Comments on Document (WSIS-II/PC-3/DT9-E): 

Chair of Sub-Committee B

Chapter One: Implementation Mechanism 

and 

Chapter Four: The Way Ahead
By Kuwait Information Technology Society (KITS)

We would like in the beginning to express our thanks and appreciation to all stakeholders who are participating actively in drafting and developing the operational part of the Second Phase of the World Summit on information Society – Tunisia 2005.

Chapter one "Implementation Mechanism" should be more specific in putting to effect the Declaration Of Principles And the Plan Of Action. It should give not only directions but also major/general indicators toward the implementing information Society goals on all levels (National/regional/International). 

While we support paragraph 12 on multi stakeholder partnership and cooperation, It should also be more specific on the expected roles to be played by all stakeholders (Government, Private sector, Civil Society, International and regional organization), this should be extended to include cooperation instruments and partnership forms. We also noticed that the reference of Civil Society was absent in multi stakeholder partnerships.

Paragraph 3 of chapter one need to be clearer in stakeholders' partnerships related to the regional dialogue that should contribute to the national capacity-building. This will solidify paragraph 5 with regards of international cooperation that will lead to "harnessing the potential of ICTs as a tool to achieve the internationally-agreed development goals and objectives, including the Millennium Development Goals".

Paragraph 7 listed 23 points to work "towards achieving the indicative targets, set out in the Plan of Action". After reviewing these points, we found that some of these them can be joined together to create a more concise focused list that would serve the purpose better. Furthermore these points can be listed in an indicator based format that can be measured and assessed.

It is important to have ICT indexes and statistical measurements to monitor the progress made in achieving the goals and targets of information society. Taking paragraphs 9,10,11 into consideration and baring in mind the importance of aggregation of data required for this purpose, we believe that there should sufficient measures to ensure the availability of this data as well as the free access to the results and reports of the indexes and statistical measures by all stakeholders. Furthermore assistance to developing countries should be provided to ensure that national indexes and statistics falls in-line with international indexes as well as the targets and goals of the information society.

On regional level implementations (Paragraph 19), the thematic and regional conferences produced regional action plans with processes and indicators that can assist all stakeholders to reach the goals and targets of the WSIS. It is for the benefit of all stakeholders to endorse these regional plans as the basis of regional cooperation and coordination. A reference to the regional plans in paragraph 19 would be regarded as a positive factor to enhance the regional level implementation of the WSIS outcomes.

With reference to points e & f in paragraph 20 and the annexes of chapter one, we would like to stress that organizations and agencies that would undertake the role of coordinators should already have an established form of multi stakeholders involvement within its activities and a fair experience in this field. With extensive tasks related to the outcome of the WSIS, Such form and experience is essential and crucial. Furthermore it will improve the coordination efforts and enhance it.

We would like to note that there are more than one index has been referenced to measure and benchmark ICT progress and development (Digital Opportunity index, Partnership in Measuring ICT for Development, ICT indicators of the UN Statistical Office), the multiple indexes may create confusions rather than clarity especially with multi-stakeholders and different level of coordination. Taking into consideration point b in paragraph 41, we urge the adoption of a multi-stakeholders "internationally-comparable and mutually agreed upon framework for statistical indicators" that will have a positive impact on the WSIS outcomes follow-up process.

