementation of all relevant ICTs programmes and projects using sustainable and transparent mechanisms.

In all discussions and decision-making processes on financing, Gender Budgeting needs to undertaken. Following the goals of gender equality and women’s empowerment, at least one half of each budget must be allocated to projects that constitute special measures for girls and women or enable these measures. 
Concerning Chapter 3 (Internet Governance)

A multilateral concept and mechanism with the full, equal and effective participation of civil society and the private sector needs to be developed.

Equal participation of women and men at all levels in all mechanisms and structures arising from the WSIS process needs to be ensured.

Capacity building for women in government, civil society and private sector is essential to enable their full and equal participation in international, regional and national policy discussions and decision making.

Multilingualism, local content in local languages and freedom of expression as well as communication rights for all need to be safeguarded and promoted.

Finding solutions to reducing Internet connection costs and mitigation measures over losses from new telephony technologies like VOIP is essential for developing countries to realise the goals of affordability, accessibility and participation in ICTs.

These provisions are to ensure that the gender digital divide in all regions is bridged, so that all people and communities in all world regions are effectively enabled to participate on an equal footing in the Information Society.

